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Director’s Letter 

To the students and faculty of the Harvard Foundation:

Thank you for your contributions to the success of the Harvard Foundation in the fall semester of the 
2014-2015 academic year.  Our monthly Student-Faculty Advisory Committee meetings included student 
participants from more than 50 College-recognized ethno-cultural groups at each meeting, and were con-

structive, productive, and consistent with the Foundation’s mission.  
 
 In the fall semester, the Harvard Foundation received over 60 grant applications for a total of $62,000 
to support proposed ethno-cultural student projects. From these applications, the Foundation sponsored 51 
student-initiated projects, providing a total of $25,000 in support. These included Dharma’s panel discussion on 
pressing issues related to the Indian economy, government, and environment to expose both Indian and Ameri-
can undergraduates to new perspectives on India; a vigil held by Native Americans at Harvard on Columbus 
Day to honor their ancestors and their long and courageous history, with songs performed on a native drum; the 
Nigerian Students Association’s annual Nigerian Independence Day Gala that featured a video of NSA alumni 
recounting their Harvard experiences as well as performances by student groups and individual students, and 
an array of Nigerian food; and the purchase of costumes and props for the Asian Dance troupe, including red 
Wushu fans for the popular traditional pieces “Dance of Dragons.” Each of the student-initiated cultural projects 
was conducted in one of the Harvard’s Houses or lecture halls. The student grants program was  coordinated by 
Tiffany Ramos and Avni Nahar, Foundation student interns and co-chairs of the Student of Advisory Committee
 
 The students and faculty of the Harvard Foundation were saddened and deeply concerned about some 
violent email threats made against our Asian-American students in the fall semester by an unknown, external 
source. The Harvard community respects and values our Asian-American students and condemns such unac-
ceptable acts of bias and intimidation of students at Harvard. We strive to enable our Asian-American students, 
and students of all ethnic backgrounds, to find Harvard a safe and non-threatening environment in which they 
can pursue their academic studies without fear, intimidation, or distraction. 
 
 One of the major programs of the fall semester was a panel discussion titled “The Crisis in the Middle 
East: Representations and Perspectives of Islam.” The event was co-sponsored by the Prince Alwaleed Islamic 
Studies Program. The participants were Ali Asani, professor of Indo -Muslim and Islamic religion and cultures; 
Malika Zeghal, Prince Alwaleed bin Talal Professor of Contemporary Islamic Life and Thought; and Ousmane 
Kane, the Prince Alwaleed bin Talal Professor in Contemporary Islamic Religion andSociety. The student par-
ticipants were Yacine Fares ’15, president of the Harvard Islamic Society, and Hassaan Shahawy ’16, president 
of the Harvard Palestinian Students Association.
 
 The highlight of the semester was the annual Peter J. Gomes Humanitarian Award and lecture. Harvard 
Foundation students and faculty chose His Excellency Ban Ki-moon, Secretary-General of the United Nations, 
as the Humanitarian of the Year for 2014. The senior faculty advisors for this project were Professors John E. 
Dowling, James J. McCarthy, William Gelbart, Benedict Gross, Harry R. Lewis, William A. Graham, Sandra 
Naddaff, and University Marshal Jackie O’Neill. Harvard Foundation interns greeted the Secretary-General 
upon his arrival. The first program of the day was a faculty luncheon and discussion of United Nation programs 
with the Secretary-General and a diverse group of Harvard faculty and House masters, held at the Harvard 
Faculty Club.  This program was followed by a roundtable discussion at Wadsworth House with College student 
leaders covering a variety of United Nations initiatives under the Secretary-General’s leadership.
 
            Continued on page 18
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UNDERSTANDING DIGITAL VIOLENCE 

On the evening of Wednesday, October 29, 
Harvard Foundation interns and race-relations 
tutors at Winthrop House hosted a dinner for 

Carla Martin, a lecturer in the Department of African 
and African-American Studies. The dinner was catered 
by Winthrop House dining services. The event was 
a response to emailed death threats that targeted pre-
dominantly female-identified students of Asian back-
grounds. The event sought to contextualize digital acts 
of violence, especially as they are deployed against 
people based on identity markers like race and gender. 

 The event drew House members to discuss the changing dynamics of targeted digital violence given in-
novations in social media, cyber communication, and digital technology as a whole. Many of the themes sprout-
ed from the way students reacted to the email threats. Martin, who teaches “Exploring Race and Community in 
the Digital World,” started the discussion by talking about her experience and research, and how they apply to 
issues students face on campus. She continued the discussion by answering questions and promoting a dialogue. 
Martin spoke briefly about the College administration’s response to the death threats and shed a bit of light on 
the thought process behind it.

 Winthrop House race-relations tutors Carl Miller and Kera Street helped facilitate the discussion by 
seasoning it with their own experiences and guided questions. Miller talked about the overall expanding scope 
of social media and the privacy concerns that raises, citing a time when he found a photo of himself in the back-
ground of someone’s Facebook photo. 

 Martin focused the discussion on an academic perspective of the online landscape. Because the Web is 
unregulated and basically uncharted, it makes for murky jurisdiction. The anonymity makes it very susceptible 
to cyberviolence and threats in a way that is uniquely challenging. It is difficult to navigate what is and is not 
permissible legally, let alone socially and morally. Adding a layer to that discourse is the fact that what consti-
tutes evidence online is unclear, e.g. do search and seizure laws protect online property, and are a Tweet or an 
Instagram photo collage considered intellectual property? Jordan Weiers ’16,  a Winthrop House resident who 
attended the event, remarked, “In light of all of the cyber threats occurring on Harvard’s campus recently, it 
is valuable to get an academic perspective going forward and to think about ways that laws can be changed to 
hold people responsible for cyberviolence.” Many of the students in attendance felt that the discussion was very 
meaningful and added a useful dialogue to the campus discourse surrounding the ongoing cyberthreats levied 
against members of the community. 

