1990: 1.18
6.18
8.27

10.24

11.8

11.12

Mayor Motoshima Hitoshi 本島等 of Nagasaki 長崎 is shot by right-wing
assassins for voicing his views on the Emperor's war responsibility.
Vice-Chairman Kubo Wataru 久保亘 of the Socialist Party advocates a review of
the theory that the SDF violates the constitution.
Ozawa Ichirō 小沢一郎, Chief Officer of the LDP, states in a meeting of the four
party chiefs that in the plan for contributing to the defense of the Middle East "even
under the current constitution the overseas activity of the SDF is possible" (gen
kenpō seika demo jieitai no kagai katsudō wa kanō 現憲法制下でも自衛隊の海
外活動は可能)
Director General of the Cabinet Legislative Bureau, Kudō Atsuo 工藤敦夫, in a
session of the United Nations Peaceful Cooperation Special Council of the House
of Representatives, states that under the current UN Charter, the participation of the
SDF in the Security Forces is not possible.
The House of Representatives confirms the shelving and rejection of the Bill for
Peaceful Cooperation with the United Nations (Kokuren Heiwa Kyōryoku Hōan 国
連平和協力法案). At the same time, the LDP, Kōmeitō and DPJ exchange a
memorandum on "Agreement Concerning Peaceful Cooperation with the United
Nations" 「Kokuren heiwa kyōryoku ni kansuru gōi 国連平和協力に関する合
意」about the formation of an organization other than the SDF that could
cooperate with UN peacekeeping operations.
Emperor Akihito's succession of the imperial throne is announced.
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4.24
5.17
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1992: 2.20

6.15

With the start of the Gulf War, the LDP government decides to issue
supplementary financial assistance of 90 billion dollars to the American-led Joint
Forces. On the same day, the LDP also decides to dispatch SDF vehicles to the
Gulf area on an exceptional government ordinance based on article 100 of the SDF
Law. However, this is never carried out, and the resolution later becomes void.
The government dispatches a minesweeper from the SDF naval forces to dispose of
mines in the Gulf of Persia after the Gulf War.
The Socialist Party's biggest faction, the Suiyōkai 水曜会, formulate a policy for
recognizing the constitutionality of the SDF.
The Sōhyō Center 総評センター changes its position to recognize the SDF while
reserving judgment on its constitutionality.
Director General of the Cabinet Legislative Bureau Kudō, in a session of the
Budget Council of the House of Representatives, states the new view that
participation of the SDF in UN peacekeeping forces is constitutional.
The government submits the UN Peacekeeping Operations Plan (PKO Kyōryoku
hōan PKO 協力法案) to the Diet. At the same time, it issues a statement on the
necessity of using military force within the peacekeeping forces being relevant to
the constitutional ban on the use of military force. This holds that using a minimum
of force required to defend one's life or body cannot be categorized as use of
military force.
Ozawa Ichirō chairs the LDP's Special Investigative Council on Japan's Role in an
International Society 「Kokusai Shakai ni Okeru Nihon no Yakuwari ni Kansuru
Tokubetsu Chōsa Kai 国際社会における日本の役割に関する特別調査会」
which publishes an original plan entitled "A Suggestion Concerning Security
Problems", defending the proposal that SDF participation in the UN Joint Security
Forces would not violate article 9 of the constitution and calling for an examination
of the issue.
The PKO (Peacekeeping Operations) Cooperation Law and the Revised
International Emergency Assistance Troop Dispatch Law (Kokusai Kinkyū Enjotai
Haken hō 国際緊急援助隊派遣法) receive the majority approval and passage by
the LDP, Kōmeitō and DPJ.

1993: 1.25

PM Miyazawa Kiichi 宮沢喜一, in a session of the House of Representatives,
states, with regard to the problem of constitutional revision, that because "public
opinion has not sufficiently matured to specifically discuss what part of and how
the constitution should be revised,"「gutaiteki ni doko wo dō aratameru no ka
yoron wa seijuku shiteinai 具体的にどこをどう改めるのか世論はせいじゅく
していない」 "the government is not considering constitutional revision"「seifu
toshite kaisei wa kangaeteinai 政府として改正は考えていない.

1.26

PM Miyazawa indicates that exercising the right to collective self-defence is
unconstitutional.
Chief Cabinet Secretary Kōno Yōhei 河野洋平 requests and receives unified

1.29
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1994: 6.2
7.20

9.3
10.4

10.19

11.3
11.11

cabinet agreement that constitutional revision should not be placed on the political
agenda.
SDF deployed to Mozambique to participate in UN Peacekeeping Operation.
The Socialist Party draws up a draft plan of "The 1993 Declaration"「93-nen
sengen 九三年宣言」regarding the constitutionality of the SDF. The plan
recognizes the constitutionality of the SDF within a certain scope, despite the
SDF's current situation being technically unconstitutional.
The LDP Constitutional Research Group decides to hold an earnest debate about
the establishment of a Constitutional Research Agency within the party.
The "1955 Party Structure" 「55-nen taisei 五五年体制」is broken and a coalition
government headed by PM Hosokawa Morihiro 細川護熙 of the Japan New Party
(Nihon Shintō 日本新党) is inaugurated.
Yamabana Sadao 山花貞夫, Chief Minister of Political Reform, and four other
Socialist Party ministers announce in a session of the Budget Council of the House
of Representatives that the SDF "may be considered in actuality a violation of the
Constitution"「jittai wa iken de aru to kangaeru 実態は違憲であると考える」.
The next day Chief Cabinet Secretary Takemura Masayoshi 武村正義 expresses
the unified government view that this statement on the non-constitutionality of the
SDF "cannot be said to defy article 99's duty of respecting and protecting the
constitution." 「kenpō 99 jō no kenpō sonchō yōgo gimu ni hansuru to wa ienai 憲
法九九条の憲法尊重擁護義務に反するとはいえない」
Director-General of the Defense Agency, Nakanishi Keisuke 中西啓介 resigns
after calling for a "review" (minaoshi 見直し) of the constitution during a lecture.
North Korea announces its withdrawal from the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA).
PM Murayama Tomiichi 村山富市, in a session of the House of Representatives,
announces his recognition of the constitutionality of the SDF, the continuation of
the U.S.-Japan Security Treaty, and the status of the Hinomaru and the Kimigayo as
the national flag and national anthem respectively.
The Socialist Party, in a special party congress, changes its existing political policy
to recognize the constitutionality of the SDF.
The LDP inaugurates the Party Issues Investigative Council (Tō Kihon Mondai
Chōsa Kai 党基本問題調査会) with Gotōda Masaharu 後藤田正晴 as president.
Its central debates are whether or not it can incorporate a "preservationist flavor"
(gokenteki shikisai 護憲的色彩) into the party platform with regard to the
enactment of an autonomous constitution.
The New Party Preparation Council made up of members from the old coalition
force drafts a midterm report of the new basic policy for the New Party. The policy
report does not view the debate over constitutional revision as taboo and calls for
continued debate over the constitution.
The Yomiuri Shinbun 読売新聞 publishes a draft for constitutional revision that
prescribes the constitutionality of the SDF as well as its overseas dispatch.
Formation of the revised SDF Law that allows for the dispatch of SDF troops in
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1995: 5.3
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1996: 4.17
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1997:

1.30

4.17

5.23

7.15
9.23

order to rescue Japanese citizens during emergencies.
The LDP Party Issues Investigative Council drafts a declaration which plays down
the issue of constitutional revision. (Initially the revisionist faction fails to open
deliberation on editing the text, but on the 23rd, in an extraordinary general
meeting, the preservationist faction gives way.)
The Yomiuri Shinbun publishes an editorial on the "General Outline of Security
Policy"「Sōgō Anzen Hoshō Seisaku taikō 総合安全保障政策大綱」
recognizing collective self defense; the Asahi Shinbun 朝日新聞 publishes an
editorial promoting non-military means of international cooperation.
After 19 years, the government decides on the outline of a new defense plan. This
emphasizes the continuation and strengthening of the U.S.-Japan alliance, as well
as SDF participation in UN PKO (Peacekeeping Operations).
PM Hashimoto Ryūtarō 橋本龍太郎 and President Clinton sign the U.S.-Japan
Mutual Security Declaration (Nichibei Anpo Kyōdō sengen 日米安保共同宣言)
that calls for extending the definition of 'security' to guaranteeing security at the
level of the Asia-Pacific region and even globally.
PM Hashimoto orders the relevant ministries to begin researching a system of
emergency law.
PM Hashimoto visits the Yasukuni Shrine and signs the register with the title of
Prime Minister of the cabinet (Naikaku Sōri Daijin 内閣総理大臣).
Torkel Patterson, Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs, Asia, in
the Bush administration, states in a paper for a Pacific Forum Conference,
regarding Japan’s constitution, “Restrictive interpretations relating to collective
security and, especially, collective self-defense, are anachronistic in the post-Cold
War era, weaken Japan’s moral and political authority in the international
community, and should be revised.
Formation of the Society for the Making of New History Textbooks (Atarashii
Rekishi Kyōkasho o Tsukuru Kai 新しい歴史教科書をつくる会 or the
Tsukurukai つくる会).
In a session of the House of Councilors, a revised version of the Special Measures
Law for Occupation Troop Grounds (Kaisei Chūryū Gun Yōchi Tokubetsu Sochi
hō 改正駐留軍用地特別措置法 that allows the U.S. base in Okinawa 沖縄 to be
used legally even after its lease expires is passed.
The formation of the Union of Ministers Promoting the Establishment of a
Constitutional Research Ministers' Council (Kenpō Chōsa Iinkai Secchi Suishin
Giin Renmei 憲法調査委員会設置推進議員連盟 (also known as the Kenpō
Giren 憲法議連), with Nakayama Tarō 中山太郎 as president.
The 1997 Defense White Paper, regarding emergency legislation, states that not
only research but restructuring of the laws is desirable, thus stipulating for the first
time the necessity of legal change.
The governments of the U.S. and Japan agree on the new guidelines of U.S.-Japan
security cooperation (known in popular parlance as the New Guidelines). These
include 40 articles pertaining to Japan's contingency backup assistance to the U.S.
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in surrounding areas, namely the provision and transport of supplies, as well as the
provision of civilian airports and harbors.
The Asahi Shinbun publishes a survey conducted by 43 scholars of the constitution
regarding the new guidelines for the U.S.-Japan security pact. Of the 141 people
who answered, about 80% or 114 of them said that the New Guidelines were
"suspect of violating the constitution"「iken no utagai ga ari 違憲の疑いがあ
り」.
The government submits to the Diet a plan related to the New Guidelines that
includes the establishment of laws regarding "areas around Japan" (Shūhen jitai hō
周辺事態法).
The general council of the LDP approves the revision of the Diet Law for the
purposes of establishing a Constitutional Research Council.
The PKO Cooperation Law is revised, incorporating the principle of weapon usage
being determined by the orders of a superior at the front.
Ōmori Masasuke 大森正輔, director of the Cabinet Legislative Bureau, responds to
a question from a representative of the House of Representatives by stating that the
government will maintain its policy on not allowing participation in the UN Joint
Forces to exceed a minimum limit for the purposes of self-defense.
The DPJ establishes a Constitutional Research Group.
The Hiroshima Board of Education 広島教委, before the prefectural high schools'
graduation ceremony of March 1st, issues an official order to the principals of the
various prefectural high schools to fully implement the raising of the national flag
「kokki katsuyō 国旗掲揚」and the mass singing of the national anthem「kokka
seishō 国歌斉唱」on the ceremonial grounds.
The formation of the New Guidelines Related Law (Shin Gaidorain kanren hō 新ガ
イドライン関連法) that would put the "Border Affairs Law" (Shūhen jitai hō 周
辺事態法) into effect.
In a session of the cabinet, the unified view is expressed that the 'Kimi' of the
Kimigayo is correctly interpreted as the Emperor being the unified symbol of Japan
and Japanese citizens. On the same day, the National Flag and National Anthem
bill「国旗・国歌法案」is submitted to the Diet.
PM Obuchi Keizō 小渕恵三, in a session of the House of Representatives, revises
the view expressed on 6.11 that the 'Kimi' of Kimigayo is the unified symbol of
Japan and Japanese citizens, and refers to the status of the Emperor being based on
the sovereignty and consensus that reside in the people.
The formation of the Revised Diet Law that allows for the establishment of
Constitutional Research Groups within both Houses during the ordinary Diet
session of next year.
The National Flag and National Anthem Law is passed.
Ozawa Ichirō, head of the Free Party, publishes the "Test Plan for Japanese
Constitutional Revision"「Nihon Koku Kenpō Kaisei shian 日本国憲法改正試
案」 that stipulates the right to collective self-defense.
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12.16

The Kōmeitō establishes a Constitutional Research Group.

2000: 1.20

Inaugural sessions of Diet Constitutional Research Groups in both Houses

4.9

Governor of Tokyo Ishihara Shintarō 石原慎太郎 bemoans the alleged increase in
crime committed by 'foreigners' and calls for the deployment of Self-Defense Force
to maintain order after earthquakes.
Beate Sirota Gordon, author of article 24, testifies at the House of Councilors
Constitutional Research Group.
The Yomiuri Shinbun amends its 1994 draft for a revised constitution to include an
article relating to the preservation of peace and order in emergency situations.
Prime Minister Mori states that Japan is a "nation of kami under the Emperor"
(Nihon wa tennō wo chūshin to suru kami no kuni 日本は天皇を中心とする神の
国) at a meeting of the League of Shintō Parliamentarians (Shintō Seiji Renmei 新党
政治連盟).

5.2
5.3
5.15

5.17

10.16

12.13

12.22

2001: 4.3

4.5
4.26
8.7
8.13
10.12

10.25

10.29

In response to PM Mori Yoshiro's 森 喜朗 "nation of kami" remark, the Japan
Conference of Religions for Peace (Nihon Shūkyōsha Heiwa Kaigi 日本宗教者平和
会議) demands his resignation.
Publication of the Armitage Report, "The United States and Japan: Advancing
Toward a Mature Partnership," calling on Japan to establish emergency laws
permitting the exercise of collective self-defense.
Liberal Party publishes "Basic Principles for Creating a New Constitution,"
including provisions for Japan's participation in collective defense under the UN and
continued support for the ideals of article 9; first document of its kind to be produced
by one of the major parties.
The Hashimoto faction of LDP produces a general draft plan for constitutional
revision.
The Ministry of Education authorizes the controversial middle school history
textbook published by the Japanese Society for History Textbook Reform
(Tsukurukai つくる会).
In a Yomiuri poll, 54% of respondents support constitutional revision (28% oppose);
supporters of revision form the majority for the fourth year in a row.
Mori cabinet resigns; Koizumi Jun'ichirō 小泉純一郎 becomes PM.
The Tokyo Board of Education adopts the Tsukurukai's textbook for special schools.
Koizumi visits Yasukuni Shrine for the first time as PM.
Amidst Diet debates on anti-terrorism legislation, PM Koizumi states, "If I am asked
whether the SDF has military capabilities or not, I would say that it does,"
effectively stepping beyond the current government interpretation of article 9, which
forbids the maintenance of such capabilities.
House of Representatives Constitutional Research Group discusses article 9. Both
specialists invited by LDP and the Democrats call for revision, including provision
for the exercise of collective defense.
Anti-terrorism legislation passed by the Diet, including a provision allowing SDF
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support of U.S. military operations.
11.25

Maritime SDF deployed in Indian Ocean to support U.S. military operations.

