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purpose of this talk

to introduce CBDB, a biographical database for China’s
history

to show what it is possible to do with this database

to outline the future development of CBDB and suggest ways
In which all Song historians can participate in this project
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1. CBDB — current contents

1. CBDB i#

 Begun by the late Robert Hartwell in the 1980s
o Currently: Biographical Data on approximately 40,000 figures
e Atthe moment the majority are Song figures
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Chronological distribution of biographies for 960-1259
as created by Hartwel

FfE] i+ 960-1259 (i B )

Period # Percent

960-989 618 4.50
990-1019 855 6.23
1020-1049 1,244 9.06
1050-1079 1,665 12.13
1080-1109 2,079 15.14
1110-1139 2,044 14.89
1140-1169 1,742 12.69
1170-1199 1,367 9.96
1200-1229 1,288 9.38
1230-1259 829 6.04
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* The spatial distribution reflects the spatial

distribution of the political elite in Tang and Song
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Song Biographies in CBBE
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&+ Lv Zugian [7055] Haowen's [8099] great grandson, Bengzhong's [1320] grandson,

Han Yuanji's [669] son-in-law. Zeng Ji [1692] was the father-in-law of his father,
Daqi [3652]. His maternal great grandfather was Fang Meng [7220], who was
also his uncle Datong's [3653] grandfather-in-law. Zugian was a friend of Wu Fei's
[1970] son, Hong [4015]. His younger brother and Zeng Ji's [1692] grandson-in-
law, Zujian [3655], was appointed Taifu sicheng in 1194 but was cashiered from
the service and exiled to Yunzhou, a remote area of Kiangsi, in 1195 when he
opposed the replacement of Chief minister of state, Zhao Ruyu [3200], with Han
Tuozhou [3326], Han Qi's [630] great grandson. Zujian's younger brother, Zutai
[3656], who had moved from Jinhua xian to Changzhou, Yixing xian, went to the
Petitioners Drum Bureau in 1196 when Zujian died and petitioned that Han
Tuozhou was disloyal and should be put to death in order to prevent disorder. He
also asked that Su(1) Shidan [3768] be executed, Chen Zigiang [3092] dismissed
and Zhou Bida [71971 appointed Chief minister of state. He was exiled to Qinzhou hd
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* Online Inputting System—
« MSAccess database for desktop use
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Microsoft Access - [BIOG_MAIN]
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CBDB Is avallable to everyone

It is free

There are no restrictions on its use for
scholarly purposes
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The work that makes CBDB possible

20 years of work by the late Robert M. Hartwell (1932-1996)
Graduates students in history at Beida and Harvard
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2. What we can do with CBDB?
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CBDB serves two functions
an online biographical dictionary
a relational database that allows us to research the behavior and
relations of large numbers of people -- prosopography
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Stone, ‘Prosopography’ ,in F. Gilbert and S. Graubard eds.,

Historical Studies Today (New York, 1972))
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Why Is prosopography useful for China research?
China has over 2000 years of elite biography
There are perhaps 250,000 biographies in the historical record: including
biographies in dynastic histories and local gazetteers and grave biographies
Local gazetteers (Song-Qing) mention at least 2 million people

The tradition of compiling genealogies in China is unique in world history —
Chinese history is the most important source for the history of humanity (we
can know more about more people, over more territory, over a longer period)
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Why a Relational Databases?
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Typical biographical fact—
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e From narrative to tables—
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e From tables to relational databases—
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c_addr_type
_addr_desc
_addr_desc_chn

OFFICE

sl

I c_addr_id

c_office_category_id
¢_category_desc
¢_category_desc_chn

c_office_id
£_office_pinyin
c_office_chn
t_office_pinvin_alt
c_office_chn_alt
c_office_trans
c_office_trans_al:
C_sOUrce b

C_persanid -
r_nffice_id

C_addr_id
¢_posting_id

C_sequence
c_firstyear
c_fv_nh_code
c_fv_nh_year
c_fy_range

r_lastyear
_lv_nh_code
c_lv_nh_vear
C_ly_range
c_appt_type_code

c_appt_type_code
c_appt_type_desc_chn
c_appk_type_desc

Ready

_decling

C_source

C_pages

C_nokes
r_office_id_backup
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t_choranym_desc
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C_name
c_name_chn
C_jia