 “Professor Martin’s talk was an awesome opportunity for us here at Winthrop House. Her perspective 
and the discussion it opened up really gave us room to seriously think about how power and violence are de-
ployed against women and people of color in a digitized society,” said Street. “A major takeaway for me was 
that these dynamics, in a lot of ways, simply mirror the unfortunate dynamics of race and gender relations in our 
society. Despite that, however, I am encouraged. All is not lost. As long as we keep talking about this stuff; as 
long as we keep addressing it head-on, we put ourselves in the position to not just accept this culture, but en-
gage it, challenge it, subvert it, and change it. By no means is a task like this easy, but it is absolutely necessary 
if our society, online and offline, is going to be a place where anyone, regardless of color or gender or sexual 
orientation or any identity marker, can flourish without threat of violence.”

 This discussion sparked a series of events in Winthrop House about race and culture. Most prominently, 
following this discussion, the race-relations tutors instituted a weekly Diversity Table in the dining hall to dis-
cuss issues concerning diversity and race relations. Issues have ranged from interracial dating to what it means 
to be an effective ally to how privilege works to the limitations of privilege-baiting. 

           Written by Irfan Mahumd ’16
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On the evening of October 8, the Harvard Foundation and with 
the Prince Alwaleed Islamic Studies Program joined forces 
to host a discussion in the Fong Auditorium of Boylston 

Hall. The discussion on how Islam is regarded by the media and 
the public arose in the aftermath of growing attention to the Islamic 
State of Iraq and Syria and the intense Islamaphobia demonstrated 
by pundits such as Fox News’ Bill O’Reilly.

 The panel was led by a students and faculty eager to share 
their research and unique perspectives on contemporary Islam. Ali 
Asani, professor of Indo-Muslim Religion and Cultures, discussed 
the danger of seeing Islam as a monolithic tradition. He brought 
to light the many distinct faith communities within the tradition 
to prove otherwise. Another panelist, Malika Zeghal, professor 
in contemporary Islamic life and thought, commented on ISIS’s  
political origins and the United States’s role in its rise to power. 
The last speaker was Ousmane Kane, professor on contemporary 
Islamic religion and society. Kane delved into the African Islamic 
perspective on terrorist groups such as Boko Haram. 

 S. Allen Counter, director of the Harvard Foundation, served 
as moderator. The event was broken into two parts: the first consisted 
of the panelist speaking alone for approximately eight minutes; the 
second involved questions to the panelist from the audience.

 The discussion aimed to examine the Muslim experience in 
America and the stresses that Muslims endure. The discussion began 
with talk about the consequences of the public’s limited knowledge 
about Islam, such as stereotypes and prejudice. Asani discussed 
the portrayal of Islam in American media, particularly the way it is 
“personified” as if it were an animate agent like a human being, as a 
force that promotes violence. “Islam is neither violent or peaceful; people promote violence or peace in the name 
of Islam,” he said. To follow up on Asani’s comment, other panelists illustrated how the media has had a big hand 
in creating deep anxieties for the Muslim community.

 Yacine Fares ’15, president of the Harvard Islamic Societ, and Hassan Shahawy ’16, president of the 
Harvard Society of Arab students, took the floor to address the Muslim student experience. The student panelists 
spoke about how growing up in a post-9/11 world makes young Muslims defensive. They exemplified in different 

degrees the ways young Muslims are placed under 
great pressure to respond to the media’s attack on 
Islam. 

 The audience actively participated in the 
discussion, with many nuanced questions. The 
event gave panelists and participants a forum to 
delve into the deep social and political structure 
that forms the conversation about Islam in America. 
The hope at the end of this event was to catalyze a 
wider discussion on campus concerning religious 
stereotyping and discrimination and get people 
thinking about the media’s role in their perception 
of Islam. This discussion represented the continued 
efforts of the Harvard Foundation for Intercultural 
and Race Relations to advance understanding of 
issues concerning cultural relations on campus and 
beyond.

      Written by Nuha Saho ’18

THE CRISIS IN THE MIDDLE EAST: 
REPRESENTATIONS AND PERSPECTIVES OF ISLAM

From L: Professor Ousmane Kane, Malika Zeghal, Ali Asani, 
Yacine Fares ’15, Hassan Shahawy ’16
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Fall 2014 was a particularly tumultuous semester for race relations in the United States – and for Harvard. 
On November 24, a grand jury annouced that it would not indict Darren Wilson, the Ferguson, Mo., 
police officer who had shot and killed Michael Brown, an unarmed black teenager. A month earlier, on 

October 3, hundreds of Harvard students, particularly Asian-American women, were targeted in a racist email 
that threated to kill them the next day.

 As these and other events unfolded, communities of color and students felt pain. In the midst of the 
sadness, my fellow Harvard Foundation intern Aubrey Walker’15 and I saw in ourselves and our peers the need 
for support, for acknowledgement of pain, and to alleviate feelings of isolation. This need was particularly 
evidenced by our own relationship and our inability to support each other despite the pain each knew the other 
felt. 