2002: 4.21
4.28

Koizumi visits Yasukuni Shrine for the second time as PM.
U.S. Under-secretary of State Richard Armitage discusses the prospects of war with
Iraq with Japanese leaders.
The Supreme Court rules that the expenditure of public money for Ōita Prefecture's
大分県 governor to participate in the imperial enthronement rites did not violate the
constitution.
The U.S. government requests that Japan provide refueling in the Indian Ocean in
the event of war with Iraq.
House of Representatives Constitutional Research Group submits an interim report,
calling for constitutional revision in response to changing domestic and international
circumstances.
U.S. Under-secretary of State Richard Armitage tells Japanese government
representatives that the U.S. government hopes Japan will assist in the post-war
reconstruction of Iraq.
An Aegis destroyer, Kirishima-maru, is deployed in the Indian Ocean in support of
the U.S.-UK anti-terror campaign; first overseas deployment of a Japanese Aegis
vessel.

7.9

9.6
11.1

12.10

12.16

2003: 1.14
2.15
4.1

6.6
7.26
9.26
10.17
10.18
11.29
12.29

2004: 1.1

PM Koizumi's third visit to Yasukuni Shrine.
Protest marches held in Japanese cities against U.S. threats of war against Iraq.
Keidanren calls for constitutional revision and the restructuring of legal systems in
areas including foreign policy, national security, and the rights and responsibilities of
citizens.
The Diet passes National Emergency Bill (yūji kanren hōan 有事関連法案).
The SDF Iraq Bill becomes law, allowing the SDF to be sent to “non-combat zones”
in Iraq to assist in reconstruction efforts.
Merger of the Liberal Party (Jiyūtō 自由党) with the Democratic Party of Japan
(DPJ).
U.S. President George W. Bush visits Tokyo and expresses gratitude for Japan’s
contributions to the war in Iraq.
Al-Jazeera network broadcasts a tape by Osama bin Laden naming Japan as a target
for future Al Qaeda attacks.
Japanese diplomat Oku Katsuhiko 奥克彦, his translator Inoue Masamori 井上正盛,
and their Iraqi employee are murdered in Tikrit, Iraq.
U.S. Ambassador to Japan, Howard H. Baker, encourages the Japanese government
to dispatch the SDF to Iraq.
PM Koizumi's fourth visit to Yasukuni Shrine.
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1.13

1.16
2.3
3.19

Chairman Kan Naoto 菅 直人 of the Democratic Party calls for a gradual revision of
the constitution that focuses on individual articles or issues at a time, instead of a
one-time, general revision; also announces his party's plan to complete a draft
constitution by 2006.
SDF advance team arrives in Samawa, Iraq.
Dispatch of SDF to Samawa, Iraq, in support of U.S.-led war.
Acting Chairman Ozawa Ichirō of the Democratic Party publishes the "Basic
Principles of Japanese National Security and International Cooperation," calling for
Japanese involvement in multinational forces under UN auspices and the creation of
a "UN Reserve Force," a civilian unit.

4.2

Yomiuri poll: 65% of respondents support constitutional revision (highest percentage
since the poll was first taken in 1981; 23% oppose). Revision supporters form a
majority in every generation. Many identify the SDF and article 9 as their main
priorities.

4.8

Three Japanese civilians are taken hostage by armed insurgents near Falluja, who
threaten to execute them unless the SDF withdraws from Iraq.
In Tokyo U.S. Vice-President Richard Cheney praises Japan’s decision to deploy the
SDF to Iraq.
Release of three Japanese citizens previously taken hostage by Iraqi insurgents.
In a speech before the American Enterprise Institute, LDP General Secretary Abe
Shinzō 安部晋三 states that “Japan cannot maintain its national security under the
current constitution.”
PM Koizumi visits DPRK and meets with General Secretary Kim Jong-Il, resulting
in the release of five Japanese citizens previously abducted to DPRK.
A lawsuit is filed against the Japanese government, claiming that the Iraq dispatch of
the SDF violates the constitution by 219 plaintiffs in a Shizuoka court.

4.13
4.15
4.29

5.22
5.26
5.27
7.18
10.26-31
11

11.10
11.11

Two Japanese journalists, Hashida Shinsuke 橋田信介 and Ogawa Kōtarō 小川功太
郎, and their Iraqi translator are murdered by armed insurgents in a Baghdad suburb.
Two Japanese citizens abducted to DPRK return to Japan with their children.
A Japanese citizen, Kōda Shōsei 香田証生, is abducted and killed in Baghdad by
armed insurgents.
U.S. Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs (1998-2000), Ambassador
Rust Deming (Ambassador to Tunisia 2001-2003), writes of the prospects for
Japanese constitutional revision that, “The most likely outcome is a compromise that
will establish the right of collective self-defense, but at least initially, restrict its
application….” In “Japan’s Constitution and Defense Policy: Entering a New Era?”
A Chinese nuclear-powered submarine enters Japan’s territorial waters; a maritime
security operations order issued.
Nakasone Yasuhiro calls for an establishment of "National Defense Force"
(Kokubōgun 国防軍) at the House of Representatives Constitutional Research
Group.
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6.1
7.13

7.26

8.1

The LDP Constitutional Research Group publishes a draft proposal for constitutional
reform, including provisions for female imperial succession and exercise of
collective self-defense.
The cabinet resolves to extend the SDF’s Iraq deployment by one year.
SDF ships dispatched to Thailand’s Phuket Island, to assist in disaster relief
following a massive tidal wave and earthquake.
SDF units dispatched to Indonesia to assist in relief activities following a major
earthquake and tidal wave.
Keidanren produces a report advocating constitutional revision and proposing
recognition of the SDF and exercise of collective self-defense: Nihon Keizai Dantai
Rengōkai, “Waga kuni kihon mondai o kangaeru: Kore kara no Nihon o tenbō shite”
(日本経済団体連合会、「我が国基本問題を考える：これからの日本を展望
して」) at www.kendanren.or.jp.
Former PM Nakasone's World Peace Research Institute publishes a draft constitution
that provides for a creation of a "Self Defense Army" (Bōeigun 防衛軍) and gives
greater authority to the PM.
House of Representatives Constitutional Research Group passes the draft for its final
report, with the support of LDP, Democrats, and Kōmeitō. The document reflects
majority support for the recognition of SDF within the constitution and sets the
direction for revision of article 9.
House of Councilors Constitutional Research Group publishes its draft of the final
report, which demands the continuation of a bicameral legislature. On article 9, the
report only indicates the competing opinions regarding its revision without coming
to any decision.
House of Representatives Constitutional Research Group issues its final report.
Democratic Party Constitutional Research Group publishes its draft proposal for
constitutional revision, including a call for the establishment of the "right to selfdefense" and provision for collective security measures under UN auspices.
LDP issues a draft of issues to be revised in the constitution, titled “Points of
Discussion” (Ronten seiri 論点整理), advocating revision of article 9 and article 24,
which upholds “the essential equality of the sexes” and also advocating a statement
of the duty of the people to support the family.
SDF dispatched to Indonesia to assist in disaster relief activities.
Ōtawara City's 大田原市 Board of Education adopts Tsukurukai's textbook; first
adoption at the level of municipality.
The Advisory Council on Imperial Household Law (Kōshitsu Tenpan ni Kansuru
Yūshikisha Kaigi 皇室典範に関する有識者会議) reports its view that the law
should be amended to permit female succession, based in part on public opinion
polls showing overwhelming public support for the change.
LDP publishes its first draft constitution organized into articles. The draft deletes the
prohibition of maintaining armament and provides for the creation of a Self-Defense
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Army (the Mori Draft).
8.29

The Tokyo High Court rules against the plaintiffs who argued that PM Koizumi's
visits to the Yasukuni Shrine violated the constitution; the court asserts that the visit
was a personal matter. On the same day, the Osaka High Court rules that the visits
were unconstitutional, arguing that they violated the separation of religion and state.

10.12

SDF dispatched to Pakistan to assist in disaster relief following a massive
earthquake.
PM Koizumi's fifth visit to Yasukuni Shrine.
DPJ backs revision of article 9.
PM Koizumi's personal advisory committee on imperial succession submits a report,
calling for the acceptance of female succession to the throne.

10.17
11.1
11.24
12.8

The cabinet resolves to extend the SDF’s Iraq deployment by one year.

2006:2.9
5.3
9.12
8.15

PM Koizumi postpones consideration of female succession to imperial throne.
Asahi Shinbun national opinion poll finds 60% favor constitutional revision.
Abe Shinzō predicts that constitutional revision will take five years.
PM Koizumi visits Yasukuni Shrine on the surrender anniversary, sparking outrage
in China and South Korea.
Revision of the Fundamental Law on Education (Kyōiku kihon hō 教育基本法).

12.15

2007: 1.9
1.26
3.5
3.8
3.27

3.30
4.5

Formal transition of the Defense Agency (Bōeichō防衛庁) to the Ministry of
Defense (Bōeishō防衛省)
In a speech before the Diet, PM Abe calls for constitutional revision and sets
progress on the issue as a major goal for his administration.
PM Abe claims a lack of proof that the Japanese government or the military forced
women into sexual servitude during WWII. His comments spark outrage in Asia.
The LDP opens a new inquiry into the use of 'comfort women' by the Japanese
army during WWII.
Parliamentarians’ Alliance for an Autonomous Constitution (Jishu Kenpō Kisei
Giin Dōmei 自主憲法期成議員同盟), established in 1955, renames itself to
Parliamentarians’ Alliance for Establishing a New Constitution (PAENC; Shin
Kenpō Seitei Giin Dōmei 新憲法制定議員同盟) and starts its activity as a
nonpartisan group comprising approximately 200 incumbent and former diet
members. The group is chaired by former PM Nakasone Yasuhiro (中曽根康弘).
The Ministry of Education discloses its high school textbook screening results,
decreeing that there is insufficient evidence to prove that Japanese soldiers forced
Okinawa civilians to commit mass suicides at the end of WWII.
Nakasone Yasuhiro meets PM Abe to report the start of PAENC and his
inauguration as the chairperson of the group. Abe expresses his support as the head
of LDP seeking the constitutional revision for the party’s goal.
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7.29
7.30
8.7

