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Cultural Rhythms ’89: An Exhilarating Celebration of

Harvard’s Diversity

he Harvard Foundation’s fourth
annual Cultural Rhythms festival
was held on Sunday, February 26,
1989. The festival is a celebration of the
racial and cultural diversity of the Har-
vard community. The event exposes
people to cultures other than their own
in the hope of promoting understand-
ing among diverse peoples.
Florence Griffith Joyner, 1988
Olympic gold medalist in Track and
Field, was this year’s guest host. She
and her husband, Al Joyner, were met
at Logan Airport by a delegation of
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Dr. S. Allen Counter, Director of the Harvard
Foundation (left), and Fred Jewett, Dean of Har-
vard College (right), present the Harvard Founda-
tion award to Florence Griffith Joyner for her
Outstanding Contributions to Athletics.

Olympic gold medalist Florence Griffith Joyner per-
Sforming at the 1988 Olympics in Seoul, South
Korea.

Harvard students and Harvard Foun-
dation representatives on Saturday
afternoon. They were treated to brunch
at Kirkland House on the morning of
the show. Kirkland House residents
and Masters Donald and Cathleen
Pfister were given the opportunity to
share their thoughts about Harvard
and athletics.

Almost one thousand people packed
Sanders Theater to view this year’s cul-
tural show. The show featured groups
representing fifteen different cultures

(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)

from around the world. The show was
held on Sunday, allowing The Har-
vard/Radcliffe Hillel Society to join this
year’s celebration. Audience participa-~
tion was encouraged by many of the
performers. For example, spectators
sang along with the Irish Cultural
Society and jumped on stage to join the
members of the Ngoma East African
Folksong Troupe. Even Florence
Grittith Joyner could not resist danc-
ing to the Caribbean beat of La
Organizacién Estudiantil Boricua de
Harvard/Radcliffe’s dynamic perfor-
mance, Ll Carnaval. They were assisted
by a choreographer from Puerto Rico.
Some organizations, such as the South
Asian Association (SAA) and the
Koreans of Harvard/Radcliffe (KOHR)
presented traditional songs and dances
combined with elements of humor.
One of SAA’s selections was an exam-

Theodore Cheng '91, Mark Joseph '90, Angela
Deaver, Project Coordinator and Raul Perez "90,
greet Florence Griffith Joyner at Boston’s Logan
Afrport.

ple of a courtship dance from modern
Indian cinema. KOHR treated the
audience to a Korean song complete
with literal English translations,
demonstrating that feelings such as
love are transcultural. During the
show, Dr. S. Allen Counter, Director
of the Harvard Foundation, and Fred
Jewett, Dean of Harvard College,
presented Mrs. Joyner with the Har-
vard Foundation’s award for “Out-
standing Contributions to American
Athletics.”

The food festival, held in adjacent
Memorial Hall, drew a larger crowd.
Great food from five continents was
combined with even more cultural
entertainment. Upon entering the Hall,
spectators were greeted with festive
decorations and a lively atmosphere.
Twenty food booths lined the walls,
and performances took place on a small
stage in the Hall. The food selection

Kirkland House Masters Donald and Cathleen Pfister welcome Florence Griffith Joyner and her
husband Al Joyner to a special House luncheon in her honor prior to the Cultural Festival.

ranged from Mexican desserts and
Native American dishes to Vietnamese
lo mein and Greek pastries. The theme
of audience participation continued
when the Harvard Scottish Country
Dancers taught a few steps to the
adventurous. Many people were given
their first taste of exotic foods, and
most went back for seconds.

Proceeds from the event were
donated to Casa Myrna Vasquez, an
organization which provides help for
battered women, and the Pine Street
Inn, a shelter for the homeless. The
producers for this year’s show and food
festival were Michelle Mirchandani
’90, Tammie Thomas 90, and Carlton
Vann "90. They were assisted by many
hardworking volunteers, without
whom this project could not have been
a success.

—Tammie Thomas 90 and
Carlton Vann ’90
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The board of Casa Myrna Vasquez (an organization which provides help for battered women) receives
81,500 check from the Harvard Foundation’s Cultural Festival coordinators: Michelle Mirchandani *90,
Tammie Thomas *90 (seated, front far right), Dr. S. Allen Counter, Carlton Vann *90 (standing, back
far right), and Angela Deaver. A second $1,500 check was given to the Pine Street Inn for the howmeless.
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BSA Conference: “Why We Can’t Wait—The Future
of Blacks in America”

he BSA conference, sponsored by

the Harvard/Radcliffe Black Stu-
dents Association (H/R BSA) and the
Institute of Politics (IOP), at the cul-
mination of two years of planning,
began with an opening address by
Congressman William H. Gray III of
Philadelphia. Congressman Gray’s
inspirational and riveting speech elec-
trified the capacity audience at the John
F. Kennedy School of Government’s
Arco Forum. Congressman Gray’s
speech also set the tone for the rest of
the conference.