 We began to interrogate the barriers by showing support across racial lines and between minority 
groups. It was hard, uncomfortable, and painful; we cried; but we began to build ourselves up and support one 
another. We are still a work in progress, but these are the types of conversations that were happening and need 
to happen more.

 Prompted by these conversations and experiences, Aubrey and I planned an event to begin a conversa-
tion about how we, as students and peers, could support each other and show solidarity. As students we have 
more agency than we realize to support each other in meaningful and powerful ways. We held the event on 
December 3 in Fong Auditorium, with eight student leaders from various affinity groups involved in intercul-
tural work. We aimed to investigate how communities of  people of color (POC) could best support the needs 
of other POC communities, and how we could use the existing infrastructure of cultural groups to pursue that 
goal. 

The panelists included: Opeoluwa Adebanjo, Black Community Leaders; Sarah Cole, Black 
Students Association; Alvin Gordian, Fuerza Latina; Sasanka Jinadasa, Gay Lesbian Or What-

ever and South Asian Association; Greg Kristof, Asian-American Brotherhood; Katherine 
Kulik, Native Americans at Harvard College; Ikaika Ramones, Hawaii Club, and 
Dorothy Villarreal, Concilio Latino. Aubrey Walker and Maya Dorje moderated. 

INTERCULTURAL SOLIDARITY: 
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HOW PEOPLE OF COLOR CAN SUPPORT EACH OTHER

Experiences in Intercultural work

 The first topic explored the panelists’ experiences in intercultural work. Catherine Kulik noted the diver-
sity of Native Americans’ backgrounds at Harvard. She talked about her involvement in Ivy Native conferences 
and how “there is still more work to be done to make people feel like they have a voice.” Walker underscored 
the significance of intracultural solidarity and how “we are somehow assuming a monolith.” Asian-American 
Brotherhood member Greg Kristof acknowledged the ability of organizations like his to create relationships 
between members from a different sectors of the Asian-American community. He added it is “also important to 
turn outward. ... We really want solidarity and organizations turning toward each other.” He cited as an example 
the AAB co-hosting an event with the Black Men’s Forum “about the ceiling – bamboo ceiling/glass ceiling.” 

 While turning towards each other is important, it can be difficult. Reflecting on issues of class, the “I, 
too, am Harvard” campaign, the diversity report, and postering about police brutality, Dorothy Villarreal shared 
how, “personally, I struggled with leading just outside my own community.” 

Importance of social ties and self-education in solidarity

 “What facilitates intercultural dialogue, allyship, solidiarity, and support?” asked Walker. Ikaika Ra-
mones from the Hawaii Club highlighted the critical role of self-education involved in being an ally and show-
ing solidarity. “We are not Native Americans but we learn … that helps form solidarity.” Sarah Cole from the 
Black Students Association noted the strong bond between the black and Latino communities and the lack of 
solidarity between Asian-Americans and Pacific Islanders. She attributed this to the strong social ties between 
the Latino and black communities and lack of social interaction between the black and Asian-American com-
munities on campus. Kristof added that harmful racial stereotypes “are broken down by having friends of 
other groups. The avenue for fostering solidiarity isn’t intellectual; it’s a social one.” He said different cultural 
groups should utilize the existing campus infrastructure to get to know each other by throwing parties with other 
groups. Opeoluwa Adebanjo of Black Community Leaders recommended starting to form solidarity between 
friends who already know each other.

 The discussion shifted from the importance of social ties in solidarity to structural oppression. Sasanka 
Jinadasa said, “It’s not about hating white people. It is about how whiteness is structural. Our oppression is all 
tied up. We need to talk about how whiteness is functioning to hurt all of us in different but important interlock-
ing ways.” Cole agreed on “a shared oppression from white supremacy,” but pointed out how “a lot of time we 
ignore the problems of others.” She stressed the need to rebuild within and between cultural groups. 

Navigating allyship

 Adebanjo stated that “to show solidarity, an ally should ask, ‘How can I help?’  Not, ‘I’m going to help 
you.’ It’s not about you.” She added, “As an ally it is very important that you do not know what you think you 
know. Assume you know nothing. Do the research.” The final discussion addressed realizing one’s own position 
in society. Alvin Gordian advised, “Show up and listen. Recognize our own privileges. We shouldn’t use it to 
shame others. Recognize who we are so we know when to help and when to be helped.” 

           Written by Maya Dorje ’15 
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Peter J. Gomes 
Humanitarian Award ceremony

U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 

On December 2, 2014, His Excellency Ban Ki-moon, the secretary-general of the United Nations, 
visited Harvard University to receive the Harvard Foundation’s 2014 Humanitarian of the Year 
award. Welcomed to the University by President Emeritus Derek C. Bok, Ban accepted the award 

on behalf of the “brave and courageous U.N. staff.” The secretary-general delivered the annual Peter 
J. Gomes Humanitarian Lecture at Harvard’s Memorial Church before an audience of more than 1,000 
students, faculty, and guests. “The United Nations is a ship of hope, and Ban Ki-moon is the captain of 
this ship. He has faced tough challenges with courage and prudence,” Harvard Foundation Director S. 
Allen Counter, who presented the award, said in his introduction. In his speech, Ban replied, “Let me 
congratulate you for your longstanding efforts to promote harmony among the many communities at 
Harvard. People today are more connected than ever before. At its best, this process of interaction leads 
to interdependence and a recognition of our common humanity.”