8.15
9.12
9.26
9.29

10.1
10.4

10.9

Ishihara Shintarō re-elected governor of Tokyo for his third term.
The House of Representatives approves guidelines for constitutional revision.
The House of Councilors passes the National Referendum Law to revise the
constitution. The legislation holds that a referendum on the issue cannot take place
before 2010, and requires the approval of a majority of voters.
The House of Representatives approves the three revised education related laws,
which in part require schools to teach patriotism in the course of compulsory
education.
Ōta Akihiro (太田昭宏), head of the New Kōmeitō, warns that his party will
refrain from supporting PM Abe's campaign for the upcoming House of Councilors
election if Abe goes too far in calling for amending the Constitution.
Okinawa politicians protest government plans for textbook revision that would
deny the Japanese army's ordering of civilians to commit mass suicide (shūdan
jiketsu 集団自決) at the end of WWII.
For the first time in its history, the LDP coalition suffers crushing defeat in the
House of Councilors election at the hands of the DPJ.
The U.S. House of Representatives calls on Japan's government to formally
apologize for its role in the system of 'comfort women' in World War II.
The Deliberative Councils on the Constitution (憲法審査会) for both Houses are
established. However, due to the domestic political backdrop, the council head and
the members are not selected, thus, leaving the group to be inactive in reality.
PM Abe avoids making a visit to Yasukuni Shrine on the 62nd anniversary of
Japan's surrender in WWII.
PM Abe announces his intention to resign the post of Prime Minister, citing DPJ
opposition to continuation of the naval mission in the Indian Ocean as a reason.
Official resignation of PM Abe. Fukuda Yasuo (福田康夫) elected as his successor
in the LDP. Inauguration of the Fukuda Cabinet.
Over 100,000 people demonstrate against the textbook revision of military
involvement in the Okinawa mass suicides. According to the Kyodo News agency,
this is the biggest rally staged on Okinawa since its return to Japan by the United
States in 1972.
PM Fukuda lays out a policy agenda that supports extending the Japanese naval
mission in the Indian Ocean supporting US-led troops in Afghanistan, saying that
building security in the region serves Japan's national interests.
PM Fukuda qualifies the intended textbook revision, stating that it is not a question
of denying military involvement in the mass suicides of Okinawa, but a question of
determining whether or not all the mass suicides were ordered by the army. The
DPJ calls for the textbook screening process on this issue to be re-opened,
questioning the neutrality of the first screening results.
DPJ efforts to push for a second round of the textbook screening process are
blocked by its inability to achieve a consensus even amongst its members in the
House of Councilors, where it has a majority.
Chief Cabinet Secretary Nobutaka Machimura (町村信孝) rejected DPJ President
Ozawa Ichirō’s (小沢一郎) suggestion that Japan participate in NATO’s
International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) in Afghanistan.
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The Cabinet approves an anti-terrorism bill that allows the Japanese Maritime Self
Defense Force (JMSDF) to continue supporting U.S.-led military operations in
Afghanistan. The current deployment is scheduled to end on November 1st.
U.S. Ambassador to Japan Thomas Schieffer calls on Japan to maintain support for
U.S. forces in Afghanistan by continuing the JMSDF mission in the Indian Ocean.
Termination of the JMSDF deployment in the Indian Ocean. Japan withdraws the
two ships supporting U.S.-led operations in Afghanistan.
Chief Cabinet Secretary Machimura announces that the Japanese government is set
to consider establishing a permanent law on the dispatch of the Self-Defense Force
(SDF) overseas.
Japan's parliament extends its current session as the LDP tries pushing through a
law to renew support for the U.S.-led mission in Afghanistan.
PM Fukuda withdraws from his membership of PAENC. He serves as the vicechairperson of the group.
The House of Representatives approves the bill to resume the JMSDF mission.
Suit filed against 2006 revision to the Fundamental Law on Education.
During talks in the White House, PM Fukuda pledges to resume Japan's naval
support for U.S.-led operations in Afghanistan to US President George W. Bush.
The Article 9 Association counters moves to revise Pacifist Constitution in Tokyo.
The group calls on the public to form pro-Article 9 groups in their communities,
schools and workplaces so they can link up with each other and seek further
support for the clause.
The House of Councilors votes to end the JASDF (Japan Air Self-Defense Force)
mission in Iraq.
The House of Councilors begins debating a bill to allow the redeployment of the
JMSDF in support of U.S.-led operations in Afghanistan.
For the first time in fourteen years, the government extends the parliamentary
session into the succeeding year in an effort to pass the JMSDF bill.
Japan carries out tests of its anti-missile system and shoots down a mock ballistic
missile off Hawaii. This is the first time such a test has been carried out by a U.S.
ally.
The Education Ministry announces that it will partly reinstate references in
textbooks to the military's involvement in civilian mass suicides during the Battle
of Okinawa in WWII.
The DPJ approves the use of space for defense purposes in the outline of a bill on
space it plans to submit to the next ordinary Diet session. The DPJ bill will
constitute a counterproposal to the bill on space use jointly submitted by the LDP
and the New Kōmeitō in June.
PM Fukuda rules out a cabinet reshuffle to rally public support, instead pledging
more efforts to pass the controversial bill to redeploy the JMSDF in support of U.S.led operations in Afghanistan.
PAENC submits a petition with 318 signatures of the diet members to the President
of Upper House Eda Satsuki (江田五月), and to the Speaker of Lower House Kōno
Yōhei (河野洋平) the next day, demanding the Deliberative Councils on the
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Constitution at both Houses to initiate their activities.
The LDP forces through the JMSDF redeployment bill by using its majority in the
House of Representatives to override opposition lawmakers who had voted down the
bill in the upper house hours earlier. This is the first such move in over fifty-seven
years and follows months of deadlock over the proposed legislation.
The Defense Ministry carries out its first test of the viability of a missile defense
system to be established in major cities. The Ministry plans to establish 11 missile
defense sites by 2011, and is also co-operating with the US on ship-based missile
defence systems.
The Prime Minister's Office (首相官邸 shushō kantei)announces and implements
new anti-terror legislation.
Based on the new anti-terror legislation passed on the 16th, Defense Minister Ishiba
Shigeru (石破茂) orders the resumption of the JMSDF mission in Afghanistan.
The Kanagawa prefectural education board decides to continue collecting the names
of teachers who refuse to stand when the "Kimigayo" national anthem is sung in
school ceremonies.
The Tokyo District Court orders the Tokyo Metropolitan Government to pay ¥27.5
million in lost wages to 13 former high school teachers who were denied
postretirement re-employment because they refused to sing the national anthem.
The teachers had been reprimanded for disobeying a metropolitan directive of
October 2003 that requires all teachers to stand and sing "Kimigayo" while facing
the Hinomaru flag during official school ceremonies.
An annual rally is held to demand the return of four disputed islands – known as the
Kuriles in Russia and the Northern Territories in Japan – which Russia seized in the
closing days of World War II.
Japan scrambles 22 jets and lodges an official protest with the Russian embassy after
discovering a Russian Tupolev 95 bomber in Japanese air space, over the isle of
Sofugan, 650km (400 miles) south of Tokyo. Russia denies that it violated Japanese
air space.
U.S. Marine Sgt Tyrone Hadnott is arrested in Okinawa for allegedly raping a 14year-old girl. Foreign Minister Kōmura Masahiko (高村正彦) warns that this latest
allegation is "definitely not good for the US-Japan alliance".
The LDP begins discussing the establishment of a permanent law to dispatch SelfDefense Forces units overseas whenever necessary, in lieu of issuing a Special
Measures Bill for each case.
Human rights campaigners in Japan and East Timor announce the joint creation of a
set of exhibition panels showing testimony by former Timorese "comfort women."
The panels were initially created in Japanese for a display at the Women's Active
Museum on War and Peace (WAM) in Tokyo last year.
In order to curtail crimes by U.S. military-related personnel, the LDP announces new
measures compelling the U.S. to report annually on the number of service members,
employees and family members living off bases in Japan.
Japan plans to establish a new law that would ban foreign ships from staying in its
territorial waters without a legitimate reason. The planned legislation would also
authorize the Japan Coast Guard to tighten restrictions on such vessels.
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The government considers dispatching Self-Defense Forces personnel to participate
in U.N. peacekeeping operations in Sudan as early as June in a move partly aimed at
underscoring Japan's international contributions ahead of hosting the Group of Eight
summit in July.
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Japanese prosecutors release US marine Tyrone Hadnott, who was arrested on
suspicion of raping a 14-year-old girl, after her family decided not to pursue charges.
US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, on a visit to Japan earlier this week, voiced
deep regret over the case.
PAENC holds its general meeting. Former PM Abe, LDP Secretary-General Ibuki
Bunmei (伊吹文明), LDP Policy Research Council Chairman Tanigaki Sadakazu
(谷垣禎一) and DPJ Secretary General Hatoyama Yukio (鳩山由紀夫) takes up a
post as senior advisor of the group and DPJ Deputy Leader Maehara Seiji (前原誠
司) as deputy chairperson. With the DPJ senior members joining, the group gains a
new impetus. Chief Cabinet Secretary Machimura also attends the meeting stating,
“Receiving the order (of Mr. Nakasone) to represent the cabinet, I recognize it as a
voice from heaven and am pleased to attend.”
An executive committee is established in Okinawa Prefecture to organize a rally
against crimes committed by U.S. military personnel. At the panel's inaugural
meeting in Naha, participants agreed to press both the Japanese and U.S.
governments to consolidate and reduce U.S. military bases in Okinawa and
drastically revise the bilateral Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA).
Fukaya Takashi, an LDP lawmaker who heads the House of Representatives' special
antiterrorism panel, says he will strive to establish in 2008 a permanent law to
dispatch Self-Defense Forces units overseas.
Governors representing 14 prefectures that host U.S. bases petition the central
government to revise the SOFA in light of recent crimes allegedly committed by
U.S. servicemen. They hold meetings with Foreign Minister Kōmura Masahiko and
Defense Minister Ishiba Shigeru.
PM Fukuda Yasuo says that the government will draft permanent legislation during
the current Diet session allowing for the dispatch of the SDF overseas for
multinational operations.
The DPJ, the Social Democratic Party and Kokumin Shinto (People's New Party 国
民新党) compile a joint proposal to revise the SOFA to mandate that the U.S. hand
over its military personnel suspected of crimes on the order of Japanese authorities.
Chief Cabinet Secretary Machimura Nobutaka rejects the proposal.
A Defense Ministry think tank, the National Institute for Defense Studies, says in a
report titled "East Asian Strategic Review 2008" that China's evolving space
program should be closely watched for the impact it could have on its military
buildup. Among its concerns is the possibility that visits of China's defense officials
and port calls by its military vessels are for the purpose of using Japan to advance
Chinese propaganda.
Japanese judges dismiss a libel case against Nobel laureate Ōe Kenzaburō (大江健
三郎), who was accused of lying about the country's war time past. Ōe's book
Okinawa Notes claims that the Japanese military ordered hundreds of civilians to
commit suicide as US troops advanced during World War II. Judge Fukami
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Toshimasa did not rule on whether the military ordered the mass suicides, but
concluded that the former Imperial Japanese Army had been deeply involved.
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The education ministry publishes revised education curriculum guidelines (Atarashii
gakushū shidō yōryō 新しい学習指導要領) for elementary and junior high schools
that promotes patriotism and instructs elementary school children on how to sing the
national anthem.
The Tokyo Metropolitan Board of Education punishes twenty public school teachers
for disobeying an order to stand and face the flag during the singing of the national
anthem in graduation ceremonies in March.
A House of Representatives panel passes an agreement obliging Japan to pay part of
the costs to host U.S. military bases, paving the way for its approval by the full
Lower House.
The U.N. has sounded out Japan about dispatching Self-Defense Forces personnel to
take part in U.N. peacekeepers' mine-removal efforts in southern Sudan.
The House of Representatives passes a bilateral agreement with the United States
obliging Japan to pay some ¥140 billion a year to help operate U.S. military bases
until fiscal year 2010.
Despite possible right-wing intimidation, more than 10 theaters nationwide confirm
they will screen "Yasukuni," a controversial documentary film on Tokyo's warlinked shrine, in May or later as originally planned.
The LDP convenes a project team to work towards establishing a permanent law on
international peace that would allow the SDF to be deployed overseas at any time.
The Diet unanimously voted for the new law to combine the current Special
Measures Bills on peacekeeping operations, Iraq reconstruction assistance, and
terrorism prevention.
Japan extends, for another 6 months, the economic sanctions on North Korea that
were imposed after its nuclear test in October 2006.
The Supreme Court fines three peace activists a combined ¥500,000 for trespassing
on a Self-Defense Forces housing compound in western Tokyo and distributing
antiwar leaflets.
The Nagoya High Court rules that the dispatch of the JASDF to Iraq in the form of
airlifting multinational combat troops to assist U.S. forces in Baghdad violates the
first clause of Article 9. This is the first anti-SDF dispatch suit that has been ruled as
unconstitutional. In response to this ruling, the JASDF Chief of Staff Tamogami
Toshio (田母神俊雄) states in vulgar Japanese that "in this situation, [that ruling]
doesn't matter"「『そんなの関係ねえ』という状況だ」After protests by the
plaintiff, the Iraq Action Group (イラク訴訟原告団), Tamogami concedes that the
wording of his view had been "in part, inappropriate".「一部不適切だった」
Japan, the United States and Australia hold senior working-level talks in Hawaii on
security issues, including on how to better strengthen mutual cooperation in
international peacekeeping missions.
Some 100 JASDF personnel returning from Iraq were greeted by antiwar activists as
they arrived at Komaki Air Base in Aichi Prefecture after completing their tours of
duty.
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A U.S.-Japan Special Measures Agreement obliging Japan to pay some ¥140 billion
a year to support U.S. military bases through fiscal year 2010 takes effect. Last
month, the previous pact expired March 31 due to a delay in the Diet. This current
implementation is due to the Lower House overriding the Upper House in the Diet.
PAENC convenes in Tokyo with the presence of Former PMs Kaifu Toshiki (海部
俊樹) and Abe Shinzō. The convention adopts a resolution that calls for the
immediate initialization of the Deliberative Councils on the Constitution in both
Houses. However, members from senior DPJ leaders, including Party’s Secretary
General Hatoyama Yukio and Deputy Leader Maehara Seiji, do not attend the
meeting.
Japanese peace groups are set to unveil a cenotaph in Guam on May 18 to honor the
more than 20,000 Japanese and U.S. soldiers and islanders who lost their lives in the
Battle of Guam in 1944.
Peace Ring of Guam, a Guam-based nonprofit organization, and its Japanese arm
have erected the monument by the sea in Agat Village, one of two locations on the
western coast where U.S. forces landed and fought Japanese troops.
Marking the 61st anniversary of the enforcement of the postwar Constitution,
hundreds of people gathered in Tokyo's Hibiya Park to call for keeping Article 9,
which renounces war.
Documentary on Yasukuni Shrine by Chinese filmmaker screens in Tokyo.
International peace activists gather in Chiba for the Global Article 9 Conference to
Abolish War. Participants include Cora Weiss, president of the Hague Appeal for
Peace from the United States, and Beate Sirota Gordon, a co-author of Japan's
constitution.
Japan is considering beginning negotiations with Iraq to conclude a status of forces
agreement to stipulate the legal status of Air Self-Defense Force personnel
conducting missions there. U.N. Security Council Resolution 1790, which authorizes
the current deployment of multinational forces in Iraq, expires at the end of 2008.
Backed by the DPJ, New Komeito and the LDP, the House of Representatives panel
passes a bill intended to allow the use of space for defense purposes. This is a
departure from Japan's decades-long policy restricting the development and use of
space to nonmilitary purposes.
The education ministry plans to clearly state in a supplement of the government's
new educational guideline for junior high school students that a Seoul-controlled
islet in the Sea of Japan is an "integral part of Japan." According to the Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology Ministry, the supplement referring to the
island called Takeshima in Japanese and Dokdo in Korean will be compiled around
June or July for use from fiscal year 2012.
US ambassador Schieffer urges Japan to boost military spending amid splurge by
Asian neighbors.
AP/CR website
The Diet enacts Japan's first law on the use of space. This law modifies the former
principle of the non-military use of space (based on a 1969 Diet resolution under the
Constitution) and paves the way for the development of space defense equipment,
including full-scale spy satellites.
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The government declares null and void a 1949 state-imposed ban on public schools
organizing field trips to the Yasukuni Shrine.
A position paper released by the Cabinet states that Japan will refrain from
identifying Takeshima (a pair of Seoul-controlled rocky islets in the Sea of Japan
known as Dokdo in South Korea) as an "integral part of Japan" in educational
documents.
The DPJ submits a bill aimed at providing ¥3 million in special benefits to each
Korean and Taiwanese convicted of Class B or C war crimes at the Tokyo tribunal.
The LDP Human Rights Issues Research Council (Jimintō no jinken mondai tō
chōsakai 自民党の人権問題等調査会) begins debating a working draft of the
Human Rights Protection Bill (jinken yōgo hōan 人権擁護法案) that would
implement a system of relief aid for victims of human rights violations. The Bill's
previous proposal was withdrawn in 2002, and the current move to resubmit it for
consideration is controversial.
A House of Councilors committee unanimously approves a bill to enable people
with gender identity disorder who are parents to change their officially registered sex
if their offspring are adults. Previously, having no children was a condition of a sexchange law enacted in July 2003 to enable people with gender identity disorder to
alter their sex in their family registries.
The Supreme Court of Japan rules that denying citizenship to persons whose parents
were not married at the time of their birth is unconstitutional, granting 10 children of
Filipino women the right to Japanese nationality. The ruling overturns Article 3 of
the Nationality Law (kokuseki hō 国籍法), which restricts children born to unwed
foreign mothers to the nationality of their mother's country if their Japanese fathers
do not recognize them before birth.
The Justice Ministry initiates steps to amend the Nationality Law following the
Supreme Court ruling of 6.4.2008. It instructs its regional bureaus not to reject
applications for nationality from the parents of children whose circumstances fall
within the bounds of the ruling.
Ichiro Fujisaki, the new Japanese Ambassador to the U.S., says he is determined to
ensure policy continuity on U.S.-Japan issues, and claims his first priority as
building strong relationships with those in the administration of U.S. President
George W. Bush, rather than preparing for the next administration to be launched in
January 2009.
A team of Foreign Ministry, Defense Ministry and SDF official depart for
Afghanistan to explore the possibility of dispatching the SDF there on an assistance
mission.
The Diet enacts a revised law designed to allow people with gender identity disorder
greater ease of changing their registered sex (kaisei sei dōitsu sei shōgaisha seibetsu
tokurei hōan 改正性同一性障害者性別特例法案).
PAENC holds its regular meeting and, for the third time, adopts a resolution that
calls for the immediate initialization of the Deliberative Councils on the Constitution
in both Houses. Following Nakasone’s remark, “Being aware of how news writers
are seeing the movement of constitutional revision and getting their advices are
critical to promote the movement itself,” chief political editors of Sankei and
Yomiuri Shimbun give a presentation.
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Japan extends its Kuwait-Iraq airlift mission and refueling mission in the Indian
Ocean until July and January 2009, respectively, citing the need to provide
continued assistance in the reconstruction of Iraq as well as U.S.-led antiterrorism
operations in and around Afghanistan.

6.19

Bound for China, a Maritime Self-Defense Force destroyer (海上自衛隊護衛艦)
departs from Kure (呉), Hiroshima Prefecture, carrying Self-Defense Force
personnel in official uniform. This is the first such visit ever made to China by
uniformed SDF personnel.
The government decides to send two or three Japan Ground Self-Defense Force
(JGSDF Rikujō Jieitai 陸上自衛隊) personnel to Sudan as early as September to
participate in U.N. peacekeeping operations there.

6.30

7.8

The MEXT reconsiders a plan to state in an educational document that the
Takeshima islands are an "integral part of Japan" in order to avoid straining JapanKorea relations.

7.15

The government panel on Reform of the Ministry of Defense (Bōeishō Kaikaku
Kaigi 防衛省改革会議), headed by Chief Cabinet Secretary Machimura Nobutaka,
endorses a nonbinding report that proposes leaving the management of SDF units to
uniformed officers rather than bureaucrats.
A team of Foreign Ministry, Defense Ministry and SDF official depart for
Afghanistan to explore the possibility of dispatching the SDF there on an assistance
mission.

7.18

7.25

The Okinawa Prefectural Assembly adopts a nonbinding resolution against a joint
Japan-U.S. plan to relocate the U.S. Marine Corps Air Station at Futenma (普天間)
within Okinawa. Japan abandons the idea of dispatching the SDF to assist
Afghanistan's reconstruction efforts, citing the deteriorating security situation in that
country.
At a defense conference in London, British Ministry of Defense official Teresa Jones
expresses hopes that Japan will continue to provide support for antiterrorism
operations in the Indian Ocean.

7.28

The MOD conducts a missile defense exercise in Tokyo using the Patriot Advanced
Capability-3 (PAC-3 パトリオット･ミサイル) ballistic missile interception
system. This is the first full-fledged test of the missile carried out by the ministry.