C_2u
C_index_vear
C_femals
c_ethnicity_cc
_tribe
C_birthyear
c_by_nh_code
c_by_nh_yeal
_by_range
_deathyear
c_dy_nh_code
c_dy_nh_yeal
C_dy_range
C_death_age
_death_age_
c_fl_garliest_
_fl_ev_nh_ct
c_fl_ev_nh_w
c_fl_ey_notes
c_fl_latest_ye
c_fl_lv_nh_ra
c_fl_lv_nh_ye
c_fl_lv_notes
C_sUrname

C_sUrmame_cc
C_mingzi
c_mingzi_chn
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C_source
C_pages
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C_assoc_code
C_personid
c_kin_code

c_kin_jd j

C_assoc_code
C_assoc_pair

[_ass0c_desc
¢_assoc_desc_chn j

c_kincode
c_kin_pairl
r_kin_pair2
t_kin_pair_nates j
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STAT
c:status:desc_chn

c_entry_code
c_entry_code_hd
C_SEequence

D
£_personid
c_alt_name
c_alt_name_chn
_alk_name_tvpe_coc
_alk_name_tvpe
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C_dynasty

C dynasty ch

ENTR

c_entry_code
_entry_desc
c_entry_desc_chn
_entry_weight
_entry_desc_hartwell
C_sortarder

sys_id
code_attr

code_attr_chn
code_id
tvpe_id
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The advantage of a relational database
A relational database allows us to search all the
Information Iin the database.

We can search according to any information that
has been put In its own table

We can search by many criteria at the same time.
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Names—— A\ #
Time—AF[E]

Places——irii1
Events EcRlas
Offices =

Modes of entry—— A {1327%
Writings——21F

Social Distinctions ey
Kinship o R (%
Social associations = e 4

Possessions——FH7 &
Education—2 5



Example of using CBDB to find about a person and his context
through family/lineage, queries, patriline, marriage networks,
spatial change, collateral kin
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Lv Qiaonian
Lv Kangnian
Lv Daqi

Lv Dalun

Lv Dayou

Lv Datong
Fang Furen
Lv Bengzhong
Lv Benzhong
Lv Yongzhong
Lv Chenzhong
Lv Zushu

Lv Haowen

Lv Qiewen

Lv Wenzhong(2)

Lv Dacong
Lv Xizhe
Lv Yannian
Lv Zugian
Han Shi(4)
Han Biao
Han Xiang
Han Bu
Han Yuanji
Rui Shi
Rui Ye

Rui Hui

Rui Yanfu
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FF
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1244
1169
1173
1175
1178
1176
1139
1143
1140
1157
1163
1128
1125
1173
1171
1119
1248
1181
1171
1218
1247
1252
1177
1179
1172
1178
1143

Jinhua
Wuyuan
Jinhua
Jinhua
Jinhua
Jinhua
Tonglu
Jinhua
Jinhua
Jinhua
Kaifeng
Jinhua
Kaifeng
Kaifeng
Jinhua
Kaifeng
Kaifeng
Wuyuan
Jinhua
Shangrao
Shangrao
Yushan
Yushan
Shangrao
Wucheng
Wucheng
Wucheng
Wucheng
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F(FS>B)3
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FF
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FF(FS>B)SS
FFF
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FFFBS
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W2(FS>B)
W2(FS>B)(BB>B)S
W2(FS>B)(BB>B)S
W2F

W3

W3F

W3FB-
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180
177

75
183
184
185
135

75
182
185
191
255

75
180
177
240

75
180

163
180
177
177
88
344
92
126
75

119.62345
117.78762
119.62345
119.62345
119.62345
119.62345
119.63951
119.62345
119.62345
119.62345
114.43121
119.62345
114.43121
114.43121
119.62345
114.43121
114.43121
117.78762
119.62345
117.95828
117.95828
118.14812
118.14812
117.95828
120.10053
120.10053
120.10053
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29.02467
29.31042
29.02467
29.02467
29.02467
29.02467
29.76879
29.02467
29.02467
29.02467
34.81178
29.02467
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29.02467
34.81178
34.81178
29.31042
29.02467
28.39919
28.39919
28.75022
28.75022
28.39919
30.79584
30.79584
30.79584
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The spatial
distribution of LU
Zugian’s

extended agnatic =
and affinal kin: - K=
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Lu Zugian’s Local Influence— = fH & HY i T 22228

What other people in the database passed the jinshi in the same year?
127 passed the jinshi in 1163 How many from Wuzhou?