 Ban spoke eloquently about the wide range of United Nations initiatives he has supported as 
secretary-general, and continues to support. These U.N.-backed initiatives include a new, global treaty 
on climate change, and efforts to reduce poverty and hunger, promote edu cation — especially for girls 
— fight disease, and protect the environment. He said his new Human Rights Up Front initiative “would 
compel the U.N. to speak up against human rights abuses around the world, far earlier.” The secretary-
general also spoke of efforts that are underway to reduce the global nuclear footprint — “to challenge the 
belief that nuclear weapons should be valued as a rational basis for defense and national prestige.”

honored at the 

Humanitarian Award ceremony, Memorial Church.
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 Prior to his lecture, Secretary-General 
Ban met with 30 distinguished Harvard faculty 
at a luncheon where he addressed a number 
of topics involving the U.N.’s role in global 
projects, particularly the climate change 
initiative. Senior Harvard Foundation advisers 
led the luncheon discussion: Professors James 
J. McCarthy, John E. Dowling, William 
Gelbart, Benedict Gross, and Harry Lewis. 
Other discussion leaders were Professors Diana 
Eck, Orlando Patterson, Peter J. Burgard, and 
Melissa Franklin.
 
 Following his meeting with Harvard 
faculty, the secretary-general and his wife, Yoo 
Soon-taek, visited Wadsworth House, where 
University Marshal Jackie O’Neill graciously received them. Ban signed the official Harvard University 
Guest Register in Wadsworth House, and wrote a statement of appreciation for his Humanitarian Award. 
Attending the Guest Register signing were Ambassador R. Nicholas Burns, professor of diplomacy 
and international relations at the Harvard Kennedy School, and Biology Professor Dr. Pardis Sabeti, a 
specialist on Ebola. 
  
 For an hour, the Wadsworth House conference room was the stage for a wide-ranging discussion 
about a variety of international subjects. Ban engaged students on a number of topics and urged them 
to become leaders in international affairs to help resolve some of the many difficult ethnic, cultural, 
religious, and political conflicts throughout the world.

Ban and Yoo were welcomed to Massachusetts Hall by University President Drew Gilpin Faust. The 
secretary-general expressed his appreciation for the 2015 Harvard Foundation humanitarian award and 
the invitation to visit Harvard as a guest of honor. Faust and Ban discussed Harvard and U.N. projects 
that have mutual connections. Faust was particularly interested in the United Nations’ new initiative on a 
U.S. Slavery Memorial and Civil War project, and Ban invited her to participate in the historic initiative.

 The secretary-general’s day of recognition and activities ended with an honorary dinner at 
Winthrop House, under the auspices of House Masters Ronald Sullivan and Stephanie Robinson. 
William F. Lee, senior member of the Harvard Corporation, served as honorary host and chairman for 
the dinner. 

 In his final remarks to the more than 100 students and faculty gathered at the dinner, Ban urged 
Harvard College students to become involved with world affairs and said he hoped that many of the 
students there would become leaders in resolving world conflicts and challenges in the future. He said 

that the world was depending on their leadership and 
commitment as future citizen leaders to improve the 
condition of humanity.

   
   Written by Harvard Foundation Staff 
  

Jiwon Kim ’16, president of the Harvard Korean 
Students Association delivers tribute to the 

U.N. Secretary-General 

U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
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The U.N. Secretary-General was greeted at the honorary faculty luncheon by, from left; Professor Harry R. Lewis; Professor James J. McCarthy; Professor Kenneth Manning;Professor William Gelbart; House Master, Michael Rosengarden; Professor Diana Eck; Harvard Catholic Chaplain, 
Father Micheal Drea; Professor Christi McDonald; Professor Benedict Gross; U.N. Secretray-General Ban Ki-moon; Professor Fernando Reimers; Professor John Dowling; Professor Peter Bughard,;Professor Melissa Franklin & Weatherhead Center executive director Steve Bloomfield; 
Professor Orlanda Paterson, Professor Alyssa Goodman.
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The U.N. Secretary-General and Mrs. Ban are welcomed to Harvard University with a presentation of flowers by Maya Counter; a meeting in Massachusettes Hall with University President Drew Faust;welcoming remarks at the Peter J. Gomes lecture by President Emeritus Derek Bok. 
Greetings by the Xiao Li Ming, dean of the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences; Sandra Naddaff, dean of the Harvard Summer School; Mr. William F. Lee ’72, Senior Fellow of the Harvard Corporation introduced Ban at the honorary dinner; Dean Rakesh Khurana 
addresses students and faculty at the honorary dinner; the Secretary-General and Mrs. Ban are welcomed to Winthrop House by Housemasters Ronald Sullivan and Stephanie Robinson and their son, Trey; University Marshal, Jackie O’Neill and Professor-Ambassodor Nicholas Burns 
welcome the Ban’s to Wadsworth House; Professor Pardis Sabeti discusses her ebola research with the U.N. Secretary-General; Ban Ki-moon thanks the Winthrop House dining staff. 
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HONORING THE U.N. SECRETARY-GENERAL: 
A STUDENT PERSEPECTIVE

HARVARD FOUNDATION JOURNAL, FALL 2014

I arrived in India more than 20 years after Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon left a powerful legacy of 
Indian-South Korean collaboration. That legacy 

was something that still stood out on Diplomats’ Row. 
It was something that still stuck in the minds of families 
in Meerut and surrounding smaller towns around Delhi. 
And it was something that was evident in the emergence 
of Gurgaon, a sector of the city born out of fierce 
competition and productive collaboration among Indian 
and South Korean workers intent on creating a true 
urban infrastructure. Ban’s post in India was, for him, an 
opportunity among others he chose to pursue. His ongoing 
campaigns for human rights and the protection of bodily 
sovereignty are, to me, an essential way of understanding 
a humanity that transcends national borders. That is the 
work he has been doing his whole life. 
 