7.29

The JASDF's mission in Iraq will terminate by the end of this year when the current
U.N. resolution authorizing the deployment of multinational forces there expires.
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7.29

A team of Japanese officials arrives in Egypt to conduct research on dispatching
defense personnel to U.N. peacekeeping operations in Sudan. The SDF’s
participation in U.N. peacekeeping operations in southern Syria is extended for six
more months until March 31.

8.5

PM Fukuda indicates his lack of plans to visit Yasukuni Shrine on August 15, the
anniversary of Japan's surrender in World War II. But Justice Minister Okiharu
Yasuoka (安岡興治), a member of PM Fukuda’s restructured cabinet, stated his
intention to go.

8.8

In Tokyo, U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Richard Boucher announces that Japan
can decide its own contribution it wishes to make to antiterrorism efforts in
Afghanistan. Under a special law that expires in January, the JMSDF has been
engaged in refueling a U.S.-led coalition in the Indian Ocean.

8.15

Over fifty Cabinet ministers and Diet members visit Yasukuni Shrine on the 63rd
anniversary of the end of WWII.

8.15

Over 260 protesters and war bereaved gather in Tokyo to protest politicians' visits to
Yasukuni Shrine. They also demand that Article 9 of the Constitution be protected.

8.22

Bilateral sources of Kyodo News reveal that PM Fukuda promised to continue the
JMSDF's refueling mission in the Indian Ocean beyond its January expiration when
he met U.S. President George W. Bush on the sidelines of the Group of Eight
summit in Hokkaido in July.

8.28

Chief Cabinet Secretary Machimura Nobutaka voices anger over the kidnapping and
killing of aid worker Ito Kazuya (伊藤和也) in Afghanistan, but insists that this will
not deter Japan's anti-terror mission.

9.1

PM Fukuda announces his intent to resign.

9.11

In an address at the MOD, Defense Minister Hayashi Yoshimasa (林芳正) states that
Japan will earn more respect around the world through acting to fight terrorism
instead of just providing money. Hayashi reiterated in his address the need for Japan
to extend the bill for the JMSDF to continue its refueling mission in the Indian
Ocean.
The MOFA reveals that Denmark's ships will also receive fuel from the JMSDF's
Indian Ocean support mission. Denmark is the eighth country after the U.S., the
U.K., France, Germany, Canada, New Zealand and Pakistan to receive refueling aid
from Japan.

9.12
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9.25
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9.24

9.25

9.26

9.27

9.30
10.1
10.2

The JASDF successfully guns down a mock ballistic missile in Japan's first test of a
U.S.-developed land-based missile interception system. The test was conducted at
the White Sands Missile Range in New Mexico. The firing of the two Patriot
Advanced Capability-3 (PAC-3 パトリオット･ミサイル) interceptors concludes
testing on the key capabilities of the nearly ¥1 trillion missile shield that Japan hopes
to complete around fiscal 2010.
Kyodo News sources reveal that the United States urged Japan in July to reconsider
its decision not to dispatch SDF troops to Afghanistan. During a visit to Tokyo late
that month, special U.S. presidential envoy Bobby Wilkes, deputy assistant secretary
of defense for Central Asia, met with top officials of the Foreign and Defense
ministries (MOFA and MOD) and urged Japan to go beyond JMSDF refueling
mission in the Indian Ocean.
The government sends two Ground Self-Defense Force officers to Sudan by late
October to help with U.N. peacekeeping operations there. The JGSDF (Japan
Ground Self-Defense Force) officers will be dispatched to the headquarters of the
U.N. Mission in Sudan until June 30 next year.
At the fourth CTBT ministerial meeting in New York, Kawaguchi Yoriko urges the
ratification of the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty as soon as possible. She
says that Japan, as the only nation to have suffered atomic devastation, is committed
to take initiatives toward the total elimination of nuclear weapons. Kawaguchi is the
co-chair of the International Commission on Nuclear Non-Proliferation and
Disarmament.
The U.S.S. George Washington arrives at Yokosuka, Kanagawa Prefecture on
Thursday, becoming the first nuclear-powered aircraft carrier to be forwarddeployed outside the United States. Hundreds of slogan-shouting protesters line the
harbor, together with flag-waving supporters.
Former Prime Minister Koizumi Junichirō expresses his intention to retire from
politics once his current term in the Lower House ends.
In order to alleviate personnel shortages, the Defense Ministry decides to allow
female members of the Maritime Self-Defense Force to serve aboard destroyers
from fiscal 2009, lifting a restriction in place since the force's establishment in 1954,
ministry officials said. The MSDF has some 45,000 members, 2,000 of whom are
women.
The government decides to send two Ground Self-Defense Force officers to Sudan
by late October to help with U.N. peacekeeping operations there. The GSDF officers
will be dispatched to the headquarters of the U.N. Mission in Sudan in the capital,
Khartoum, until June 30 next year.
Finance Minister Nakagawa Shōichi creates a stir by backing a plan to display the
Hinomaru flag in the ministry's press briefing room.
The Tokyo High Court rejects a suit filed by a group of residents calling on
Yokosuka to cancel permission for the government accommodation of the U.S.
aircraft carrier George Washington.
In an interview, Defense Minister Hamada Yasukazu states that Japan's involvement
in antiterrorism efforts in the Indian Ocean must continue regardless of which party
holds power in the Diet.
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10.5
10.10

10.11
10.17

The Cabinet approves a mission sending two Ground Self-Defense Force officers to
Sudan to take part in U.N. peacekeeping operations. Foreign Minister Nakasone
Yasuhiro tells reporters that the dispatch of the two officers will both advance ties
between Japan and Sudan and contribute to installing security and peace in the
region.
The Saitama Prefectural Government provides local public elementary and junior
high schools with a central government document lifting a ban on field trips to
Yasukuni Shrine.
Japan extends its ban on port calls by North Korean-registered vessels and all
imports of goods from the country for another six months, citing the lack of progress
in denuclearization and its failure to come clean on its past abductions of Japanese
nationals.
The Lower House begins deliberating the government's special antiterrorism bill for
extending the Maritime Self-Defense Force's refueling mission in the Indian Ocean.
It also opens debate on a contentious bill that would allow SDF troops to be
dispatched for support activities in Afghanistan.
Having reached agreement with Pyongyang over verification of its nuclear
programs, the United States informs Japan it will remove North Korea from its list
of terrorism-sponsoring states by the end of October.
Japan is elected to a record-breaking tenth two-year term as a revolving member of
the UN Security Council.
Prime Minister Asō presses the continuation of Japan's controversial refueling
mission in the Indian Ocean next year.
48 lawmakers, including a special adviser to Prime Minister Asō, pay a group visit
to the autumn festival held at Yasukuni Shrine.
The Finance Ministry displays the Hinomaru flag in its press briefing room under
orders from Finance Minister Nakagawa Shōichi.

10.18

Prime Minister Asō attends an annual ceremony at the Defense Ministry to mourn
Self-Defense Force personnel killed while performing their official duties.

10.19

Hoshyar Zebari, foreign minister of Iraq, expresses hope that Japan will increase
investment in and economic support for the reconstruction of Iraq even after its
airlift mission in the country ends this year.
Prime Minister Asō visits the Tokyo tomb of his grandfather, former Prime Minister
Yoshida Shigeru. This is his first such call since taking office last month.

10.20
10.21

10.22

The Lower House approves a special antiterrorism bill that enables the MSDF to
continue refueling multinational warships engaged in counterterrorism operations in
the Indian Ocean.
A Liberal Democratic Party panel approves a bill to make Nov. 12, 2009, a one-time
national holiday marking the 20th anniversary of Emperor Akihito's accession to the
Chrysanthemum Throne. Its members include former Prime Minister Mori Yoshirō,
DPJ leader Ozawa Ichirō, New Komeito head Ota Akihiro, and Watanuki Tamisuke,
leader of Kokumin Shinto.
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Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh meets in Tokyo with Prime Minister Asō.
The two leaders sign a joint declaration on security cooperation aimed at improving
the safety of Japanese vessels navigating the Indian Ocean, and they agree to
continue to work toward concluding an economic partnership agreement at an early
date.

10.27

10.28
10.30

10.31

11.1
11.3
11.4
11.6

11.7

A bill to extend Maritime Self-Defense Force refueling support for US and coalition
ships in the Indian Ocean clears the House of Representatives and is submitted to the
opposition-controlled House of Councillors.
At a lecture in Tokyo, Dutch Foreign Minister Maxime Verhagen urges Japan to
continue its naval refueling mission in the Indian Ocean and to cooperate with the
Netherlands on international efforts to secure peace in Afghanistan.
The Ground Self-Defense Force (GSDF) holds its biggest homeland defense drill to
date in Hokkaido, mobilizing some 3,000 personnel and digging some 2,000 hillside
caves and trenches to hide troops, tanks and command posts.
At a committee session of the House of Councilors, Prime Minister Asō cites legal
restrictions on sending the SDF to Afghanistan.
Defense Minister Hamada Yasukazu announces that Gen. Tamogami Toshio, the
ASDF Air Self-Defense Force Chief of Staff, will be dismissed for having written an
essay justifying Japan's wartime aggression in Asia and urging the country to
exercise its right to collective defense.
The Yokohama District Court will retry a case in the so-called Yokohama Incident,
Japan's worst wartime repression of free speech. In the incident, more than 60
journalists were arrested between 1942 and 1945 on charges of promoting
communism in violation of the now-defunct Peace Preservation Law.
The U.S. Marine Corps orders its staff in Okinawa to stay away from residential
areas, schools, cemeteries and other public sites. This is an apparent effort to ease
local anger over a slew of incidents involving its personnel.
China and South Korea excoriate Tamogami Toshio for his essay seeking to justify
Japan’s military actions in Asian countries before and during World War II.
In his first public appearance since being fired from the SDF, Tamogami defends his
nationalist essay, claiming that his justification of the Japan's war in Asia was
intended to instill the country and its people with a sense of confidence.
Lt. Gen. Edward A. Rice Jr., commander of U.S. Forces in Japan, says that the
Tamogami controversy will not affect Japan's security alliance with the United
States.
In a meeting with DPJ lawmakers, Defense Ministry officials reveal that 78 Air SelfDefense Force members submitted essays to the same contest won by Tamogami
Toshio. This finding fuels suspicions that the essays were orchestrated by
Tamogami, since 62 of the 78 belong to an ASDF unit in Ishikawa Prefecture
formerly commanded by him.
The Tokyo Metropolitan Government conducts Japan’s first drill against “dirty
bombs.”
Tamogami Toshio's successor as head of the ASDF, Gen. Hokazono Kenichirō, says
that his predecessor's nationalist essay was “inappropriate” and “damaged public
trust” in the ASDF.
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11.8

The Japan Times publishes an editorial arguing for greater civilian control of the
SDF.

11.10

The nuclear submarine USS Providence makes a port call in Okinawa without
giving the normal prior notification to Japanese authorities. Since 1964 the United
States’ policy has been to give at least 24 hours’ notice before its nuclear submarines
enter Japanese ports.
Tamogami defends his contentious justification of Japan’s wartime past before the
Diet. He also calls for the Constitution to be amended so that Japan can engage in
collective self-defense.
A bipartisan group of Japanese lawmakers voices concern over growing South
Korean capital investment in Tsushima City, Nagasaki Prefecture.
The Defense Ministry says that the U.S. military in Japan will stop allowing the
public to watch its artillery training in Hokkaido involving marines and will no
longer hold a press conference about the drills. The U.S. forces will instead post
information and photos regarding the drills on the Internet.
Vice Defense Minister Masuda Kōhei refuses to respond to criticism that some
lecturers at the Defense Ministry's Joint Staff College hold nationalistic views.
At the ninth Solidarity Conference for the Issue of Military Sexual Slavery by Japan,
DPJ Upper House member Konno Azuma says that “The government has kept its
eyes shut and ignored the issue.” Victims of Japan's wartime sexual slavery are
joined by international activists and lawmakers to demand proper apology and
compensation from the government for its past atrocities.
The government officially orders an end to the Air Self-Defense Force’s mission to
airlift supplies and personnel between Iraq and Kuwait. Withdrawal is scheduled to
begin in mid-December and be completed by March 2009.
During a symposium at the Afghan Embassy in Tokyo, experts say that Japan's
continued contributions are needed to halt borderless acts of terrorism in
Afghanistan. Afghan Senior Minister Hedayat Amin Arsala urges Japan to continue
its refueling mission in the Indian Ocean.
Defense Minister Yasukazu Hamada says that the Self-Defense Forces will not
acquire more advanced cluster bombs even though they would not be banned under
a new accord on the munitions.
During a news conference in Tokyo, Tamogami Toshio says that his justification of
Japan's wartime acts is shared by many lawmakers and military personnel, and that
his opinions are not “particularly militaristic or of a rightwing nature.”
The Diet clears the revised Nationality Law, which will allow children born out of
wedlock to a Japanese man and a foreign woman to obtain Japanese nationality even
if the father acknowledges paternity after birth. (At present, a child born outside
marriage can obtain nationality only if the Japanese father recognizes paternity
before birth.) This follows a Supreme Court ruling on June 4 that the current
provisions violate Article 14 of the Constitution's Article 14, which stipulates
equality under the law.
The results of a Kyodo News opinion poll conducted December 6–7 show support
for Prime Minister Asō's administration at 25.5%, a 15.4-point decline from the
previous survey conducted in November. When asked whom they would prefer as
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11.13
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12.8

12.10
12.12

12.13

12.15
12.17
12.22
12.24

12.26
12.28

2009
1.11
1.12

prime minister, Asō or opposition Democratic Party of Japan leader Ozawa Ichirō,
33.5% picked Asō and 34.5% Ozawa. It was the first time since Asō took office that
he fell behind Ozawa by this measure.
Two Chinese survey vessels enter Japanese territorial waters near the disputed
Senkaku islets. Japan protests through diplomatic channels.
The organizers and judges of a controversial essay contest back former ASDF Chief
of Staff's Tamogami Toshio's entry, saying that its contents “awoke the Japanese
public.”
The Defense Ministry releases a report on its basic reform policy stating that the
authority of ranking officers over Self-Defense Forces units will be increased while
the influence of bureaucrats will be decreased.
After being voted down in the opposition-controlled House of Councilors, a bill to
extend Maritime Self-Defense Force refueling operations in the Indian Ocean for
naval vessels engaged in counterterrorism activities goes back to the House of
Representatives, where ruling-coalition members pass it with a two-thirds majority
vote.
Prime Minister Asō meets with Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao and South Korean
President Lee Myung-bak at a groundbreaking trilateral summit in Fukuoka
Prefecture. The three leaders agree to boost cooperation in the face of the economic
crisis.
The ASDF transport unit in Kuwait begins withdrawing after completing an airlift
mission that lasted four years and nine months.
The Fukuoka High Court upholds a district court ruling that it is constitutional for
public school principals to order teachers to sing the national anthem at school
ceremonies.
A draft revision of the education ministry's curriculum guidelines for high schools
released Monday does not mention the Takeshima islets under dispute with South
Korea.
The MSDF refueling mission in the Indian Ocean is officially extended to July 15,
2009. Without the extension, the legal basis for the mission would have ended on
Jan. 15.
Defense Minister Yasukazu Hamada says that Prime Minister Asō has ordered him
to consider sending the MSDF on an antipiracy mission off Somalia.
House of Representatives Speaker Kōno Yōhei lays flowers at a U.S. memorial
cemetery in Honolulu where victims of Japan's attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941 are
among those commemorated.
The results of a Kyodo News telephone survey show support for Prime Minister Asô
Taro's cabinet at 19.2%, down 6.3 points from the previous survey in December. The
disapproval rate climbed to 70.2%, the highest level since Prime Minister Mori
Yoshirō's cabinet was in power roughly eight years ago.
Prime Minister Asō and President Lee Myung-bak of South Korea hold talks in
Seoul. The two leaders pledge to cooperate to resolve the issue of North Korea’s
nuclear weapons program and work closely with the administration of incoming US
President Barack Obama.
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1.13
1.26
1.27
2.14