On the second day of the conference,
students were treated to a thoughtful
address by the Honorable Richard G.
Hatcher, former four-term mayor of
Gary, Indiana and long time civil rights
activist, on the importance of the
African-American nomenclature.

Mr. Hatcher’s address was followed
by student-run seminars that promoted
student participation and interaction.
Topics such as ““The Declining
Presence of Black Men on College
Campuses,” “Conceptions and Percep-
tions of Blackness and Racial Identity,”
and “Black Student Activism on Col-
lege Campuses,” kept students in
intense discussions both during and
after the seminars.

After the seminars, the conference
events continued at the Arco Forum,
where Dr. Glenn Loury of the
Kennedy School of Government and
Sylvester Monroe of Time magazine
discussed various approaches to solv-
ing the problems faced by Black
Americans in the American underclass.
The two-person panel, mediated by
Muriel Spence, Director of Policy
Analysis at Harvard University’s
Office for Government, Community
and Public Affairs, generated an intense
question and answer period during
which students discovered that there
are no easy solutions to the problems
the panel presented.

Despite the previous day’s full
schedule of activities, conference par-
ticipants returned to the Arco Forum

MIT Professor Willard Johnson addresses confer-
ence participants, faculty, administrators and com-
munity members at the Black Students Association
conference in the Arco Forum of the Kennedy
School of Government.

the next day to hear Professor Willard
Johnson of MIT discuss U.S. foreign
policy towards Africa. Professor John-
son surprised the conference by
bringing along Dr. Chester Crockett,
former U.S. Ambassador to Senegal
and visiting professor at MIT, to
supplement the presentation with his
expertise.

The conference resumed after a
lunch break with a presentation by Dr.
Donald Stewart, President of the Col-
lege Board. The audience, which
included students as well as college
presidents and international educators,
found Dr. Stewart’s discussion of the
relationship between public education
and Black Americans especially timely.

After the student seminars (follow-
ing Dr. Stewart’s presentation), a clos-
ing banquet took place in Memorial
Hall. Harvard Law School Professor
Derek Bell delivered a closing address
at the banquet in which he urged and
challenged the students to continue
working together after the conference
ended. The students celebrated the end
of the conference with a dance spon-
sored by Visions '89 (see article #3).

Although the the goals of the con-
ference; to provide a venue for fruit-
ful interaction and to lay the ground
work for an umbrella organization of
Black student groups across the coun-
try, were realized, “Why We Can’t
Wait” was only the beginning of
extensive interaction among Black stu-
dents on the East Coast.

—Mike Gaouette 90

Visions 89 Intercollegiate All Ethnic
Conference an Unprecedented Success

n the weekend of February 3rd,

1989, approximately one thou-
sand East Coast college students of
diverse backgrounds gathered at
Harvard-Radcliffe for the intercollegi-
ate, all ethnic conference, ““Visions ’89:
Building a Common Future” After
addressing current issues facing differ-
ent minority communities in five
individual conferences (hosted by five
of the minority student organizations
on campus), students came together to
develop a unified student voice on
issues of race and ethnicity. Through-
out the conference, students strove to

define common concerns while
developing a greater understanding and
respect for different perspectives.
Visions '89 opened with a panel dis-
cussion featuring four student leaders
from Stanford University. Rudy
Fuentes, Bill King, Stacey Leyton, and
Vivian Wu shared their experiences as
student leaders working on race rela-
tions at Stanford with their East Coast
peers. Examining their experiences in
the recent Western Culture Campaign
as a case study, the panelists and the
student audience explored the
strengths and the difficulties of coali-
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tion building. Students looked to the
lessons learned by Stanford students
for strategies for successful and power-
ful coalition development on East
Coast campuses.

After attending afternoon activities
sponsored by the various student
organizations, conference participants
returned in the evening for the keynote
address by Dr. Samuel Betances of
Northeastern Illinois University. With
a deft combination of passion and
humor, Dr. Betances left the Sanders
Theatre audience in tears. In the style
of an evangelist, Betances stressed the
importance of working together while
respecting differences in an effort to
improve race relations in the United T o
States. He ended with a powerful plea, ) g . &
still echoed by students, to stop the f ~ / = = ™
self-defeating “‘competition of.V\./hO has  guudent leaders instrumental in the “Visions '89” conference’s success: (front row, left to right) Irene
more scars’ and form ‘“‘coalitions of  Ski *90, Edith Ramirez '89, Theodore Cheng *91, Jeff Camp ’89, Denise Padin "90; (center) Arlene
interests.” : Mayeda ’90; (back row) Manuel Lopez 89, Erich Fox Tree *91, Gustavo Lara 90, Adrian Martinez

Subsequent to a full day of confer- '89, Cindy Castaneda '92, Eva Lum ’89, Robert Henry '90 and Karen Yu '89.
ence activities, over one thousand stu-
dents packed Memorial Hall for the
Visions ’89 dance party.