CBDB FirUfz #T (1163> 5]
127244+ » g2/ DARREZEN ?

Ny

‘ o

-
-
o

wame | me | e | e ety oame | oren | |

Shao Hao Al vs 1193 1163 examination: jinshi (general) BHE: L Jinhua G HE
Pan Jingxian &R & 1190 1163 examination: jinshi (general) BHEE: 4 Jinhua EHE
Shi Zhu IRy o 1193 1163 examination: jinshi (general) BHER: 1 | Jinhua G HE
Lv Zugian o AH 5 1181 1163 examination: jinshi (general) BHEER: 1 | Jinhua G 3
Li Wang J& 1193 1163 examination: jinshi (general) Bl L Dongyang @ W[y
Du Qiao & 1193 1163 examination: jinshi (general) B 4 Dongyang | H[G
Ma Zhichun @ 4t 1193 1163 examination: jinshi (general) BHEE: i+ Dongyang @ 5
Ying JiE 7 1 1193 1163 examination: jinshi (general) FHER: 1+ | Yongkang K
Mengming

Of these the only person known to have a social relationship with Lu is with
Pan Jingxian
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Name % | Index Year E::;}; ALk From £8 32 WUZhOU \]|nSh| N CBDB
1. Cao Zhuang  [BEE 1208 1170[HE BEER) Jinhua  [2% passed between 1166 and 1193
2. Chenliang  |fE% 1194 193 FE: B Yongkang |
3. Chen Zhichun [PEZ 4 1211 T181 RHER: B (S Yongkany | CBDB)E)—/I‘LIQ1166 1193
4. Chen Zhigang [P 48 1211 1181 RE: B ESR Yongkang  |EE J:_‘ FZA |
5. Gong Feng ] 1201 11871 [RHE: Bt (EEE) Wiy % FEﬁE[/j }H % —‘/\32A
6. GongRong | 1210 1175 R B4 Wy B
bk r e s asmn i | Of these 6 are LU students
Ll ! SRR IE 25 ujiang Y .
9. LiuSanje  [BI=f 1214 119448 B (EE) Wuyi i and 5 had b_rOtherS or cousins
10. Pan Ziye  [EEE 1220 1190 Et @) Jinhus Ex - who were his students
11, Qi Ruyy EaE 1217 1197 [ R (EE Jinhua S -
12, Shao Ji it 1193 1166R8: Bt (#Ei) Lanxi g (accor_dlr_]g to the CBDB
13. Shao Jiyuan  |BRETE 1220 1190[R4E: B+ (@) Jinhua G % Associations table) = 1/3 of
14, Shao Kang  |[BREE 1214 1184 RE B4 ES) Jinhua Ek3 Wuzhou Jinshi in this
15. Shao Yuan EREH 1211 1181 RLEE: 1S Lani BiE .
16. Shi Fan HE 12070 V190FE: B4 (L) Pujiang il genera’tlon
17. Shi Hong Rt 1220 1190FRE: L E) Jinhua e )FFI i[;)z'é» ‘ilgﬁ,f/
18, Shi Lan B 1216]  11B1[E Bt ER) Jinhua &% [Z CB DB% 58 éf\
19, Shi Qi B 1220 1190[R4E: Bt @) Jinhua ST %‘ = A E[ H
20. Teng Qiangshy [B3a% 1223 1193fuE: B ER) Jinhua P X AN R= 6 = %
21, Wang Jie Eiy 12130 190RE E4EH) Jinhua Ek3 E;gi
22 Wang Qianzhi | B3 1214 1184 8 B (ES) Jinhua % | |:[7_ [j /E SA ZE —==
23 Wang Yizhi | ERZ 1217 1187 R B (L) Jinhua Bk 3 N W
24 XU Mui2) W 186  1166[RE: L ER) Yongkang |3 ’ﬂ%é:[ﬁ/ﬂ l)| 55 EQ,%%
%, XuQiag i 1218 1187 e BEER) Yiwy e S L
%6 YangDala  WEAGE 1208 1175 ELER) Wy iE %{E‘Ej ° 35 @A{l‘[jiﬁté
27 Ying Qianzhi | 12200 M90RE B4 S Yongkang | . N
% Ving Kionafel |[EAER o1d 1B RE Bt ER Yongkang | |7 = _-H%{ - 5’% . E %ﬁz
29 Ying Zhe BT 1206 1175 B (RS Yongkang | 2 e WL
0. Zhang Cheng |78 1208] 1175 RE EL(ES) Yongkang  |KEE E]/\j 1/3
31, Zhu Qun o O 1193HE: EX(ER) Pujiang L
32 Zong Wu(2)  |=iE 1176 1166RE: B (EES) i =5