2.16-18

2.18
2.20

2.22
2.24

2.26

2.27

Watanabe Yoshimi, former minister of state for financial services and administrative
reform, resigns from the Liberal Democratic Party to protest the administration’s
backtracking on civil service and administrative reform.
Vice Foreign Minister Yachi Shōtarō, Japan's representative on key diplomatic
issues, states that Japan needs to seriously consider sending civilians to aid the
reconstruction of Afghanistan as dispatching the SDF would require new legislation.
Foreign Minister Nakasone Hirofumi announces he will visit Okinawa this weekend
to discuss the stalled accord on reorganizing the U.S. military in Japan.
Finance Minister Nakagawa Shōichi meets with International Monetary Fund
Managing Director Dominique Strauss-Kahn in Rome. The two sign an agreement
under which Japan will provide the IMF with a $100 billion loan, the largest-ever
single contribution to the fund.
The last of Japan’s Air Self-Defense Force personnel involved in reconstruction
efforts in Iraq return home, ending the country’s five-year-long aid mission to the
war-torn country.
U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton visits Japan. She meets with Foreign Minister
Nakasone Hirofumi on February 17 and signs an agreement to relocate 8,000 US
troops and their families from Okinawa to Guam. She also meets with DPJ leader
Ozawa Ichirō, relatives of Japanese abducted by North Korea and Prime Minister
Asō.
Prime Minister Asō meets with Russian President Dmitry Medvedev in Sakhalin,
and the two leaders agree to accelerate specific efforts aimed at achieving resolution
of the Northern Territories issue.
The results of a survey conducted by the Nihon Keizai Shimbun and TV Tokyo
show that support for Prime Minister Asō’s cabinet fell 4 points from the January
survey to a new low of 15%. Disapproval of the cabinet rose 4 points to 80%, the
highest level in the survey’s history.
The MSDF and the Japan Coast Guard (JCG) conduct a joint antipiracy exercise off
Kure in Hiroshima Prefecture. The exercise precedes the deployment of two MSDF
destroyers to Somalia to protect Japanese ships from Somali pirates. In the absence
of an official antipiracy law, the destroyers will be dispatched under the pretext of
maritime policing.
The Shimane Prefectural Government marks its fourth "Takeshima Day" promoting
Japan's claim to the disputed group of South Korean-controlled islets in the Sea of
Japan.
Prime Minister Asō becomes the first foreign leader to meet with President Obama
at the White House. The two agree to further strengthen the Japan-US alliance and
jointly address various global issues, including the economic crisis and the war in
Afghanistan.
The Osaka District Court dismisses a lawsuit calling for Yasukuni Shrine to remove
11 servicemen and civilian employees of the Imperial Japanese forces from its
enshrinement rolls. It is the first judicial determination at the district court level on
the collective enshrinement of Japan's war dead.
The House of Representatives passes the government’s draft budget for fiscal 2009,
assuring that the measure will become law before the start of the new fiscal year on
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April 1 even if rejected by the upper house.
2.28
3.5

3.13

3.26
3.27
4.9
4.14

4.16

4.21
4.23
5.3
5.10
5.11

Larry Walker, a spokesman for the American Institute in Taiwan, announces that the
Japanese-administered Senkaku Islands in the East China Sea are covered by the
U.S.-Japan Security Treaty.
At a rally in Tokyo, lawmakers and activists denounce the imminent dispatch of
Maritime Self-Defense Force destroyers to the Gulf of Aden, calling it irrational and
a threat to the Constitution.
The Cabinet authorizes the emergency dispatch of Maritime Self-Defense Force
destroyers to combat piracy in the waters off Somalia and the Gulf of Aden. The
mission is to be carried out under Article 82 of Japan’s Self-Defense Forces Law,
which allows the country to conduct maritime security operations. On the same day
the government submits a bill to the Diet to allow the MSDF more latitude in
fighting pirates.
The Tokyo District Court rejects a damages suit filed by 172 teachers punished for
refusing to sing the national anthem at school events.
Defense Minister Hamada Yasukazu orders the Self-Defense Forces to intercept and
shoot down any part of a North Korean rocket that might fall on Japanese territory.
A history textbook authored by the Japanese Society for History Textbook Reform
(Atarashii Rekishi wo Tsukuru Kai, or Tsukurukai) cleares the Ministry of
Education's textbook screening for the 2008 academic year.
The Defense Ministry announces that an MSDF destroyer off Somalia helped a
Maltese ship approached by a suspicious vessel, saying that a rescue operation poses
no problems because it constitutes a humanitarian step based on the law of the sea.
The House of Representatives begins deliberating an antipiracy bill to create a
permanent law that would let the Maritime Self-Defense Force protect ships of any
nationality against pirates and remove certain limits on the MSDF's use of force.
A prefectural museum in Naha City, Okinawa, bars a series of collages by the artist
Oura Nobuyuki featuring photos of the late Emperor Hirohito from an exhibition for
"educational" reasons. The collages feature a cutout photograph of Hirohito along
with images such as mushroom clouds and an anatomical chart of human bodies.
PM Asō draws protests from China and Korea for making an offering to Yasukuni
Shrine for its spring festival. This visit follows a similar one made at the shrine's
autumn festival in October 2008.
Amid strong protests from opposition parties, the House of Councilors passes an
antipiracy bill to create a permanent law enabling the MSDF to protect ships of any
nationality against pirates.
The 45th anniversary of the Constitution's promulgation is commemorated.
Conferences by pro- and anti-reform groups are held across Japan.
Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin meets with PM Asô in Tokyo. The two
leaders sign an agreement whereby Japan will provide Russia with technical
expertise on building nuclear power plants in exchange for enriched uranium.
Ozawa Ichirō resigns as president of the Democratic Party of Japan on charges of
accepting illegal political contributions. On May 16, DPJ Secretary General
Hatoyama Yukio is elected his successor.
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7.6

7.8

7.12
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7.18
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Defense Minister Hamada Yasukazu orders the dispatch of two P-3C patrol aircraft
to participate in antipiracy activities in coastal waters near Somalia.
Japan's new lay judge system takes effect. Under the system, citizen judges join
professional judges in adjudicating serious crimes.
The House of Representatives endorses a proposal to keep the Diet open from June 3
through July 28. The extension of the Diet session increases the likelihood of key
legislation, including the antipiracy bill, to be cleared.
The LDP coalition uses its supermajority in the Lower House to pass an antipiracy
bill rejected by the Upper House. The new law permits the SDF to fire at suspected
pirate ships that ignore warnings and to protect foreign vessels traveling in pirateinfested waters.
The Cabinet extends the dispatch of two GSDF officers participating in U.N.
peacekeeping operations in Sudan.
Under a temporary law on antiterrorism campaigns, the Cabinet extends the MSDF
refueling mission in the Indian Ocean for another six months.
Under the new law authorizing MSDF vessels to escort commercial ships of any
nationality, two MSDF destroyers commence antipiracy operations off Somalia.
They are further allowed under the new law to fire on pirate boats closing in on
commercial ships that ignore warning shots.
Defense Minister Hamada visits Yonaguni Island (与那国島) in Okinawa
Prefecture, close to China and located at Japan's westernmost end. He announces
plans to consider stationing SDF forces on Yonaguni and surrounding islets as a
means of increasing border security.
The Diet passes bills abolishing the Alien Registration Act and tightening controls
on foreign residents.
The DPJ scores a historic victory in the Tokyo Metropolitan Assembly election,
putting them in a good position to win control of the central government in the
upcoming Lower House election.
Japan completes ratification of the Convention on Cluster Munitions. It is the first
time for Japan to ratify a disarmament treaty led by nongovernmental organizations
(NGOs) and volunteering countries -- excluding the United States, Russia and China
-- since the Convention on the Prohibition of Anti-Personnel Mines in 1998. Japan's
ratification adds a new dimension of disarmament to the nation's foreign policy.
Japan's Defense Ministry releases its annual White Paper including a section on the
defensive use of space under the Basic Space Law aiming for "the development and
utilization of space [by Japan] under the principle of peace enshrined in the
Constitution of Japan in compliance with international commitments." (Pt II.
Chap.1, Sec.4.1)
Japan and the United States agree to engage in periodic talks on nuclear defense
issues. The agreement is reached at a Security Subcommittee Meeting attended by
senior working-level officials from the Foreign and Defense Ministries and their
U.S. counterparts, including Kurt Campbell, assistant secretary of state for East Asia
and Pacific affairs.
PM Asō dissolves the Lower House and sets the general election for August 30.
The Self-Defense Forces' antipiracy operations off Somalia will fall under a new law
in effect today that authorizes them to escort commercial ships of any nation. The
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9.9
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9.24

10.11

legal basis for MSDF operations will be switched from the maritime police-action
provision of the SDF Law to the new antipiracy law, which was enacted June 19.
PM Asō, unveiling the LDP's campaign platform, declares his party's aim to revise
the Constitution as soon as possible.
The Yokohama board of education adopts a disputed history textbook with a
nationalist bent for use in many of the city's public junior high schools. The textbook
is authored by the Japanese Society for History Textbook Reform, popularly known
as Tsukurukai.
At a news conference in Tokyo, DPJ leader Hatoyama Yukio pledges not to visit
Tokyo's Yasukuni Shrine if he becomes prime minister, and suggests that Cabinet
ministers also refrain from doing so.
Former PMs Koizumi Junichirō and Abe Shinzō, together with members of the Diet,
visit Yasukuni Shrine on the 64th anniversary of the end of Japan's surrender. PM
Asō refrains from visiting.
Hatoyama Yukio announces a DPJ policy for a new national memorial facility for
mourning the war dead. Speaking of an "East Asian Community Plan" (東アジア共
同体構想), he advocates leaving the conservative nationalism that he says has been
cultivated by the LDP's visits to Yasukuni Shrine.
In a historic upset, the DPJ captures 308 of the total 480 seats in the general election
for the House of Representatives, forcing the LDP into the role of an opposition
party for only the second time in its 54-year history. Prime Minister Asô announces
he will resign as LDP president to take responsibility for the crushing defeat.
(http://www.japanecho.com/sum/2009/360502.html accessed 8/14/2013)
The leaders of the Democratic Party of Japan, the Social Democratic Party, and the
People’s New Party agree to form a coalition government. The coalition will hold a
majority in both houses of the National Diet.
Prime Minister Asō Tarō and his cabinet resign en masse in the wake of the ruling
coalition’s defeat in the August 30 lower house election. Asō’s Liberal Democratic
Party is thus relegated to the opposition for only the second time since its founding
in 1955.
The Diet selects DPJ President Hatoyama Yukio to become Japan’s new prime
minister. Hatoyama forms a cabinet and launches his administration based on the
DPJ’s coalition with the SDP and PNP.
Under orders from Foreign Minister Okada, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
launches an investigation into purported secret Japan-US pacts, including one
allowing US ships and aircraft to bring nuclear weapons into Japan without prior
consultation, in contravention of the Japan-US Security Treaty.
Foreign Minister Okada makes an unannounced visit to Afghanistan, where he
meets with President Hamid Karzai to discuss Japan’s assistance for the strife-torn
country. On October 12 he visits Pakistan and meets with President Asif Ali Zardari,
Prime Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani, and Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi.
In his meeting with Qureshi, he urges Pakistan to begin negotiations on the Fissile
Material Cut-Off Treaty and quickly sign the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban
Treaty.
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10.13
10.20

11.8

11.10

At a press conference, Minister of Defense Kitazawa Toshimi states that Maritime
Self-Defense Force refueling operations in the Indian Ocean will not be extended
after legislation permitting them expires in January.
US Secretary of Defense Robert Gates meets with Foreign Minister Okada in
Tokyo. He urges Japan to adhere to the bilateral agreement on relocating the
Futenma Marine Corps Air Station to another site in Okinawa. The following day
Gates also discusses the subject with Prime Minister Hatoyama and Defense
Minister Kitazawa.
Ahead of US President Barack Obama’s visit to Japan, around 21,000 people gather
in Okinawa to demand immediate closure of the US Marine Corps Futenma Air
Station and oppose plans to set up a replacement facility within the same prefecture.
The government announces $5 billion in new nonmilitary aid to Afghanistan to be
disbursed over a five-year period.

11.13-14

US President Obama visits Japan on the first stop of his four-country official visit to
Asia. He meets with Prime Minister Hatoyama, and the two agree to strengthen the
Japan-US alliance and work together on climate change, elimination of nuclear
weapons, and other areas of mutual concern.

11.15-16

Minister for Foreign Affairs Okada visits Okinawa to address the issue of closing
Futenma Air Station. Okada states that it will be difficult to annul the bilateral
agreement reached with the United States in 2006, which calls for the functions of
the base to be relocated to a new facility within Okinawa Prefecture.

11.21

Sources at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs announce the discovery of a document
referring to a secret pact to allow US military vessels and aircraft carrying nuclear
weapons to make port or land in Japan. Previous administrations denied the
existence of such an agreement.

12.15

Prime Minister Hatoyama announces the government will put off making a final
decision on relocating the functions of the US Marine Corps Futenma Air Station
until sometime next year.

12.29

A government panel confirms the existence of three secret pacts between Japan and
the United States. The pacts relate to the docking and passage of nuclear-armed
warships, contingency use of US military bases should a crisis occur on the Korean
Peninsula, and the transportation of nuclear weapons to Okinawa in the event of an
emergency.

2010

With the expiration of the Replenishment Support Special Measures Law, the
Maritime Self-Defense Force concludes eight years of refueling operations for naval
vessels of the United States and other nations participating in antiterrorism
operations in the Indian Ocean.

1.15

1.17

The first members of a civilian medical team dispatched by the Japanese
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government arrive in Haiti to begin treating survivors of the magnitude-7.0
earthquake that struck the Caribbean nation on January 12. A medical team from the
Self-Defense Forces starts relief activities in Haiti on January 23.
1.24

Inamine Susumu wins the mayoral race for the city of Nago in Okinawa Prefecture.
Inamine is a staunch opponent of the agreement reached by Japan and the United
States to relocate the functions of Futenma Air Station to Nago from their present
location in Ginowan, also in Okinawa.

2.5

The government orders the dispatch of a 350-member SDF engineering unit to join
the United Nations peacekeeping mission in earthquake-hit Haiti.

2.23

US special envoy to North Korea Stephen Bosworth embarks on a visit to China,
South Korea, and Japan aimed at restarting six-party talks on North Korea’s nuclear
program.