 Welcoming U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon to Harvard were President Emeritus Derek C. Bok, 
Dean of Harvard Summer School Dean Sandra Naddaff, 
and Harvard Foundation Director, S. Allen Counter. 
I was selected along with Jiwon Kim ’16, president of 
the Harvard Korean students association, to represent 
Harvard College students. 

 The U.N. Secretary-General accepted the 
Harvard Foundation’s award for the 2014 Humanitarian 
of the Year with a graceful speech at Memorial Church 
before a packed audience that lined the pews and spilled 
in from the chilly outdoors. He was honored with the tributes of students and leaders who commented on his 
commendable leadership in building transnational solidarity and respecting human rights’ issues and bringing 
them to the forefront of the global discourse on diplomacy. His actions in gender advocacy and environmental 
justice took center stage in the lecture. 

 As stated in my tribute to the Secretary-General, it has long been assumed that what makes an effective 
diplomat is a flawless performance, a constant  display of knowledge and courtesy. Indeed, these are indispensable 
components of  diplomacy. There is something in growing the connective tissue between all humanity that takes 
the form of battle, that necessitates a fearlessness and a vision of how we do not simply cover the tears in our 
transnational conscience, but heal them. 

 In his speech at Harvard, the Secretary-General reminded the audience of his mission, which is affirmed 
every day in the work that he does. He said that respected leaders never let change drive them, they must drive 
the change themselves. Ban said that to lead in gender advocacy and climate justice, for example, one must but 
simply start. He called upon the faculty and student body to take the lead in climate change and gender justice 
intiatives.
 
 The very beginning of his work is what is closest to my heart: the work he started in New Delhi 
and, in an impassioned fight for human rights, has continued ever since. This was work that enabled 
change on the ground - a connection that as a student and an activist and a citizen, can sometimes seem 
abstract in my understanding of diplomacy. 

           Written by Kirin Gupta ’16

Kirin Gupta ’16, Harvard Foundation intern, 
delivers a tribute to the U.N. Secretary-General
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On the afternoon of Tuesday December 2, the Harvard 
Foundation hosted a private student discussion with U.N. 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon in Wadsworth House. The 

conversation complemented the large-scale ceremony in Memorial 
Church that honored the Secretary-General as the Harvard 
Foundation’s Humanitarian of the Year. Students were able to 
engage him in an intimate dialogue, asking him questions about his 
work and his passions. The event marked a great opportunity for the 
Secretary-General to interact with the students.

 Ban started the discussion by introducing some of the things 
he himself is passionate about. He, added, however, that it is hard 
to talk about issues in isolation because they continually intersect 
and interface. For instance, he spoke about human rights under 
military intervention and addressed development issues in Africa. 
The unique platform of this roundtable discussion was that students 
were able to direct the conversation and discuss things about which 
they themselves are passionate. As a result, students asked a range 
of questions, from the relevance of the International Monetary Fund 
and the World Trade Organization in Africa to the concerns regarding 
China-Tibet relations. 
 
 Two points that Ban continued to highlight were the role of youth and youth empowerment in leadership 

for the future and his commitment to gender equity in the U.N. 
Gurbani Kaur ’17, the coordinator of the event, noted, “His story 
regarding the mechanisms through which he single-handedly, 
against much resistance, increased the presence of women in 
the boardroom dramatically helped me appreciate the power of 
true solidarity and allyship.” Many of the students in attendance 
described the event as very special and remarkable. Avni Nahar 
’17 described it as “an unforgettable experience, and a defining 
‘Harvard moment’ for sure.” 
“The Secretary-General of the United Nations is one of the most 
influential and powerful people in the world, and to have the 
opportunity for a private roundtable discussion with a handful 
of students is simply remarkable!” said Rahim Mawji ’15. “It 
is at moments like these that I truly appreciate the unmatchable 
opportunities we have been accorded and will continue to be 
accorded as Harvard students.” The roundtable was more than 
a discussion: It was a call to action. He strove to show that the 
future of global leadership lies in the hands of today’s youth, 
and students at Harvard would have much of that agency. In a 
serendipitous juxtaposition, the Harvard Model U.N. Secretary-
General addressed the U.N. Secretary-General as he discussed 
the future leaders of the world. 

 “The main takeaway was that he truly emphasized the 
importance of the burden on the younger generation and why it 
was important to care and important to be galvanized into action 
by issues that surround us,” summed up Jasmine Chia ’18.

           Written by Irfan Mahmud ’16   

STUDENTS MEET WITH U.N. SECRETARY-GENERAL:
 AN ENLIGHTENING DISCUSSION IN WADSWORTH HOUSE                         

U.N. Secratary-General Ban Ki-moon 
signs the official 

Harvard University guest Register.