At the heart of the conference were
discussion groups held Sunday morn-
ing. Discussion groups included: Afro-
American and Ethnic American studies

in the university curriculum, admis- ¥ g IJZ_ é“; .o | b :
y e T

sions and recruitment, racial harrass-
ment and violence, financial aid,
community support, national politics,
minority faculty hiring, primary/
secondary level education, support for r— - A

minority students on campus, and per-  “Pisions ’89” panel guests from Stanford University address a large gathering of intercollegiate conference
ceptions and stereotypes. Participants  members.

reviewed the current situtations at
different campuses and outlined strate-
gies to take in the long run to achieve
common goals.

Visions "89 was the first step for East
Coast students towards developing a
strong unified voice on issues of race
and ethnicity that affect all people.
Visions "89 sparked the enthusiasm and
imagination of the students involved
and helped to develop a student vision
of our common future. With the
memory of Visions ’89, students on
campuses throughout the East Coast
have already begun to pursue a com-
mon vision. '

LN

' Phillip Nash, one of the Visions speakers, addresses
Professor Fernando Agrait, President of the Univer-  students at the Asian American Conference,
sity of Puerto Rico, speaks at the Visions conference.  “Interplay.”’

—Irene Shih ’90
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Harvard Foundation and Quincy House Remember
David Aloian ’49 and Honor Student Leaders

lummer Professor of Christian

Morals Reverend Peter Gomes
inspired and enlightened Harvard
Foundation guests and Quincy House
residents as the featured speaker of this
year’s David Aloian/Harvard Founda-
tion Dinner Lecture. The dinner,
attended by approximately 150 stu-
dents, staff and faculty, was held in
memory of the late David Aloian,
former Quincy House Master and
Director of the Harvard Alumni
Office.

Reverend Gomes told the assembled
guests that “Aloian was one of the
Harvard Foundation’s earliest sup-
porters, having believed in the Foun-
dation from its very inception, a time
when most faculty thought that the
fledgling organization would not last
a year. At that time, Aloian devoted
himself selflessly to the development
of the Foundation’s vision and its ini-
tial programs. His contributions, along
with those of similarly dedicated
faculty and students throughout the
Harvard Community, helped ensure
the Foundation a prominent place in
the life of the University.”

On hand to hear Gomes’ lecture
were Mrs. Mimi Aloian, former Co-
Master of Quincy House, Fred Jewett, _ e~
Dean of Harvard College, current . . 3
Quincy House Masters Michael and  + ol s oll :
Rosa Shinagel and Dr. S. Allen Coun-  Mrs. Aloian meets Director’s Award recipients and guests.
ter, Harvard Foundation Director. Also
present were the twelve recipients of
the 1989 Harvard Foundation Direc-
tor’s Awards for “Outstanding Con-
tributions to the Intercultural Life of
the University.”” These students were:
Kyra Armstrong, Mariana Ortiz-
Blanes, Sean Brady, Jeff Camp, Robert
Henry, Camille Holmes, Manuel
Lépez, Eva Lum, Michelle Mirchan-
dani, Edith Ramirez, Tammie Thomas
and Carlton Vann. Dr. Counter praised
the students for their tireless efforts and
devotion to the cause of improving |
intercultural and interracial under- | |

standing at Harvard. Mrs. Aloian and Fred Jewett, Dean of Harvard College, congratulate Jeff Camp '89, recipient of the
—Sean Brady ‘89  Director’s Award.
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Harvard-Radcliffe Raza Celebrates 17th Annual
Cinco de Mayo Week

he 17th Annual Cinco de Mayo

celebration sponsored by Har-
vard-Radcliffe Raza was the biggest
ever. The traditional one-day celebra-
tion turned into a week-long confer-
ence this year. During the week of
April 21st, there were a variety of
activities for conference participants.

The week began with a showing of
“The Milagro Beanfield War” in the
Cabot House Junior Common Room.
On Tuesday there was a reception and
discussion session with Congressman
Bill Richardson from New Mexico.
The following nights two study breaks
were held, titled ‘““The Art of Mexican
Comedy” and the “History of Cinco
de Mayo.”

The discussions were led by Profes-
sor Martha Montero-Sieburth, from
the Harvard Graduate School of Edu-
cation, and Candelario Saenz, Visiting
Scholar from the University of Texas.

Harvard Education Professor Martha Montero-
Sieburth delivers an inspirational keynote address
to students, faculty and administrators at the annual
Cinco de Mayo dinner.