2011
2012

(none)
According to Yomiuri Shinbun’s national public opinion survey (conducted
February 25-26), 54% answers “the constitution should be revised,” a 11 point
increase from the survey conducted in September the year before (43%). It is the
first time since 2009 (52%) that more than half answers in favor of constitution
revision. The percentage of the people who answered, “the constitution should not
be revised” decreases to 30% (39% in the previous year).
(http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/feature/20080116-907457/news/20120318OYT1T00619.htm accessed 8/14/2013)

3.8

4.27

LDP issues a full draft for a revised constitution with an accompanying booklet
describing an explanation for general readers. The booklet states that the spirit of the
amendment is to “make the Constitution more suitable for Japan” by “drastically
revising the translationese wording and the provisions based on the theory of natural
human rights currently adopted in the Constitution.” Examples of proposed changes
are: changes in the Preamble, defining the Emperor as “the head of the State,”
revisions of many of the human right provisions currently adopted in the
Constitution, changes in the obligation of the people, and that a simple majority in
the two Houses shall be adequate to pass a motion for constitutional amendment
(Article 96). (http://www.jimin.jp/policy/policy_topics/pdf/seisaku-109.pdf accessed
8/14/2013)

11.21

LDP party president Abe holds a press conference at the party headquarters to
announce the campaign pledge for the election of the House of Representatives with
the slogan, “Take back Japan.” ( 「日本を、取り戻す。」) In his speech, he
clarifies his policies, including the rebuilding of foreign diplomacy and his plans for
constitution revision, and also advocates a public project for disaster prevention and
damage control, the “10-year project.” (「１０年間の集中計画」)
(http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/election/shugiin/2012/news1/20121121OYT1T01176.htm accessed 8/14/2013)
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12.17

The official publication of the Chinese Communist Party, the People’s Daily (人民
日報), posts an editorial article that states that the new prime minister of Japan
should seriously address the issues of “Yasukuni Shrine,” “Senkaku Islands,”
and ”the constitution.” The article demands that the new prime minister not make
official visits to Yasukuni Shrine, and not make revisions to the constitution that
would call for a continuous presence of civil servants on Senkaku Islands and would
change the name of the Self-Defense Force (自衛隊) to “Armed Forces” (国防軍).
(http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/election/shugiin/2012/news/world/20121217OYT1T01479.htm accessed 8/14/2013)
Party president of the LDP Abe makes an official statement of his plan to take on
the issue of revising Article 96 of the Japanese Constitution. With regard to
constitutional revision, he states, “The first step is that we revise Article 96. If over
one-third of the Diet members opposes then we can’t even have a proper debate. The
hurdle is too high.” The LDP campaign pledge for the election of the House of
Representatives states that the requirement to issue a proposal will be alleviated
from “over two-thirds” of approval to “the majority.”
(http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/election/shugiin/2012/news/20121217-OYT1T01041.htm
accessed 8/14/2013)

12.24

The official publication of North Korea’s Korean Worker’s Party, the Rodong
Sinmun, announces for the first time the LDP’s victory in the elections for the House
of Representatives and the resignation of DPJ Prime Minister Noda. The Rodong
Sinmun focuses on the issue of the establishment of an “Army Force” through
constitution revision and stated, “It is a worrisome issue that the party that is likely
to lead Japan toward militarism earned the most votes,” and that “conservatism and
militarization has entered into a serious stage.” The article stresses that if the
constitutional revision as asserted by the LDP is realized, “it is clear that Japan will
again head toward the path of a war of invasion.”
(http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/feature/20080115-899562/news/20121224OYT1T00570.htm accessed 8/14/2013)

2013

According to Yomiuri Shinbun’s national public opinion survey (conducted March
30-31), 51% answers, “the constitution should be revised.” The percentage of people
who answers, “the constitution should not be revised” is 31%.
(http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/feature/20080116-907457/news/20130419OYT1T01664.htm accessed 8/14/2013)

4.19

4.23

PM Abe makes a public statement at the Upper House Budget Committee saying
that the issue of revising Article 96 should be raised at the Upper House elections in
July. He says, “It has been over sixty years since the formulation of the constitution
and since then, no revisions have been made. The revision of Article 96 is connected
to the movement to bring the constitution back into the hands of the people.”
(http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/election/sangiin/news/20130423-OYT1T00689.htm
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accessed 8/14/2013)
5.12

In response to the LDP’s discussion on constitution revision, co-leader of the Japan
Restoration Party Hashimoto remarks, “It is dangerous. [The LDP] are expressing
their public authority too much and it is scary. In the least, I don’t think that they can
obtain public sympathy from anyone younger than my generation.” Also, with
regard to the upcoming Upper House elections, Hashimoto says, “We must be sure
to clarify our differences in our views of the constitution.”
(http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/election/sangiin/news/20130512-OYT1T00735.htm
accessed 8/14/2013)

5.28

The DPJ Constitution Investigation Committee 民主党憲法調査会 (President
Akihiro Ōhata) holds a council at the board meeting regarding its campaign pledge
for the Upper House elections and entering into its final stages, specifies that they
will object to the revision of Article 96.
(http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/election/sangiin/news/20130529-OYT1T00269.htm
accessed 8/14/2013)
The Communist Party releases its campaign pledge for the Upper House elections,
raising their objections against the revision of Article 96 and the termination of
raising sales tax, making the appeal that they “would not allow the stampede of
Abenomics.”
(http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/election/sangiin/2013/commitment/20130626OYT8T00725.htm accessed 8/14/2013)

6.6

6.10

DPJ Mitsuru Sakurai holds a press conference at the party headquarters to announce
the campaign pledge for the Upper House elections, specifying that they object to
the revision of Article 96. Regarding constitutional revision, he expresses that “they
will envisage a future oriented constitution,” but did not go into details. Sakurai
explains that, “We are planning on revising [the constitution],” but there is a strong
view that this statement is made as a result of considering the defunct Japan
Socialist Party members within the party who are supporters of the current
constitution.
(http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/election/sangiin/2013/commitment/20130628OYT8T00903.htm accessed 8/14/2013)

6.13

The LDP releases its campaign pledge for the Upper House elections, which states
that they would adhere to their campaign pledge from the December 2012 election
for the House of Representatives, specifying that they would “appease the proposal
requirement of both the House of Representative and Councillors to the majority.”
Also adding to their campaign pledge a statement that “this is in order to make it
easier to create opportunities for the public to participate in the judgment of the
constitution.” (http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/election/sangiin/2013/news1/20130614OYT1T00281.htm accessed 8/14/2013)
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6.17

Your Party (Minna no Tō) releases its campaign pledge for the Upper House
elections, the “Agenda 2013,” calling for a re-examination of Article 96, specifying
that “they should go forward with simplifying the procedure of constitution revision
and should alleviate the requirements needed to pass a resolution,” and also calls for
a unicameral system that combines the House of Representative and Councillors and
a system for a direct election of the prime minister. However, Policy Research
Council Chairman Asao states that he “believes that the issue of constitutional
revision is not a point of controversy.”
(http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/election/sangiin/2013/commitment/20130627OYT8T00594.htm accessed 8/14/2013)

6.20

Social Democratic Party releases its campaign pledge for Upper House elections,
specifying that they object to the revision of Article 96 in order to prevent larger
constitutional revision. It also states that they are against resuming operations at
nuclear facilities and participation in the TPP.
(http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/election/sangiin/2013/commitment/20130621OYT8T00642.htm accessed 8/14/2013)

6.27

New Komeito releases its campaign pledge for Upper House elections. Taking into
account the discussions of constitutional revision since the election of the House of
Councillors, they include a new section, “Constitution,” which was not in their
campaign pledge for the House of Councillors election. It introduces new policies
that approach issues on constitutional revision with the claim that they would “add
to the constitution” while maintaining three fundamental factors of the current
constitution: respect for fundamental human rights, sovereignty of the people, and
upholding pacifism.
Issues to be added to the constitution include environmental rights and expanding
local administration. It also indicates that they would carefully reconsider the role of
the Self Defense Force and its international contributions. With regard to Article 96,
it indicates the importance of “discussing the issues in correspondence to the content
of the revisions” and expresses a cautious stance in revisions that would serve as a
precedent for further constitutional revision. By contrast, while also stating that, “a
rigid constitution should be preserved,” it takes the position that a re-examination of
Article 96 is possible if requirements are stricter than revisions to laws.
(http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/election/sangiin/2013/news1/20130627OYT1T00590.htm accessed 8/14/2013)

6.28

Japan Restoration Party releases its campaign pledge for Upper House elections,
stating that they support revisions to Article 96 and an implementation of a regional
system. Regarding the issue of the “army comfort women,” adds that they would
“clarify historical facts and protect the dignity and honor of Japan and the Japanese
people.” Regarding the revision of Article 96, specifies that it would alleviate the
proposal requirements from two-thirds of the vote to one-half.
(http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/election/sangiin/2013/commitment/20130628OYT8T00682.htm accessed 8/14/2013)
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7.12

7.22

LDP Secretary General Shigeru Ishiba makes public statement in Chofu city of
Tokyo saying, “The LDP will tackle head on the issue of constitutional revision.
Those who claim that ‘what is written in the constitution are abstract ideas that
differ from reality’ don’t seem to me to have a sincere attitude toward the issue.”
(http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/election/sangiin/2013/feature/20130716OYT8T00361.htm accessed 8/14/2013)
The total number seats in the Upper House from the LDP, Japan Restoration Party,
Your Party, who are for constitutional revision, and from New Komeito, who
advocates adding to the constitution, reaches higher than the number necessary
number to propose a revision of Article 96 of the Japanese Constitution, which is
two thirds of the Upper House (162 seats).
(http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/election/sangiin/2013/news/20130722-OYT1T00747.htm
accessed 8/14/2013)

7.29

Deputy Prime Minister Asō Tarō makes public statement referring to the Nazis over
constitutional amendments, noting that the German constitution was changed
without the public being aware suggested that Japan should “learn about its
methods.” (「ワイマール憲法もいつの間にかナチス憲法に変わっていた。あ
の手口を学んだらどうかね」) On August 2, Asō retracted his remarks, saying it
has led to a misunderstanding. (http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/editorial/news/20130802OYT1T01514.htm accessed 8/14/2013)

8.12

Upon meeting with supporters in Nagato city of Yamaguchi prefecture, PM Abe
expresses his strong determination in revising the constitution, saying that he feels
that it is his “historical mission” (「これが私の歴史的な使命だと思ってい
る。」). (http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/politics/news/20130812-OYT1T01005.htm
accessed 8/14/2013)

9.11
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Glendale Mayor Dave Weaver said that he opposed the comfort woman statue during
an interview with Channel Sakura News. The mayor of Highashi-Osaka, Glendale`s
sister city, sent a letter of complaint about the statue.

October 3 –

Glendale Mayor Dave Weaver said that he opposed the comfort woman
statue during an interview with Channel Sakura News. The mayor of
(http://articles.glendalenewspress.com/2013-10-03/news/tn-gnp-glendale-daveHighashi-Osaka, Glendale`s sister city, sent a letter of complaint about
weaver-reopens-comfort-women-statue-tiff-japan-korea-20131003_1_glendale-mayorthe statue.

comfort-women-statue accessed 5/20/2014)

(http://articles.glendalenewspress.com/2013-10-03/news/tn-gnpglendale-dave-weaver-reopens-comfort-women-statue-tiff-japan-korea20131003_1_glendale-mayor-comfort-women-statue accessed
5/20/2014)

12.19

Three members of the Japan Restoration Party visited California to voice
opposition to the comfort woman statue. They met with city officials and
local citizens groups and expressed grievances to mayor Dave Weaver.
(http://articles.latimes.com/2013/dec/19/local/la-me-ln-comfort-women20131219 accesed 5/20/2014)

2014
01.29

This month the House passed an Appropriations Bill which urged Secretary
of State John Kerry to address issues related to the comfort women and to
encourage the Japanese government to recognize `wartime violations of basic
human dignity.` The resolution is non-binding.
(https://schiff.house.gov/common/popup/popup.cfm?action=item.print&item
ID=1478 accessed 5/20/2014)

02.27

A Glendale resident and a Los Angeles resident filed lawsuits to have the
comfort woman statue in a Glendale public park removed.
(http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/02/27/national/comfort-womenstatues-spur-debate/#.U4TJiF4k9g0 accessed 5/20/2014)

04.11

The Nobel Prize Committee officially nominated Article IX of the Japanese
Constitution as a candidate for the 2014 Nobel Peace Prize.
(http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/04/11/national/article-9-nominatedas-candidate-for-nobel-peace-prize/ accessed 5/20/2014)

05.07

A Japanese Coast Guard patrol boat spotted two Chinese Coast Guard
vessels in the vicinity of the Senkaku/Diaoyu Islands. The Japanese coast
guard vessel warned the Chinese vessels not to enter Japanese territorial
waters, and the Chinese vessels responded that the Japanese vessel had
entered Chinese territorial waters and warned the Japanese coast guard vessel
to follow Chinese laws.
(http://sankei.jp.msn.com/affairs/news/140507/crm14050712030003-n1.htm
accessed 5/20/2014).

05.26

67% of those polled by the Asahi Shinbun deem Abe’s strategy to reinterpret
the constitution to be improper.
‘Overall, 55 percent of voters oppose the prime minister’s plan for
constitutional reinterpretation concerning the exercise of the right to
collective self-defense, compared with 29 percent who support it, according
to the survey.
However, opposition increases when his method is called into question.
Asked how they view Abe’s strategy to drastically change Japan’s postwar
security policy without a revision of the Constitution, 67 percent of
respondents said it is “improper.”’
(Qtd. From the
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/behind_news/politics/AJ201405260032)
(http://ajw.asahi.com/article/behind_news/politics/AJ201405260032
accessed June 11, 2014)

05.26

According to the Yonhap News Agency, another memorial to Korean
comfort women will be erected on US soil, this time near Washington D.C.
at the Fairfax County Government building in northern Virginia. This project
is the result of efforts by the Korean Council for Women Drafted for Military
Sexual Slavery by Japan in Washington and the Comfort Women Memorial
Committee.
(http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/yonhap-newsagency/140526/comfort-women-monument-be-set-near-dc-1 accessed June
11, 2014 )

05.30

Former Tokyo Governor Shintaro Ishihara announces that he will step down
from the Japan Restoration Party he co-led with Osaka Mayor Toru
Hashimoto in order to focus all of his efforts on revising the pacifist
constitution. Ishihara will reportedly take 10-15 Restoration Party members
with him to form a new party.
(http://japandailypress.com/former-tokyo-gov-ishihara-to-form-new-party-

for-amending-pacifist-constitution-3048896/ accessed June 11, 2014)
06.02

According to a Yomiuri Shinbun poll, seventy-five percent of the public
support a change in the government’s constitutional interpretation that would
authorize the Self-Defense Forces to guard U.S. vessels carrying Japanese
nationals fleeing from a foreign country in a state of turmoil.
(http://the-japan-news.com/news/article/0001324677 accessed June 11,
2014)

06.13

Since May 20th, the LDP and the New Komeito have held talks to try to
come to an agreement about collective self-defense. New Komeito has been
considering giving consent for Japan to exercise collective self-defense in
limited situations, but any reinterpretation of Article 9 is opposed by the lay
Buddhist organization Soka Gakkai, the primary voting bloc relied upon by
the New Komeito.
The New Komeito is considering extracting a phrase from a 1972
government decision to support a compromise with the LDP’s position on
collective self defense. The phrase in question states that self-defense
measures can be taken “in tense and inappropriate situations that could
fundamentally overthrow the people’s right to life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness.” PM Abe is seeking to wrap up talks with the New Komeito so
that his cabinet can approve a change in the constitutional interpretation
before the current Diet session ends on June 22nd.
(http://ajw.asahi.com/article/behind_news/politics/AJ201406130022
accessed June 13th, 2014)
(http://sankei.jp.msn.com/politics/news/140611/plc14061103160002-n1.htm
accessed June 13th, 2014)
(http://thediplomat.com/2014/06/shinzo-abes-constitutional-ambitions/
accessed June 13th, 2014)