Left: U.N. Secretary-General speaks with Harvard College 
student leaders on United Nations intitiaves including gender 

equity and human trafficking at Wadsworth House
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Under Construction
Our main event this semester was 
a fall concert, which was made 
possible by our SAC grant! We 
firmly believe that we should hold 
these concerts free of charge, in an 
attempt to encourage attendance 
regardless of ability to contribute 
financially. We had a diverse 
selection of songs, ranging from 
a mash-up of Alicia Keys and the 
Black Eyed Peas to a traditional 
Christian hymn. As an organization 
filled with diverse expressions of 
Christian faith, our mission is to 
share the joy and hope we’ve found 
in our faith with others in a non-
threatening and fun way. It was a 
success!

Native Americans 
at Harvard College

On Columbus Day we assembled 
outside the old Harvard Indian 

College to come together as people 
in order to honor our ancestors and 

the long and courageous history 
that gave rise to our presence. The 
vigil came to an end with a song 

performed with a Native drum. We 
had a mixer with the Hawaii Club, 
which was a great opportunity to 

be ourselves and share our cultural 
backgrounds.This gathering was 
a fun way in which members of 

NAHC and the Hawaii club were 
able to set aside busy schedules to 

interact. 

Latinas Unidas
Latinas Unidas welcomed the year 
by hosting our second annual LU 
soirée, with food, conversation, 
music, and dancing in abundance. 
Because fostering community, 
especially with other cultural 
groups, is one of our main goals, 

we co-sponsored a study break with 
the Asian Women’s Association 
and promoted sisterhood between 
members of both organizations. 
In November, we held a dinner 
for the Latina Empowerment and 
Development (LEAD) Conference, 
which was the most highly attended 
to date, featuring visiting high 
school students for the first time.

PADAME 
This semester our group held many 
workshops in preparation for a few 
showcases. We had the pleasure 
of performing at the Harvard 
Yale showcase, Body and Soul. In 
addition we performed on campus 
and off campus. Thanks to this 
grant we were able to explore and 
perform different types of dance, 
including contemporary African. 
Some of the money we were able 
to save toward our Wintersession 
program, which included people 
from all over campus. All the work 
we’ve done has been a great way to 
introduce people to African dance.

Half-Asian People’s Association
Our events started out with the 
Spirited Away movie night, which 
showcased a Japanese animated 
movie. We also did a Toast Box  
Study Break with HKS. Then 
we had a HAPA soiree, at which 
our members bonded. That was 
followed by a mixer with Tufts and 
Wellesley that let students formed 
connections with their counterparts 
at nearby schools’ HAPAs.  Finally 
our discussion over sushi was 
great because it gave people the 
opportunity to learn from each 
other.  All in all, the events we 
had this semester were great.

Harvard Taekwondo
HTKD used its Harvard Foundation 
grant to pay for instructor-related 
costs in order to make sure that our 
demo team received its professional 
instruction, so that HTKD can 
keep performing quality demos.  
Our coach, Michael Tang, came 
twice a week every week to give 
instructions to our team, running 
various drills and helping especially 
new members hone skills necessary 

Bolivian Association 
In collaboration with Refresh Bolivia 
and the Harvard Undergraduate 
Global Health Forum, we presented 
Water Week, during which three 
key events took place: the Water for 
our World awareness event, where 
MIT senior lecturer Susan Murcott, 
spoke about her work with water 
sanitation; the Bolivian study break, 
which brought salteñas, empanadas, 
guarana and other Bolivian snacks 
to campus along with Bolivian 
music and games; and a screening 
of a documentary highlighting the 
Bolivian citizens’ struggle for access 
to clean water for past decades.

Harvard Islamic Society
With the much-appreciated support 
of the Harvard Foundation for 
Intercultural and Race Relations, 
HIS was able to organize a number 
of diverse and new events. One 
highlight was our Fall Dinner; a rich 
expression of the huge diversity of 
Muslim cultures and traditions.  The 
event had more than 200 attendees, 
representing every school at 
Harvard University.

PADAME

Under Construction

Harvard Islamic Society Event
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Hong Kong Society 

Nigerian Students Association
We hosted a very special edition of 
our annual Nigerian Independence 
Day Gala. Not only was it our fifth 
time holding this event, but it was 
also the 10th  anniversary of the 
Nigerian Students Association as a 
Harvard student group. To celebrate 
these coincident birthdays, we put 
together a video of NSA alumni 
recounting their experiences as a 
part of the organization. In addition 
to the performances of student 
groups and individuals, the array 
of Nigerian food, and the company 
of students from Harvard and the 
wider Boston community, this video 
was a highlight of the gala.

Black Men’s Forum 
The Black Men’s Forum strives 
to build a network of support and 
encouragement for black men on 
campus and work toward solutions 
of issues relevant to blacks 
everywhere. We are an organization, 
however, that calls for all to join, 
regardless of race. During initiation 
we allow people who have accepted 
our invitation to meet other new 
members and older members and 
find community by sharing similar 
and unique cultural experiences 
and perspectives. Initiation is an 
exciting, haze-free process that 
serves as our official welcome to the 
Black Men’s Forum.

Asian- American Dance Troupe 
The Asian- American Dance Troupe 
has been spreading awareness of 
Asian dances at multiple events, 
such as Harvard China Care’s 
Benefit Dinner and Harvard TAPS. 
Enrollement has reached 165 
members. Since our main show 
is in the spring, a lot of thought 
and preparation has been going 
into planning for the show and 
practicing the dances. We have 
used the costumes/props grant we 
received from SAC to purchase red 
Wushu fans for one of our popular 
traditional Chinese pieces, “Dance 
of Dragons.” The rest of the grant 
was used to hold a fun social that 
brought people closer.