On Friday night the activities con-
tinued at Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, where there were presen-
tations by a muralist from Los Angeles
and a poetess from New Mexico. The
night ended with a party in Barros Hall
at M.IT.

At a small reception on Saturday,
traditional Mexican pastry and hot
chocolate were served to all of the
guests and participants. The first
speaker was Efrain Kristal, Assistant
Professor of Latin American Literature
in the Romance Languages Depart-
ment. He spoke on the influence of
Octavio Paz on Mexican artists and
authors. Tino Villanueva, a professor
at Boston University, followed with a
presentation on the current status of
Chicano literature in the United States.
Following these presentations there
was a performance by the Ballet Folk-
lorico de Aztlan and a “‘pifiata.”

The day culminated with a tradi-
tional Mexican dinner and an up-
lifting keynote address by Montero-
Sieburth on the status of Mexican-
Americans in the U.S. today.

The tradition of the Cinco de Mayo
celebration makes the Harvard com-
munity awarce of issues that concern us
all, but particularly issucs which per-
tain to the Mexican-American commu-
nity. The program was designed to be
educational and culturally enriching for
all participants. The purpose of the
historical perspective taken was to edu-
cate pcople about how the Mexican
people came from the Cinco de Mayo
Battle of Puebla in 1836 to form a
thriving community of Mexican-
Americans in the U.S. It was a success-
ful and inspiring weck and will
definitely continue in the future.

—Hilda Alexander 90

Ed Bertrand '92, Fidel Ovalle *92, Raul Perez 90, Hilda Alexander 90 and Luis Castro 92, are

recognized for their efforts in organizing the successful week of events and activities.
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Panel Discusses Academic Rights

Five senior professors engaged in a
vigorous and at times contentious
debate on whether academic freedom
can be made compatible with racial
sensitivity in an Actively Working
Against Racism and Ethnocentrism
(AWARE) panel yesterday afternoon.

Speaking before an audience of
about 100 people in Boylston Hall,
distinguished panelists cut one another
off occasionally during an intense dis-
cussion titled, ‘‘Racial Awareness, Sen-
sitivities and Academic Freedom.”

Thompson Professor of Govern-
ment Harvey C. Mansfield, Jr. ’53,
found himself at odds with his four
peers and with the audience in declar-
ing that self-censorship in the class-
room was never justified to avoid racial
insensitivity or the appearance of
insensitivity.

“A university is a place where truth
is spoken more than feelings are
caressed,” he said. “Education doesn’t
mean repeating what you like,” said
Mansfield, who contended that the
struggle to pacify ethnic groups
obstructs academic truth-seeking.
Mansfield argued that paying undue
attention to perceived racial attacks
“makes you think of self-defense
instead of learning.”

But most other professors were
quick to counter his line of thinking,
and most members of the audience—
composed mostly of students but
including several faculty and
administrators— expressed sympathy.

“I believe that the pain that racism
can create is so much that one should
indeed sacrifice academic freedom,’
said Bigelow Professor of Ichthyology
Karel F. Liem. “Academic freedom is
a precious thing, but it is not as pre-
cious as human feelings.”

Liem, who traces his ancestry to
Dutch, German, Indonesian and
Chinese roots, called academic free-
dom a “precious right” but said he
modulates his remarks particularly in
larger, less intimate classes. -

Professor of Anthropology Stanley
J. Tambiah also questioned the exis-
tence of a single, objective academic

truth. Conservative scholars like
University of Chicago Professor Allan
Bloom have recently renewed the
argument that such truth lies in a
Western cultural perspective as
opposed to ethnic or gender views.
“We cannot pretend that we are neu-
tral scholars,” said Tambiah, however.
“Knowledge has political impli-

" cations.”’

Both Tambiah and Mellon Profes-
sor of the Humanities Barbara E. John-
son cited for their defense the case of
The Satanic Verses, which has spurred
mass protest and death threats against
its author because of its offensiveness
to Muslims. Tambiah argued that the
novel portrayed an extreme example of
conflicting truths. “It’s a total colli-
sion” between secular and religious
truths, he said.

In a diverse academic community,
Tambiah said, members are less likely
to assert an absolute truth, and the
problem becomes ‘“how to maximize
diversity, pluralism, and knowledge.”

Johnson also used the Rushdie
example to give a warning that the

institutional authority invested in
professors obligates them to be more
cautious of offense in the classroom
than in their personal work.

The panel discussion moderated by
Harvard Foundation Director S. Allen
Counter, Jr., concluded that maintain-
ing academic freedom constantly risks
offending members of the community.
Faculty panelists added that problems
vary between disciplines.

“I have perhaps let my concern for
racial issues affect how I teach,”’ said
Arnold Professor of Science William
H. Bossert ’59. “I don’t want to give
out ideas that support racists,” Bossert
said at one point, but he also said, “no
one should feel inhibited to speak the
truth.”’