Example

Search all the people in the database between 960 and
1238—

Who entered government via the jinshi examination
Find all their patrilineal ancestors of these people

Determine which people had ancestors who were civil
officials :
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Percent of Total for Each Exam Sitting

PERCERNRT OF SUCCESSFUL JINSHI CANDIDATES

WITH DIRECT

PATRILINEAL ANCESTORS HOLDING CIVIL OFFICE, seo-1238
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Example

We want to know the degree to which the leaders
of the government had kinship connections to
other leaders of government.
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Summary of CBDB Data on State Councll
and Financial Policy Positions

CBDBH =23 L BV E S

Period Number of Number Percent
Incumbents |dentified Identified
960-989 30 22 68.07
990-1019 5l 39 /7.80
1020-1049 54 38 [1.27
1050-107/9 30 63 74.82
1080-1109 92 65 70.45
1110-1139 39 59 6/.47

1140-1165 (2 55 7(5.79




PERCENT OF STATE COUNCIL MEMBERS

PERCERNT OF STATE COURNCIL

WITH DIRECT

PATRILINEAL KIN HOLDING CIVIL OFFICE, 260-1159
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b EENE EHIRURGS

g, 1016-1208

iy | NE Esdnia il B GRRE T | (2 RS
7] # it AR Gy
SNEZCWEE TN E(ESE | R T
= HE A Sﬁﬂﬁ
=1 1
# % %
1016 10 5 50 6 60 9 90
1043 11 7 64 11 100 11 100
1046 7 5 71 7 100 6 86
1071 7 6 86 7 100 7 100
1078 7 7 100 7 100 6 86
1082-3 8 5 63 7 88 6 75
1086-8 8 5 63 7 88 6 75
1101 10 5 50 9 90 8 80
1103 8 3 38 7 88 4 50
1137 7 0 0 6 86 4 57
1140 7 0 0 6 86 7 100
1142 6 2 33 4 67 5 83
1145 5 2 40 2 40 1 20
1194 8 2 25 3 38 3 38




HP T SEE EHYERSE R, 1016 -1208

120 -

00 | o= M
30 / // AN =

—e— Council members
affinally related

—m— Council members
with previous
council kin

40

{ Council members
> with future council
kin
20 -
0




=

State éo ncil Membe
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=

961 - 1067
1068 - 1126
M27 - 1200
1205 - 1279




Example

How does the spatial distribution of jinshi degree holders change in
Southern Song?

We begin by asking about the distribution of degree holders during all of
Southern Song.

(note: we are only looking at people in the CBDB database, thus people
who are in the historical record for other reasons).

We are then going to compare that with the complete list from 1148 and
the complete list from 1256
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¥ Southern Migration?
Changes in the spatial distribution of the national elite
-- using the 1148

and 1256 jinshi lists as proxies
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Social Network Analysis
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3. Where are we going—

EEA ST

* The systematic extraction of data for the Song period:
Beida has been doing the short bios in Wang Deyi. But
we should aim to include all biographies from official
histories and gazetteers, including all grave biographies.
We wish to extend our coverage to include in depth
Wudai and Tang, and forward to Yuan, Mlng and Qing
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How can we do this?

A BEE] 2

More universities, professors, and graduate students can
participate

We can make use of computer assisted data extraction
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