06.20

Japanese Diet enacts bill that will eventually lower from 20 to 18 the
minimum voting age in national referendums. This law is seen as a crucial
part of Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s attempt to amend Japan’s pacifist
constitution.
(http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/06/20/national/politicsdiplomacy/revised-national-referendum-law-lowering-voting-age-18-takeseffect/ accessed June 24th, 2014)
http://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2014/06/29/world/asia/29reuters-japandefense.html?hp&action=click&pgtype=Homepage&version=WireFeed&mo
dule=pocket-region&region=pocket-region&WT.nav=pocket-region&_r=0

06.20
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06.20

The Abe administration released the results of a panel’s re-examination of the 1993 Kono Statement
of apology. The Kono statement expresses “sincere apologies and remorse” to all former comfort
women.
“The re-examination report said there were three major points of contention between Japan and
South Korea--the involvement of the Japanese military in the establishment of the comfort stations;
the involvement of the military in the recruiting of the comfort women; and whether coercion was
involved in recruiting the women.” (qtd. From
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/behind_news/politics/AJ201406210040 )
As of now there is no plan to revise the Kono Statement, but the Abe administration’s report implies
that the South Korean government unduly had a hand in crafting the wording of the report.
A translation of the 1993 Kono Statement is available here:
http://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/women/fund/state9308.html
Accessed 7/4/2014

06.25

The South Korean government has issued a statement criticizing the Abe administration’s reexamination of the 1993 Kono statement of apology.
The Japanese panel’s study “encourages the distorted recognition that (the Kono statement) was a
product of political compromise coordinated by the governments of South Korea and Japan,” the
paper said.
The South Korean paper argues that the Abe administration’s reassessment amounts to a denial of
fact of coercion and a refusal to recognize the validity of the testimony of 16 former comfort
women.
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/asia/korean_peninsula/AJ201406270048
Accessed 7/4/2014

06.26

Thousands of protestors gathered outside PM Abe’s official residence for the second consecutive
night to voice their opposition to changes in the interpretation of Article IX. The protestors bore a
range of placards featuring caricatures of PM Abe (some drawn in the likeness of Adolf Hitler) and
various slogans such as:
“Against approving the exercise of collective self defense!” (集団的自衛権行使容認反対!)
“Don’t break Article IX!” (九条こわす ！) “No Fascism!” (In English)
(http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/a5d09c1e-00de-11e4-b94d-00144feab7de.html#axzz36S888yQh
accessed 7/4/2014)a
The two photo archives linked here include an array of images from the demonstrations.
http://sungypsy.wordpress.com/2014/07/01/last-chance-article-9-protest-in-tokyo-japan/ (photo
archive 1)
http://damoncoulter.photoshelter.com/gallery/2014-Article-9-Protest-in-

Tokyo/G0000yVRLnCUkeUs/C00005tiJzVd17Hc (photo archive 2)
(accessed 7/4/2014)
06.29

In Shinjuku, Tokyo, A man set himself on fire after giving an hour-long speech in protest of PM
Abe’s efforts to change the constitution and Article 9. Although videos and discussions of this event
attracted considerable attention on social media, NHK, Japan’s Public Broadcaster, declined to
feature the story on its flagship 7:00 News program. The news was reported, however, by foreign
News Agencies including the BBC, China’s CCTV, and the New York Times.

(http://www.nytimes.com/2014/06/30/world/asia/japanese-protester-sets-himself-on-fire-intokyo.html?_r=0
http://thediplomat.com/2014/07/nhk-ignores-tokyo-self-immolation/
accessed 7/2/2014)
07.01

A cabinet resolution (kakugi kettei 閣議決定) was announced declaring changes to the longstanding
interpretation of Article IX. The interpretation outlined in the cabinet resolution paves the way for
allowing the SDF to use force abroad to defend allies even if Japan is not directly under attack. The
new interpretation does not rule out Japan’s participation in UN-led collective security operations.
By permitting collective self-defense (集団的自衛権), the new interpretation creates the possibility
of Japanese involvement in foreign conflicts. The new interpretation broadens the powers of a sitting
administration to determine whether Japan will become involved in conflicts abroad in that an
administration will be able to determine whether or not an escalating international situation
constitutes a sufficient threat to Japan’s national security to warrant intervention.
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/opinion/2014/07/02/editorials/abe-guts-article-9/#.U7RxPl6ZZg0
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/politics/20140701-OYT1T50115.html
http://www.hokkaido-np.co.jp/news/politics/548555.html
accessed 7/2/2014)

07.02

According to a poll conducted by the Kyodo News Agency, the approval rating for PM Abe’s
cabinet has fallen from 52.1% (June 22nd) to 47.8%.
The disapproval rating stands at 40.6%, marking the highest rate of disapproval since PM Abe came
to power.
54.4% expressed of those surveyed opposed the Cabinet’s decision to change Japan’s long-standing
interpretation of the pacifist Constitution to allow the country to exercise the right to collective selfdefense. 34.6% expressed support.
Although the final decision regarding the new interpretation is due in a month and a half, 82.1
percent of respondents said there had not been sufficient discussion on the issue.

73.9% expressed concern that the scope for Japan to exercise the right of collective self-defense
could expand in the future, while 68.4 percent said PM Abe should call a general election to allow
voters to give their verdict.
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/07/02/national/politics-diplomacy/cabinet-approval-ratingfalls-controversial-shift-defense-policy/#.U7Rtkl6ZZg0
accessed 7/2/2014)

07.03

On July 2nd, various regional editions of the Asahi Shinbun featured statements from local residents
about PM Abe’s new interpretation of Article IX of the Constitution. A collection of these ran in the
popular Vox Pupuli column on July 3rd.
79-year-old Shinji Kuroda, a veteran of WWII and a long-time Liberal Democratic Party supporter
from Misawa, Aomori Prefecture, said, ““Wars create localized situations that cannot be controlled
by governmental negotiations.”
“Yuichi Osato, 78, an LDP member of the Akita prefectural assembly and a former assembly
president, disagrees with Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s agenda. Osato was 4 years old when he
started living in China with his father. “I’ve been bombed. I know what war is like. But I don’t think
Abe knows,” he said.”
Qtd. From http://ajw.asahi.com/article/views/vox/AJ201407030033’
Accessed 7/28/2014

07.03

Japanese Catholic Bishops issued a statement criticizing PM Abe’s cabinet decision to change the
interpretation of Article 9.
The strongly worded statement accuses PM Abe of violating Article 99 of the Constitution, which
states that “The Emperor or the Regent as well as Ministers of State, members of the Diet, judges,
and all other public officials have the obligation to respect and uphold this Constitution.”
The statement of the Catholic Bishops is available here:
http://www.cbcj.catholic.jp/eng/edoc/140703.htm
http://www.catholicculture.org/news/headlines/index.cfm?storyid=22112
(Accessed July 28, 2014)

07.04

The slide in approval of PM Abe and his cabinet in recent public opinion polls may be slowing the
pace of PM Abe’s planned constitutional revision. Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide Suga
suggested that the cabinet would move more slowly, taking about a year to roll out planned changes
and making time for discussion in the Diet.
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/07/10/world/asia/polls-slow-japans-plan-to-revise-constitution.html
(accessed July 28, 2014)

07.11

Japanese Minister of Defense Itsunori Onodera held a joint press briefing with US Defense
Secretary Chuck Hagel in the Pentagon briefing room.
Secretary Hagel voiced his support for PM Abe’s reinterpretation of the Japanes Constitution to
allow for collective self-defense.
Hagel: “Together, Japan's collective self-defense decision and the revised defense guidelines will
allow Japan to participate more actively in areas such as ballistic missile defense, counterproliferation, counter-piracy, peacekeeping, and a wide range of military exercises.
The United States and Japan will also be able to work more closely together on maritime security,
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, and other areas. We can raise our alliance to a new level,
and we intend to do that.”
http://www.defense.gov/Transcripts/Transcript.aspx?TranscriptID=5466

07.13

The Upper house passed a bill to revise the national referendum law that stipulates formal
procedures for constitutional amendments. The chamber’s Commission on the Constitution
simultaneously passed a resolution asserting that the government should not be allowed to change its
official interpretation of the Constitution at will. The resolution asserts that if the government
changes its interpretation of the constitution in a self-serving manner, then the people’s confidence
in the Constitution could be undermined.
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/views/vox/AJ201406160013 (Accessed July 27th, 2014)

07.15

Polls conducted by Jiji News (時事通信) between the 11th and 14th of July indicate that the
approval rating of PM Abe and his cabinet has fallen to 44.6%, with the disapproval rating rising to
34.6%. This marks the lowest approval rating since the Abe administration came to power in 2012.
http://www.jiji.com/jc/zc?k=201407/2014071800633
(accessed July 28th, 2014)

07.19

Over 100 people participated in a parade in Hiroshima to demonstrate against changes in the
interpretation of Article IX. Participants chanted “[change] all of the weapons into flowers”

「すべての武器を花

」.

http://mainichi.jp/area/hiroshima/news/m20140726ddlk34040541000c.html
(accessed July 28th, 2014)
07.19

Defense Minister Itsonori Onodera has announced plans to make provisions for military use of Saga
airport in Kyushu. The plans indicate that the minister hopes to base MV-22 Osprey aircraft at the
facility. These aircraft could be used to protect islands in the East China Sea (including the Senkaku
islands).
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/behind_news/politics/AJ201407190029
(accessed July 28th, 2014)

07.21

According to its 2014 Defense Budget, Japan is planning to invest heavily in military drone
technology.
http://www.defenseone.com/technology/2014/07/how-japan-fell-love-americas-drones/89195/
An English translation of Japan’s Proposed Defense Budget for 2014 is available here:
http://www.mod.go.jp/e/d_budget/pdf/260130.pdf
(accessed July 27th, 2014)

07.23

A Chinese military think tank, the China Strategic Culture Promotion Association, accused Japan of
preparing for war.
http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/kyodo-news-international/140723/china-think-tankaccuses-japan-preparing-war
(accessed July 28, 2014)

07.24

Two women who were treated as sex slaves (“comfort women”) by the Japanese army during WWII
visited the comfort woman statue in Glendale to commemorate the upcoming third anniversary of
the city’s “Comfort Women Day” on July 30th.
http://www.glendalenewspress.com/news/tn-gnp-former-comfort-women-visit-statue20140724,0,1054399.story

07.24

Japan has released documents detailing the history of the Sankaku/Diaoyu dispute. Japan sought
Taiwan’s silence over the Senkaku Islands in 1971 in exchange for support for Taiwan’s attempt to
maintain its seat at the UN. The dispute over the islands only began after a 1968 survey conducted
by a UN agency indicated the possibility of petroleum in the vicinity.
http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/kyodo-news-international/140723/japan-sought-taiwansilence-senkakus-return-un-seat-su (accessed July 28, 2014)

07.25

The International Crisis Group, a Brussels-based NGO that works to prevent armed conflicts, has
released a report entitled “Old Scores and New Grudges: Evolving Sino-Japanese Tensions,”
arguing that “The deterioration in relations between China and Japan has spiraled beyond an island
sovereignty dispute and risks an armed conflict neither wants.”
Report available here: http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/publication-type/media-releases/2014/asia/oldscores-and-new-grudges-evolving-sino-japanese-tensions.aspx
http://sinosphere.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/07/25/a-troubled-outlook-for-china-japanties/?_php=true&_type=blogs&_r=0 (accessed July 28, 2014)

07.25

South Korean PM Geun-hye Park told visiting Tokyo Governor Yoichi Masuzoe that she wants the
Japanese government to resolve the comfort women issue. This encounter comes after PM Abe
authorized a panel to investigate the 1993 Kono statement. Under international pressure, PM Abe
backed down without issuing a revision to the statement, but the review process itself has strained
relations between Japan and its neighbors.
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/07/25/national/politics-diplomacy/park-meets-withmasuzoe-urges-japan-to-solve-comfort-womenissue/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+japantimes+(The+J
apan+Times%3A+All+Stories)#.U9YC51Z4t94

07.26

Ambassador Manuel Lopez, the Philippines envoy to Japan, expressed his country’s support for PM
Abe’s shift in the interpretation of Article IX. Lopez says that the Philippines regards a greater
military role for Japan as a potential balancing force for the East Asia region.
https://ph.news.yahoo.com/blogs/the-inbox/ph-envoy-japan-policy-shift-strengthens-japan-role141756408.html (accessed July 28, 2014)

07.27

According to an unnamed Japanese government source, Japan is considering creating a new law
which would allow the Self-Defense Forces to provide weapons and ammunition to the US military
as a means of “logistical support.” The source claimed that it is hoped that this legislation can be
passed in time for the change to be reflected in the guidelines for US-Japan security cooperation to
be passed by the end of the year. A senior lawmaker with the New Komeito party said that nothing
regarding the sale of arms has yet been discussed across party lines.
http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/kyodo-news-international/140726/japan-mulls-lawsupply-arms-us-troops-logistics-suppor
(Accessed July 28th, 2014)

07.27

A conference calling for the investigation of the process leading to the cabinet decision to revise the
interpretation of Article IX was held in Aichi Prefecture. Speakers at this conference included
University Professors, Lawyers, and a former member of the Diet. A video of the event is available
below.
http://iwj.co.jp/wj/open/archives/158000 (Accessed July 28, 2014)

07.27

Yohei Kono, author of the 1993 Kono statement and retired LDP politician, has voiced his
opposition to PM Abe’s reinterpretation of Article IX. Kono also criticized PM Abe’s decision to
review the 1993 Kono statement of apology on comfort women.
Kono on Article IX: “The armaments industry cannot in any way be allowed to have an influence on
Japanese politics,” he said. “We cannot become that kind of country.”
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/07/27/national/atonement-for-world-war-ii-actionsinsufficient-ldp-veteran-kono-says/#.U9X35VZ4t94 (Accessed July 28th)

07.27

Natsuki Uchiyama, a member of the pop group AKB48 and a freshman at Keio University, has coauthored a book titled Constitutionalism (『憲法主義』) with Shigeru Minamino, an associate
professor of law at Kyushu University. The book is intended to raise awareness about the
significance of the Constitution.
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/views/vox/AJ201407280028
(Accessed July 28th)

July 30th

A community center in Saitama sparked criticism by refusing to publish a haiku critical of the rush
to alter article 9. The poem in question reads, “Tsuyu no sora/’Kyujo mamore’ no/Josei demo.”
The Japan Times printed the following translation:
The poem can be translated:
“Under a rainy-season sky ‘Protect Article 9′ Female demonstrators cry out.”
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/07/30/national/haiku-pacifist-message-sparks-war-wordssaitama/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=haiku-pacifist-message-sparks-warwords-saitama#.VAJLjUuDt94

(Accessed August 27, 2014).