A student at one point responded to
panelists’ remarks, saying that he sees
“ideas and concepts” being taught
instead of truths. Professors should say
what they want, giving supporting
data and challenging students to find
their own data to prove or disprove the
ideas, he said. -

—Courtesy of the Harvard Crimson

ICS Celebrates Irish Cultural

Awareness Week

he H/R Irish Cultural Society

began its Awareness Week events
at the Adams House St. Patrick’s Day
Tea. Harvard College students
provided traditional Irish entertain-
ment for the one hundred guests who
crowded Masters Robert and Jana
Kiely’s residence.

ICS was happy to have Feilim
O’hAdhmaill of the Massachusetts
Inter-Celtic Association come to lec-
ture about the role of the Irish language
in Northern Ireland. Currently a Ph.D.
candidate at the University of Ulster,
Mr. O’ hAdhmaill spoke in Ticknor
Lounge to a very receptive audience.
He discussed the controversy sur-

rounding the illegality of public street
signs in Irish (versus English), as well
as the problems caused by laws which
make non-English names unaccepta-
ble for official purposes. Although it
was apparent that the language ques-
tion was a very divisive issue in North-

- ern Ireland, it was encouraging to hear

this Ulster native express his opinion
that the Irish language could be used
as a source of reconciliation.

Later in the week, Harvard Adminis-
trator Edward Childs gave a vivid
account of his recent experiences in
Belfast to an appreciative audience of
forty. Childs’ personal observations,
along with his own slide presentation,
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allowed listeners to grasp more fully
the problems which exist in Northern
Ireland. Childs commented on how the
American is eager to over-simplify the
situation by attributing the ongoing
conflict to religious prejudice rather
than deep-seated political and eco-
nomic problems.

ICS is pleased with the activities of
the week and hopes to expand on them
in the future. Special thanks to the Har-
vard Foundation for its continued sup-
port and interest in the efforts of the
H/R Irish Cultural Society.

—John Sheridan "90

Harold Jones poses with Mozart Society Orchestra members during intermission. (left to right): Mike
Beauchamp *92, Jason Davis 92, Harold Jones, Erica Schulman ’89, Paul Greene °89, Victoria Holloway

The H/R Mozart Society Orchestra
Welcomes Flutist Harold Jones

On April 30th, the Harvard/Rad-
cliffe Mozart Society Orchestra
presented a concert with Harold Jones,
a highly acclaimed classical flutist from
New York City. Accompanying Mr.
Jones was composer William F.
McDaniel, who wrote a concerto for
flute and orchestra that was magnifi-
cently performed on concert day by
Mr. Jones and the Mozart Society
Orchestra.

'90, Julie Huberman *92 and (bottom) Henry Li ’92.

to the concert.

4

Anne-Marie Kim '91, president of the Mozart Society Orchestra (left), and
Stephen Shankland *90, string manager (far right), bid farewell to special guests

The concert attempted to highlight
the influence of minoritics on contem-
porary classical music. Through their
work in contemporary classical music,
Mr. Jones and Mr. McDaniel both help
to increase the presence and influence
of minorities in classical music.

The Mozart Society, in conjunction
with the Harvard Foundation, spon-
sored two receptions for the musicians:
the first on Friday afternoon in the
Greenhouse Cafe, and the second fol-
lowing the concert in the Lyman Room
of Agassiz House. Both receptions
enabled students to meet and talk to
the musicians informally.

The entire weekend was extremely
valuable to the Mozart Society Orches-
tra members and to the musical com-
munity of Harvard and Radcliffe.
Approximately 150 pcople attended
the concert. Many were students, but
community members and professional
musicians were also present.

Mr. Jones and Mr. McDaniel are
important role models for all aspiring
young musicians, regardless of race.
The musicians thoroughly enjoyed
their visit and hope to make visits to
Harvard a permanent part of their
schedule.

—Anne-Marie Kim 91

Harold Jones and Willimn McDaniel at Logan Airport.
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KOHR Hosts a Korean-American Exploratory Workshop

n April 22, 1989, the Koreans of

Harvard/Radcliffe (KOHR) held
a workshop at Currier House on
anti-Korean-Americanism and anti-
Americanism in South Korea. These
issues have become increasingly
important as hostilities grow and more
Americans visit Korea. For Korean-
American students who visit Korea
every summer, this workshop offered
a chance to examine crucial issues of
ethnic identity and responsibility. For
non-Koreans who attended, the work-
shop provided insight into Korean
affairs and problems facing ethnic
minorities.