Fuerza Latina
This fall we observerd Palabra, a 
traditional celebration of Latina/
Hispanic culture, through various 
art media. We also devled into  shad-

ism, continuing our discussion about 
the complexities  of complexion 
and current issues surrounding 
skin-tone bias. We also marked 
the 21st anniversary of our group. 
For that event, we invited past 
Fuerza presidents and members to 
speak about what the community 
meant to them. The Black Students 
Association/Fuerza mixer aimed to 
build personal connections between 
old and new memnbers of Harvard’s 
Latino and black communities. 
Lastly, we held “The Politics of 
Spanglish,” a discussion on the rise 
of Spanglish and its implications. 

Hellenic Society
The Hellenic Society had a great 
semester. All of our events allowed 
to us share Greek culture with the 
greater Harvard community. For 
“Oxi Day,” we celebrated a national 
holiday and major event in Greek 
history.  We introduced non-Greek 
students to Greek arts through 
modern Greek film and traditional 
Greek dance, and shared Greek food 
and music through a multicultural 
mixer. We appreciate the Harvard 
Foundation’s support and we are 
looking forward to more fun events 
during the coming semester!

Korean Association 
This semester the Harvard Korean 
Association hosted many events, 
including the Harvard-Yale dinner 
event co-hosted with Yale Korean 
Association and the Korean 
Association Movie Screening co-
hosted which welcomed Koreans 
from the Harvard’s graduate 
schools.

Hong Kong Society
This past semester we provided 
an extraordinary set of events for 
our constituency and the general 
Harvard community, including 
an event that showcased the food 
of Hong Kong, a career panel at 
OCS that brought in accomplished 
professionals, our  Lan Kwai 
Fong mixer, which attracted many 
students interested in Hong Kong, 
and some great catered food and 
music, a casino night that featured 
cultural games like mahjongg, and 
a DYI Toast Box Desert Gala that 
was hugely popular, a traditional 
Chinese medicine workshop, and a 
screening of a classic Hong Kong 
movie with catered food.

Kuumba Singers 
of Harvard College 

For the Christmas Concert, the choir 
sang songs reflective of the African 
Diaspora in the theme of the holiday 
spirit. The concert was free to all 
and we only collected donations. 
Kuumba uses this concert as a way 
of honoring Dr. S. Allen Counter for 
his continual support of the choir. 
The grant was used to help offset 
sound and recording costs.

South Korean Student Association
Fall Dinner this year was one of the 
greatest events of the semester. This 
year we held this event in Leverett 
Dining Hall and had a fantastic 
turnout. More than 200 people 
showed up - a lot more than we 
expected - and we ended up running 
out of food. Regardless, the event 
was a huge success, as freshman 
parents were in town and got to 
meet a large part of the South Asian 
community on campus. It was a 
great way to bring everyone together 
during the first semester and make 
the freshmen feel at home.

Korean Association
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Director’s Letter continued

 
 The pinnacle of the day was the Peter J. Gomes Humanitarian Lecture delivered by the Secretary-Gener-
al at Harvard’s Memorial Church before an audience of approximately 1,000 students, faculty, and guests. The 
Secretary-General was welcomed to Harvard by University President Emeritus Derek Bok. Sandra Naddaff, 
Dean of the Harvard Summer School, delivered a faculty tribute. Jiwon Kim, president of the Harvard Korean 
Students Association, and Kirin Gupta, intern at the Harvard Foundation, delivered student tributes. Following 
my introduction, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon delivered an excellent lecture that received a resounding ova-
tion from the audience. 

 Following the lecture, the Secretary-General and his wife were welcomed to Massachusetts Hall by 
University President Drew Gilpin Faust. Ban and Faust discussed a variety of subjects, including the United 
Nations’ commission of the American Civil War History/Slavery project. Faust expressed an interest in work-
ing with the United Nations on this project, and the Secretary-General welcomed her involvement. The program 
concluded with an elegant dinner for the Secretary-General and 100 students and faculty in the Winthrop House 
dining hall. The dinner was hosted by Winthrop House Masters Ron Sullivan and Stephanie Robinson. William 
F. Lee, senior member of the Harvard Corporation, served as the official host for the dinner.  Rakesh Khurana, 
dean of Harvard College, addressed the audience about the significance of the Harvard Foundation humanitarian 
program and its relation to the mission of Harvard College.  

 Mr. Lee gave an eloquent introduction of the Secretary-General, who delivered a second lecture on the 
importance of student involvement in international peace and relief initiatives. The entire program was excel-
lent, and the Rev. Professor Gomes would have been proud of this special tribute to his memory. By all ac-
counts, the program was successful and an important milestone for the Harvard Foundation and Harvard Col-
lege. 

 I am most grateful to the Will and Jada Smith Family Foundation and their director of philanthropy Jana 
Babatunde-Bey for their generous gift to the Harvard Foundation to support the Humanitarian project. 

 I would like to thank the students and faculty of the Harvard Foundation, the student interns, and the 
representatives of the 80 different member student organizations for their participation in the work of the Har-
vard Foundation. 

