
	  

	  

Template Language (Collaboration Allowed) 
 

Harvard College Honor Code: 
Members of the Harvard College community commit themselves to producing academic work 
with integrity – that is, work that adheres to the scholarly and intellectual standards of accurate 
attribution of sources, appropriate collection and use of data, and transparent acknowledgement 
of the contribution of others to our ideas, discoveries, interpretations, and conclusions. Cheating 
on exams or problem sets, plagiarizing or misrepresenting the ideas or language of someone else 
as one’s own, falsifying data, or any other instance of academic dishonesty violates the standards 

of our community, as well as the standards of the wider world of learning and affairs. 
(www.honor.fas.harvard.edu) 

 
The purpose of this [homework, problem set, writing assignment] is to provide an opportunity 
for you to engage meaningfully with the course material. It is designed to challenge you and 
stimulate critical thinking related to the course material. As with all academic work, in 
completing this assignment, you should consider and reflect upon the academic values we place 
on proper collaboration with others. Remember that the assignment is intended to help you 
understand the concepts, and that your grade is a reflection of your understanding of the material. 
Please consider the following below: 
 
1. Collaboration in planning and thinking through solutions to problems is encouraged, but no 
collaboration is allowed in writing up solutions. You may work with other students currently 
taking [insert course] to discuss, brainstorm, and walk through solutions to problems. However, 
you must demonstrate your own understanding of the material by writing up your solutions 
independently and in your own words. You may check your final answer verbally with a 
collaborator, but there may be no passing of papers or electronic documents between 
collaborators. 

2. We encourage you to collaborate with other students in the course in the planning and design 
of solutions to problems. [At the top of your assignment, state with pride the names of the 
students with whom you collaborated in this manner.] 

3. Before consulting others (students, TFs, instructors), make sure you have made a genuine 
effort to solve the problems by yourself; this is really important so you can see where your 
misconceptions or misunderstandings are and focus on them. 

4. Some of the problems that we assign may be taken from textbooks or other published sources, 
other courses, or previous offerings of this course. It is not acceptable to use pre-existing 
solutions to these problems in completing this assignment. 
 
5. [It is never appropriate to copy text verbatim from any source.] Please read the Guide to 
Using and Citing Sources When Writing in the Life Sciences for guidance. Contact your TF or 
one of the course instructors if you have any questions.  
  



	  

	  

 
Template Language (No Collaboration Allowed) 

 
Harvard College Honor Code: 

Members of the Harvard College community commit themselves to producing academic work 
with integrity – that is, work that adheres to the scholarly and intellectual standards of accurate 
attribution of sources, appropriate collection and use of data, and transparent acknowledgement 
of the contribution of others to our ideas, discoveries, interpretations, and conclusions. Cheating 
on exams or problem sets, plagiarizing or misrepresenting the ideas or language of someone else 
as one’s own, falsifying data, or any other instance of academic dishonesty violates the standards 

of our community, as well as the standards of the wider world of learning and affairs. 
(www.honor.fas.harvard.edu) 

 
The purpose of this [homework, problem set, writing assignment] is to 
provide an opportunity for you to engage meaningfully with the course 
material. It is designed to challenge you and stimulate critical thinking related 
to the course material. Remember that the assignment is intended to help you 
understand the concepts, and that your grade is a reflection of your 
understanding of the material.   
 
We feel the best way for you to learn from this assignment is to complete it 
independently without collaboration with or help from others. This includes 
planning, discussing, brainstorming, and walking through solutions to these 
problems.  
 
Some of the problems that we assign may be taken from textbooks or other 
published sources, other courses, or previous offerings of this course. It is not 
acceptable to use pre-existing solutions to these problems in completing this 
assignment.  
 
Before consulting the teaching staff, make sure you have made a genuine 
effort to solve the problems by yourself. This is really important so you can 
see where your misconceptions or misunderstandings are and focus on them. 
After this reflection, if you have any questions, please consult one of the TFs 
or course instructors. 