KOHR had four excellent panelists
and a Korean-style dinner for the 50
participants. Milan Hejtmanek, a
Korean History Ph.D. candidate, spoke
on the historical sources of anti-
Americanism and explained the need
for Americans to understand these
causes. You Jong-II, a former student
leader in Korea, explained the
grievances of the Korean students and
urged Korean-Americans to take an
active role in correcting U.S. policy
toward Korea. Jim Kim, a graduate stu-
dent who has stayed in Korea for
extended periods of time, portrayed his
personal struggle with a dual and

hyphenated ethnic identity. Finally,
Hein Kim, a Harvard Law student and
former reporter for the Far Eastern Eco-
nomic Review, spoke on the problems
within, as well as created by, the stu-
dent movement.

Many participants commented that
they gained valuable insight from the
workshop and hoped to see these
issues explored further in the future.

—David Shim ’91

Hillel Sponsors Discussion on Black/Jewish Relations

n conjunction with AW.A.R.E.

Week activities and with support
from the Harvard Foundation, H/R
Hillel presented a discussion entitled
“The Past and Future of Black/Jewish
Relations in America.”” The event took
place on February 24th with an
audience in excess of 150 students and
community members. Jonathan Kauf-
man, a reporter from the Boston Globe,
spoke on his recently published work,
Broken Alliance: The Turbulent Times
Between Blacks and Jews in America.

Mr. Kaufman won the Pulitzer Prize
in 1984 for his work on a series that
examined racism and job discrimina-
tion in Boston. His sensitivity to ques-
tions of race and ethnicity led him to
explore the growing rift between
Blacks and Jews in this country in
search of avenues of reconciliation.

In his book, as well as his lecture at
Hillel, he concluded that the historic
alliance between the two groups,
forged during the turbulent civil rights
era, can be rebuilt if common concerns

are identified and addressed.

The question and answer period
which followed Mr. Kaufman’s
enlightening words provided an
opportunity for members of Harvard’s
Jewish and Black communities to dis-
cuss issues of mutual concern and con-
sider a means of bridging these
differences. The H/R Hillel found the
well-attended forum both relevant and
informative.

—Suzanne Wachsstock *90 and
—Don Seeman ’90

The “Moods, Music and Movement” of Expressions’
Spring Concert 1s Captivating

he spring concert, ‘“Moods,
Music, and Movement,’ was
presented in two shows on April 30th
in the Radcliffe Dance Studio. Mem-
bers of Expressions, a multi-racial
dance company, performed both old
and newly choreographed pieces. The
music used for the performances
ranged from Billie Holliday’s blues to
calypso, to the more contemporary jazz
of Gil Scott-Heron.
The company focuses primarily on
African-American styles of dance. This

year, however, the repertoire was more
eclectic and presented ethnic dances
from India and the Caribbean.

This spring, Expressions Dance
Company had the pleasure of work-
ing with a well-known professional
choreographer, Ms. Marla Blakey. Ms.
Blakey, whose credits include
“Motown Returns to the Apollo” and
“The Cotton Club Show,’ was kind
enough to come and rehearse with
Expressions members. Ms. Blakey
choreographed a piece to Anita Baker’s

“Good Love” and taught it to mem-
bers of the company who performed
the piece during the spring concert.
The experience of working with
such a distinguished and knowledge-
able choreographer was an extremely
beneficial experience for the dancers.
Thanks to the support of the Harvard
Foundation, Expressions Dance Com-
pany’s 1989 spring concert displayed
a new professionalism.
—Rachna Dhanda ’91
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Legislation Introduced to Help Tiibes Achieve

Federal Recognition

ashington — Chairman Daniel K.
Inouye (D-Hawaii) of the Senate
Select Committee on Indian Affairs
recently introduced legislation to dra-
matically streamline the administrative
process which Native American tribes
must now undergo to achieve federal
recognition of their tribal status.
“There are now over 1,000 petitions
pending within the Bureau of Indian
Affairs,” Inouye noted, “‘and they only
manage to complete the review of two
(tribes) a year. On top of this unaccept-
able delay, some tribes have spent as
much as $550,000 to meet the petition
requirements. It’s time Congress
stepped in and established a fair, relia-
ble and efficient system for evaluating
the status of these tribes”” In a May
1988 oversight hearing, Inouye asked
the Native American Rights Fund
(NAREF) to coordinate a national work-
ing group to research the issue and
make its recommendations available to
the Senate Select Committee on Indian
Affairs. In that hearing NARF attor-
ney Faith Roessel presented testimony
urging that the longstanding problems,
which had previously been identified
in hearings in 1978, 1983 and 1988,
finally be corrected.