Dr. S. Allen Counter 
Director of the Harvard Foundation
Professor of Neurology
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Harvard Foundation Faculty Advisory Committee Members 2014-15

2014-2015 SAC Board 
Tiffany Marie Ramos, SAC Co-Chair • Avni Nahar, SAC Co-Chair • Varnel Antoine, SAC Treasurer

Africa Business and Investment Club • Association of Black Harvard Women • Ballet Folklórico de Aztlán 
• Canadian Club •College Students for Bangladesh • Concilio Latino de Harvard 

 • Dharma (Harvard Hindu Students Assoc.) • Disorient Players •Dominican Students’ Association • Fuerza Latina 
• Harvard African Students Association • Harvard Asian-American Dance

Troupe • Harvard Bhangra • Harvard Black Men’s Forum • Harvard Black Pre-Law Society 
• Harvard Black StudentsAssociation • Harvard BlackCAST • Harvard College Bolivia Association  

• Harvard Bulgarian Club • Harvard Chinese Music
Ensemble • Harvard College Act on a Dream • Harvard College First Generation Student Union  

• Harvard College Irish Dancers
• Harvard College Latino Men’s Collective • Harvard College Lebanese Club • Harvard College Sangeet 

• Harvard College Teatro • Harvard Francophone Society • Harvard Global China Connection • Harvard GLOW 
• Harvard Haitian Alliance  •Harvard Half Asian People’s Association • Harvard Hellenic Society • Harvard Hillel 
• Harvard Hong Kong Society • Harvard Islamic Society • Harvard Japan Society • Harvard Korean Association 

• Harvard Latinos in Health Careers • Harvard Organization for Latin America • Harvard Peruvian Society 
• Harvard Philippine Forum • Harvard Polish Society • Harvard Queer Students and Allies • Harvard Society of Arab Students 

• Harvard South Asian Association • Harvard South Asian Dance Company • Harvard South Asian Men’s Collective 
• Harvard Taekwondow • Harvard Taiwanese Cultural Society • Harvard Thai Society 

• Harvard Undergraduate Brazilian Association • Harvard Vietnamese Association 
• Harvard-Radcliffe Asian American Association • Harvard Radcliffe Catholic Students Association • Harvard-Radcliffe RAZA 

 • Holoimua O Hawaii • Harvard Radcliffe Chinese Students Association • Iranian Association • Kuumba Singers of Harvard College 
• La Organización de Puertorriqueños • Latinas Unidas de Harvard • Mariachi Veritas de Harvard

 • Native Americans at Harvard College Nigerian Students Association • Pan-African Dance and Musical Ensemble 
• Singapore, Indonesia and  Malaysia Association • Harvard US-India Initiative • Simplicissimus, Journal of Germanic Studies

Ali Asani, Professor of the Practice of Indo-Muslim Languages and Cultures
 Alison Simmons, Samuel H. Wolcott Professor of Philosophy

Benedict Gross, George Vasmer Leverett Professor of Mathematics
Bruce Price ’72, Associate Professor of Neurology, Chief of the Department of Neurology at McLean Hospital

Cassandra Extavour, Associate Professor of Organismic and Evolutionary Biology 
David L. Evans, Senior Harvard College Admissions Officer

Harry Richard Lewis, Gordon McKay Professor of Computer Science 
Jay M. Harris, The Harry Austryn Wolfson, Professor of Jewish Studies  

John E. Dowling ’57, Ph.D. ’61, Gordon and Llura Gund Professor of Neurosciences, Professor of Ophthalmology
Leo H. Buchanan, Audiologist, Harvard University Health Services

 Marla Frederick, Professor of African and African American studies and of Religion 
Michael McElroy, Gilbert Butler Professor of Environmental Studies

Robert Lue, Professor of the Practice of Molecular and Cellular Biology, Director of Life Sciences Education
Robin Gottlieb, Professor of the Practice in the teaching of Mathematics

S. Allen Counter, Director of the Harvard Foundation, Professor of Neurology
Sandra Naddaff, Dean Harvard Summer School,

Scott Edwards, Alexander Agassiz Professor of Zoology in the Museum of Comparative Zoology, Curator of Ornithology
Steven B. Bloomfield, Executive Director, Harvard University Weatherhead Center for International Affairs

William A. Graham, Dean of the Faculty of Divinity Emeritus, 
William Gelbart, Professor of Molecular and Cellular Biology

William R. Fitzsimmons ’67, Dean of Admissions and Financial Aid to Students
Xiao-Li Meng, Dean of the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, Whipple V. N. Jones Professor of Statistics

Harvard Foundation Student Advisory Committee Member Organizations 2014-2015
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In 1981, the president and deans of Harvard University established the Harvard Foundation for 
Intercultural and Race Relations with the mandate to “improve relations among racial and ethnic 

groups within the University and to enhance the quality of our common life.” In pursuit of this mission, 
the Foundation seeks to involve students of all racial, ethnic, and cultural backgrounds in the ongoing 

enterprises of the University. The Foundation sponsors annual programs and activities that are designed 
to promote interracial and intercultural awareness and understanding in the Harvard community, as well 

as to highlight the cultural contributions of students from all backgrounds.

The Mission of the Harvard Foundation

Jonathan Sands ’17
Avni Nahar ’17

Gurbani Kaur ’17
Doni Lehman ’17

Irfan Mahmud ’16
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Tiffany Ramos ’16

Aubrey Walker ’15 
Maya Dorje ’15 

Rahim Mawji ’15

Cengiz Cemaloglu ’18
Jasmine Chia ’18

Nuha Saho ’18
Olutoyin Demuren ’18

Dr. S. Allen Counter, Director 
Loc Truong, Assistant Director

Wairimu Mwaura, Administrative Coordinator