Afrindeur

he recent declaration by Reverend

Jesse Jackson that Americans of
African Ancestry should henceforth be
known as African-Americans adds a
popular voice to a concept put forth
by Black intellectuals for years. This is
no insignificant matter, since it affects
the identification and labeling of some
30 million North Americans (and mil-
lions in the Caribbean and Latin
America), who can trace part of their
ancestry back to Africa. In our search
for a positive identity of our own
choosing, we have gone from African,
to Colored, to Negro, to Black (a pro-
test term which demonstrated that we

“There has never been a specific
authorization from Congress to the
Department of the Interior on how this
process should be handled,” Roessel
explained. “NARF has represented
numerous tribes in this process for
nearly 20 years and we could see that
the delays and administrative problems
were only getting worse. We are abso-
lutely delighted that Senator Inouye
has taken the first step toward straight-
ening out the situation.”

The Native American Rights Fund
(NAREF) is presently assisting eight
tribes in petitioning the federal govern-
ment for recognition. Such approval is
critical to the survival of many tribes
because the list of federally funded
recognized tribes is used:

—By the IRS to determine eligibility
under Indian Tax Status laws, which
carry great financial advantages;

—By the Department of Housing and
Urban Development to implement
Indian housing programs;

—By Indian Health Service to deter-
mine eligibility for badly needed health
programs;

preferred to identify with our African
rather than our European-American
past).

While the term African-American
does represent an advance in the con-
tinual evolution toward a true identity
for a people whose ancestors were for-
cibly brought from Africa to this
hemisphere by Europeans, forcibly
held in slave labor, and forcibly mixed
in racial composition, it is imprecise,
or equivocal at best. A name must
reflect the biological, cultural, histor-
ical and national integrity of a people.

Genetically, almost all of today’s
“Black Americans’ are a racial mix-

—By the Bureau of Indian Affairs to
implement the Indian Reorganization
Act which allows for the preparation
of tribal constitutions, the organization
of tribal governments and corpora-
tions, access to the revolving loan fund,
and power to prevent the loss of tribal
lands;

—By the Bureau of Indian Affairs and
Department of Education to award
education grants that can be used at
any institution of higher learning.
“The Bill, as being proposed,
appears in no way to loosen the stan-
dard already in place for federal recog-
nition,’ Roessel noted, “but it will
surely improve the system.”
—Courtesy of the Lakota Times

ture of African, Native American
Indian, and European bloodlines.
Regardless of the skin color (pheno-
type), we are a unique genetic creation
of this hemisphere and America is our
only home. Perhaps the name Afrin-
deur (African: Afr + Indian: ind +
European: eur) would be more precise.
—Dr. S. Allen Counter

Director of the Harvard Foundation
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H/R Chinese Students Association Celebrates the Year

of the Snake

n February 11th, 1989, the H/R

Chinese Students Association
(H/R CSA) held a banquet and dance
at Memorial Hall to celebrate the
Chinese New Year-the Year of the
Snake. Approximately 250 people
attended the event, which lasted until
1:00 a.m. Each year, H/R CSA
celebrates the New Year with an even-
ing of traditional food and entertain-
ment open to all members of the
Harvard community. The Year of the
Snake proved to be another successful
celebration as everyone enjoyed the
food, entertainment and dance party.
The experience enlightened those who
had never celebrated a Chinese New
Year.

The evening began with the tradi-
tional lion dance and an introductory
speech about the significance of the
holiday. Dinner was served by volun-
teers from the Chinese Students
Association. Participants were treated
to a seven-course dinner catered by
Chinatown’s Tsui King Lau Restaur-
ant. Dishes such as sweet and sour
pork, spare ribs, fried rice and lo mein
delighted everyone’s palate.

Immediately following dinner, the
cultural show began, featuring the
AAA/CSA Dance Troupe which per-
formed three traditional Chinese
dances in spectacular costumes. Wei-
Jing Zhu, a member of the H/R CSA,
played a classical song on the Urhu, a

HASA Sponsors African Cinema

It is rare that one has an opportunity
to see films by a reknowned Afri-
can filmmaker, and even rarer when
that filmmaker is a woman. To
introduce the spring semester film fes-
tival, “African Cinema and Cultural
Identity,” the Harvard African Students
Association (HASA) screened Ango-
lan filmmaker Sarah Maldoror’s Gold
Palm award-winning film, Sambizanga.
The film was shown to a group of
thirty undergraduate and graduate stu-
dents in the Junior Common Room of
Dunster House on January 13, 1989.

By making the film festival a House
event, HASA was able to draw a
general movie-going audience as well
as those specifically interested in
Africa. Most often, the images of Afri-
cans in the cinema are limited to an
anthropological or Hollywood per-
spective which rarely presents a
modernized African society. As HASA
attempts to educate the Har-
vard/Radcliffe community about Afri-
can culture and politics through its
campus events, film (an essential aspect
of popular Western culture) seems an

Chinese stringed instrument. In addi-
tion, students and members from the
Yao Li Kung Fu Academy in
Chinatown performed a series of mar-
tial arts demonstrations which enter-
tained the crowd. After the show,
people danced into the early hours of
the morning.

The 1989 Chinese New Year Ban-
quet and Dance attracted a diverse
crowd, including students from Har-
vard graduate schools, MIT, Wellesley
College and Phillips Exeter Academy.
The evening was a great success and
the Harvard community joined in to
celebrate this important aspect of
Chinese culture.

—]Jeanne N. Yee '90

ideal medium to combat the stereo-
types of the romantically primitive or
savage African.

Sarah Maldoror portrays the strug-
gle of the Angolais resistance from an
insider’s perspective, rather than from
that of an anthropologist or other
social scientist and thus is able to cre-
ate both a compelling and accurate pic-
ture of the situation in modern Angola.
The Harvard African Students Associ-
ation encourages students and mem-
bers of the general community to
attend future African film showings.

Mosaic Concert: A Celebration of Jewish Music

On Sunday, April 16th, 1989,
approximately seventy people

gathered in Paine Hall for a concert of
contemporary and traditional Jewish
music. Numerous students and com-
munity members attended the
program.

The concert featured the world
premiere of “Canticles for Jerusalem,”
a piece for mezzo-soprano and piano
by noted American composer Vivian
Fine. Ms. Fine was present at the con-

cert; she declared afterwards that the
performance of her piece was not as
she expected, but “different, and much
better.” The work was performed by
Maria 'Tegzes, soprano, and Geoffrey
Burleson, piano, two artists from the
Boston area.

“Songs of Longing” by Harvard
composer Noam Elkies was also
presented. Amy Cohen and Edward
Whalen performed the vocal parts and
Jason Anderson '90, Marie Park *90,

and Yonatan Malin "89 performed the
cello, oboe, and flute/alto flute/piccolo
parts. Noam Elkies conducted the
work.

Zamir Chorale of Boston performed
the second half of the program,
presenting a set of choral works, con-
temporary and traditional, centered
around the theme of Jerusalem.

—Sarah Strasser ’90 and
—Alex Sagan GSAS



HARVARD FOUNDATION SPRING 1989 13

H/R Kuumba Singers’ Mld—Wlnter Concert

he Harvard/Radcliffe Kuumba

Singers is an organization founded
on the idea of cultural creativity and
devotion to the principle of promot-
ing Black spirituality. The organization
would like to extend a sincere thank
you to the Harvard Foundation for
assisting the group in the purchase of
additional choir robes for its mid-
winter concert held on March 10, 1989
in the Agassiz auditorium.

The concert was a success. Not only
did students and followers from the
greater Boston area crowd the audito-
rium, but the choir also delivered its
song and poetry with bouyancy and
expression. The concert brought to the
forefront those tragic and joyous events
which mark the Black experience.

Kuumba’s black robes, laced with
vibrant red and green trim, symbolized
the choir’s uniformity with a message

. it recognized the group’s oneness
with the ideals of African indepen-
dence and Black pride. Wearing these
vestiges of symbolism, the H/R

The Kuumba Singers perform at their annual mid-winter concert.

Kuumba Singers are able to continue
to venerate those historic figures who
understood the importance of these
ideals and the purport of cultural
expression.

The Kuumba Singers’ final concert
for the 1988-89 academic year was Fri-
day, May 1st at Paine Hall.

—Satnuel L. Smalls *91
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The staff of the Harvard
Foundation

Clockwise from upper left:

Angela Deaver, Project Coordinator;
Charlotte Kim '90, Student Assistant;
Sean Bmdy ’89, Studemt Assistant;
Denise Padin '90, Student Assistant;
Luis Castro 92, Student Assistant;
Irene Shih '90, Student Assistant;
Adrienne Dingee, Staff Assistant;
Albert Jun '90, Student Assistant;
Mecea Nelson '92, Student Assistant;
Theodore Cheng 91, Student Assistant.

The Harvard Foundation Faculty Advisory Committee

Phillipa Bovet

Dean of Radcliffe College

S. Allen Counter

Director of the Ilarvard Foundation
John E. Dowling

Professor of Biology

Archie Epps 111

Dean of Studemts, Iarvard College
David L. Evans

Senior Admissions Qfficer

William R. Fitzsimmons
Dean of Admissions and Financial Aid

Margot Gill

Dean of Student Affairs, GSAS
Hilda Hernandez-Gravelle
Assistant Dean of Harvard College
Marvin Hightower

Senior Writer, Flarvard News Offfice
Fred Jewett

Dean of Harvard College

Karel Liem

Professor of Ichthyology

Richard Marius

Director of the Expository Writing Program

Ronald Quincy

Assistant to the President

Peter Roby

Head Basketball Coach

Stanley J. Tambiah

Professor of Anthropology

Wei-Ming Tu

Professor of Chinese 1istory and Philosophy
Robert Woollacott

Professor of Biology