07.30

A UN human rights agency led by Sir Nigel Rodley (UK) called on Japan to guarantee that
investigations of wartime sex slavery are independent and to provide a public apology and
compensation to the women who were victims. The committee statement argues that Japan is
responsible to “ensure that all allegations of sexual slavery or other human rights violations
perpetrated by Japanese military during wartime against the ‘comfort women’, are effectively,
independently and impartially investigated and that perpetrators are prosecuted and, if found guilty,
punished”. The statement asserts that Japan has a “direct legal responsibility” with regards to the
comfort women. The statement additionally notes that “The Committee is also concerned about revictimization of the former comfort women by attacks on their reputations, including some by public
officials and some that are encouraged by the state party’s equivocal position.” The Japanese
Foreign Ministry has rejected the call.
http://www.gulf-times.com/japan/248/details/402245/un-panel-presses-japan-for-apology-andcompensation-for-wwii-sex-slavery
(Accessed August 27, 2014)

07.30

China conducted off-shore military drills this week that have been seen as “a show intended for
Japan.”
Japanese Defense Minister Itsunori Onodera told reporters, "For any country, conducting drills in
nearby seas is what they routinely do […] We ourselves carry out exercises in a solid manner. We
take this as China's routine exercise […] It is our understanding that this is not the kind of exercise
aimed at a particular country or a particular situation."
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/military-07302014135157.html
http://www.ecfr.eu/content/entry/commentary_asias_security_dilemma292
(Accessed August 27, 2014)

07.31

The Japanese Self Defense Forces took part in joint military exercises with the US during RIMPAC
2014 this month. The SDF rehearsed amphibious landing scenarios. The Diplomat writes that “The
SDF’s interest in island warfare clearly stems from the possibility of conflict with China over
disputed islets in the East China Sea.”
http://thediplomat.com/2014/07/japan-us-conduct-amphibious-landingexercises/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+thediplomat+(The+Diplomat+RSS)
(Accessed August 27, 2014)

08.01

Japan’s Maritime Policy Department announced names for 158 previously nameless remote islands
administered by Japan. Five of the islands issued names form the Senkaku/Diaoyu islands chain
which is also claimed by Taiwan and China. The new names will appear on maps and in
publications, but they do not indicate changes from boundaries as drawn on previous Japanese maps.
The Chinese government issued a protest at the announcement.
http://www.ibtimes.com/japan-name-5-disputed-islands-east-china-sea-former-japan-primeminister-secretly-visits-1645774
http://www.nishinippon.co.jp/nnp/world/article/105250
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/politics/20140801-OYT1T50173.html?from=hochi
http://www3.nhk.or.jp/news/html/20140801/k10013458821000.html
http://thediplomat.com/2014/08/japan-names-senkakudiaoyu-islands/
(Accessed August 27, 2014)

08.01

A campaign by Nippon Kaigi (Japan Conference), a conservative group with ties to PM Abe, has led
to 19 prefectural assemblies passing position papers asking the national Diet to rewrite the
Constitution. Nippon Kaigi reports that it has about 35,000 members, 47 prefectural chapters, and
230 local chapters. On the other hand, in response to a campaign by 9-jō no Kai, some 200
municipalities have passed statements expressing opposition to PM Abe’s efforts to push through
constitutional change.
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/behind_news/politics/AJ201408010060
(Accessed August 27, 2014)

08.02

Ex-PM Fukuda met with Chinese PM Xi Jinping during a secret visit to China from July 27th to July
29th. Commentators maintain that the likely purpose of the meeting was to discuss the possibility of
talks between PM Xi and PM Abe.
http://the-japan-news.com/news/article/0001470368
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/behind_news/politics/AJ201408030018
(Accessed August 27, 2014)

08.03

According to a survey conducted by Kyodo News Agency, 84% of the public says the government’s
explanation for collective self defense is unclear/inadequate.
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/08/03/national/84-public-says-explanation-collectivedefense-decision-unclear-poll/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=84-public-saysexplanation-collective-defense-decision-unclear-poll
(Accessed August 28, 2014)

08.03

157 constitutional law scholars held a press conference to call for the repeal of the cabinet decision
whereby the LDP and New Komeito altered the interpretation of Article 9 to allow for Collective
Self Defense.
http://mainichi.jp/select/news/20140805k0000m040054000c.html
(Accessed August 27, 2014)
In Union City, New Jersey, a Butterfly sculpture with a plaque declaring a dedication to the Korean
Comfort Women has been unveiled.
http://www.nj.com/jjournal-news/index.ssf/2014/08/comfort_women_from_korea_speak.html
(Accessed August 27, 2014)

08.05

Asahi Newspaper formally retracted 16 articles it had published about the comfort women issue
between 1982 and 1997 based on the testimony of Seiji Yoshida. Yoshida made sensational claims
that he organized the comfort women system for the Japanese military on Jeju island. The retraction
comes amidst increasing pressure from PM Abe and right-leaning media.
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2014/09/japanese-right-targets-liberal-media-shinzo-abe2014924105723376178.html
(Accessed October 16, 2014)

08.06

A US Judge ruled that the Glendale, California comfort woman statue does not violate any law.
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/08/06/world/social-issues-world/u-s-judge-rules-comfortwomen-monument-violateconstitution/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+japantimes+
(The+Japan+Times%3A+All+Stories)
(Accessed August 27, 2014)

08.06

The Asahi Newspaper has attracted attention for retracting articles that cited testimony by author
Seiji Yoshida that he kidnapped some 200 women on Jeju Island and forced them to become
comfort women. Asahi first published his story in 1982, and he was cited in at least 16 articles in the
1990s. The Asahi newspaper now claims that it cannot verify the details of Mr. Yoshida’s accounts.
Mr. Yoshida died in 2000.

08.06

Hiroshima marked the 69th anniversary of the dropping of the atomic bomb. Mayor Matsui Kazumi
referred to the importance of acknowledging the role the Japanese Constitution has played in
keeping Japan out of wars since the end of WWII. Some 45,000 people participated in the events.
http://mainichi.jp/select/news/20140806k0000e040185000c.html
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/opinion/2014/08/07/editorials/the-right-path-to-pursuepeace/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed:%20japantimes%20(The
%20Japan%20Times:%20All%20Stories)#.VAMzPkuDt94
(Accessed August 28, 2014)

08.07

Chinese ships again sailed into disputed waters, prompting a warning from the Japanese coast guard.
http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/afp/140806/china-ships-disputed-waters-after-japanwarning-0
(Accessed August 27, 2014)

08.07

According to a Kyodo News Agency poll, 60.4% of those surveyed opposed the cabinet decision
that opened the door to the recognition of the right to collective self defense.
http://www.nishinippon.co.jp/nnp/syasetu/article/106266
(Accessed August 27, 2014)

08.09

In the Peace Park in Nagasaki, a representative of those injured in the atomic bombings (hibakusha
被爆者) Ms. Jodai Mineko (75) gave a speech calling for peace and directly criticizing PM Abe’s
move to alter the constitution to allow for collective self defense.
The phrase most frequently cited refers to the recklessness of trampling on the constitution. (“憲

法を踏みにじる暴挙”)
http://www.chunichi.co.jp/article/front/list/CK2014081002000094.html
http://www.tokyo-np.co.jp/article/national/news/CK2014080902000250.html
(Accessed August 31, 2014)
08.11

According to a joint poll conducted by Fuji News Network and Sankei Newspaper, PM Abe and his
cabinet have an approval rating of 51.8%. This marks a 6-point improvement since July.
In the wake of Asahi Shinbun’s retraction of articles related to the comfort women problem, 70.7%
of respondents said they thought Asahi had not sufficiently verified the facts before publishing the
articles in question.
54.5% of respondents said they hoped for high level talks between Japanese and Chinese leaders,
and 52.5% said they hoped for high level talks between Japanese and Korean leaders.
http://sankei.jp.msn.com/politics/news/140811/stt14081111440001-n1.htm
(Accessed August 31, 2014)

08.12

Former Democratic Socialist PM Tomiichi Maruyama (in office from 1994-1996, now 90 years old)
severely criticized PM Abe’s constitutional politics in an interview with the China Daily.
http://www.ecns.cn/2014/08-13/129203.shtml
(Accessed August 31, 2014)

08.13

The Japanese government has begun drawing up defense guidelines to deal with “gray zone”
conflict scenarios that include armed foreign nationals disguised as fishermen landing on Japanese
islands.
As Chinese boats repeatedly enter territory administered and claimed by Japan around the Senkaku
islands, the government has also announced that it will enhance maritime education for wider
understanding of Japan’s territories and resources.
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/08/13/national/politics-diplomacy/japan-compiling-defenseguidelines-deal-gray-zone-incidents/#.VANREEuDt94
http://the-japan-news.com/news/article/0001493023
(Accessed August 31, 2014)

08.15

South Korea’s PM Park Geun-hye criticized Japan over the comfort women issue during her
Liberation Day speech. PM Abe did not visit Yasukuni shrine to mark the end of the war.
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/asia/korean_peninsula/AJ201408150057
(Accessed August 31, 2014)

08.16

A group of opposition lawmakers from the DPJ, the social democratic party, and other opposition
parties led by DPJ lawmaker Shoichi Kondo has announced plans to write a bill that will prohibit
collective self-defense and conscription.
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/08/16/national/politics-diplomacy/opposition-group-plansbill-to-prohibit-collective-defense/#.VANTiUuDt94
(Accessed August 31, 2014).

08.16

In Saga-city in Saga Prefecture, Kyushu, the Saga anti-war assembly of 1000 (戦争をさせ

い
佐賀県１０００人委員会) held a conference with 500 attendees. Yokota Koichi (横田耕
一 Professor Emeritus of Constitutional Law at Kyushu University) gave a speech denouncing PM
Abe`s changes to the interpretation of Article 9. Nobel Prize Winning Novelist Oe Kenzaburo is
among the founding members of this regional anti-war coalition, which was formed in March of
2014.
http://www.saga-s.co.jp/news/saga/10101/94584
(Accessed September 2, 2014)

08.18

Japan`s Foreign Ministry announced that the number of Japanese living in China has dropped by
10% since last year. According to Japanese Government figures, 135,078 currently reside in
mainland China.
http://www.themalaymailonline.com/features/article/islands-row-drives-number-of-japanese-livingin-china-into-reverse
(Accessed September 2, 2014)

08.19

On his last day in Seoul, Pope Francis met with a group of seven former Korean comfort women
prior to a mass attended by South Korean PM Park Geun-hye. One of the women gave Pope Francis
a butterfly pin lapel, a symbol of their struggle, which he wore during the mass. The topic of the
Pope`s sermon was reconciliation between North and South Korea.
http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/kyodo-news-international/140818/pope-francis-greetsformer-comfort-women-at-mass-seoul
http://thediplomat.com/2014/08/pope-francis-meets-korean-comfort-women/
(Accessed September 2, 2014)

08.20

The Abe cabinet has published a statement discouraging local governments from passing ordinances
to allow foreign residents the right to vote. This is a reiteration of the position stated in a brochure
the LDP issued in 2011. The move comes as an increasing number of local governments are making
use of local statutes to allow residents (Japanese nationals and foreign nationals) to vote on regional
issues. Korean Residents of Japan, many of whom were born in Japan, represent one significant
minority impacted by these events.
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/08/20/national/politics-diplomacy/debate-foreigner-votingrights-reignites-ahead-2020-olympics/#.VAUL4Et4vHM
(Accessed September 2, 2014)

08.20

According to Defense News, Japan may invest as much as 40 billion yen (387 million dollars) to
develop an indigenous stealth fighter starting in April 2015. Japan has also lifted its self-imposed
ban on weapons exports and will begin exporting to India next year.
http://thediplomat.com/2014/08/japan-looks-to-build-indigenous-fighters/
(Accessed September 2, 2014)

08.23

During Indian PM Modi`s visit to Japan in September, India and Japan are expected to sign a
historic defense pact. This will be Japan`s first such agreement since the end of the war with a
country other than its traditional allies the US, Britain, and Australia.
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/modi-tokyo-trip-india-japan-historic-defence-pact/1/378676.html
(Accessed September 2, 2014)

08.24

In Okinawa, approximately 3,500 protestors marched to Henoko Bay to protest the construction of a
U.S. Marine Corps Base there. Leaders gave speeches against PM Abe`s re-militarization of Japan
and perceived discrimination against Okinawans.
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/08/23/national/politics-diplomacy/thousands-marchhenoko-base-site/#.VAUSIUt4vHM
(Accessed September 2, 2014)

Four Chinese government ships entered the waters around the Senkaku islands, marking the 20th
such entry into Japanese administered territory this year.
http://english.kyodonews.jp/news/2014/08/308377.html
(Accessed September 2nd, 2014)
08.27

Japan`s Defense Ministry is seeking a 5.05 trillion yen budget for the coming year, a 3.5% rise over
last year. Earlier this week, Japan`s coast guard requested a doubling of its current budget to 50.4
billion yen. . According to official figures, in 2013 Japan spent $51 billion on defense (making it the
world`s 7th largest defense budget), China spent $112.2 billion (2nd largest), and the U.S. spent
$600.4 billion (1st place).
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-28978322
(Accessed September 2, 2014)

08.27

A government spokesperson announced that PM Abe had sent a message of support to a ceremony
held on Mount Koya for more than 1000 Japanese who died after convictions for war crimes. The
New York Times writes, ‘Mr. Abe wrote in the message that the convicted war criminals had
“sacrificed their souls to become the foundation of the fatherland.”’ Critics see this revelation as
likely to contribute to the ongoing deterioration of relations between Japan and its neighbors.
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/08/28/world/asia/japan-says-premier-supported-ceremony-honoringwar-criminals.html?emc=edit_tnt_20140827&nlid=36580135&tntemail0=y&_r=0
(Accessed August 28, 2014)

08.30

The UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination called on Japan to provide
apologies and reparations to surviving comfort women and their families. Deputy Head of the
Commission, Anastasia Crickley said, “we also believe it is very important that denial of these
events is not countenanced.” The panel also urged the Japanese government to address hate speech
by law in the wake of a rise in racist demonstrations targeting Korean residents.
https://au.news.yahoo.com/world/a/24854141/un-issues-fresh-call-to-japan-over-wwii-comfortwomen/
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/08/30/national/social-issues/u-n-panel-urges-japan-toregulate-hate-speech-by-law/#.VD8m-UuZbnc
(accessed October 1, 2014)

08.31

The National Interest published an editorial regarding Pope Francis’ meeting with seven elderly
former comfort women in South Korea on August 18th. This editorial points out that a Japanese
cabinet decision in 2013 acknowledged the 1947 Batavia War Crimes Trials’ verdict that a number
of Japanese officers were guilty of forcing women into prostitution in Indonesia. Thus, in 2013, the
Japanese cabinet accepted that these documents were part of the official Japanese government
records supporting the Kono statement. However, these documents do not appear to have been
considered in the recent “review” of how the Kono statement was drafted. The editorial argues that
the deliberate omission of documents from the Batavia War Crimes Trials should be understood as
part of a larger attempt to set aside any legal record or proceeding prosecuting Japanese war crimes.
http://nationalinterest.org/feature/the-popes-verdict-japans-comfort-women-11168
(Accessed October 1, 2014).

08.31

The Japanese coastguard reported that three Chinese vessels once again entered the waters around
the Senkaku island, marking the 23rd consecutive day of such an occurrence.
http://www.sankei.com/politics/news/140831/plt1408310004-n1.html
(Accessed October 1, 2014).

09.01

During his visit to Japan, PM Narendra Modi of India said that expansionism will never lead to
progress in the modern world. This remark was regarded as a swipe at China, and the state visit in
general has been seen as representing a strengthening of ties between Japan and India.
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/modi-makes-swipe-at-china-rolls-out-welcome-forjapanese/article1-1258634.aspx
(Accessed October 2, 2014).

09.02

The Washington-based think-tank Asia Policy Point recently published a 94-page report about the
2012-2014 Abe administration. One day before the scheduled cabinet shuffle, the writers published a
summary of their findings about the make-up of the Abe cabinet thus far. They argue that prior
Japanese cabinets have been comprised of members from competing factions (habatsu), the
overwhelming majority of PM Abe’s cabinet hail from one or more of 18 conservative
parliamentary leagues and issue groups. “The hub of these leagues with a membership that claims 63
percent of the extended 97-member Abe administration and nearly 90 percent of its 19 cabinet
ministers, is the Shinto Association of Spiritual Leadership Diet Members’ Caucus (Shinto seiji
renmei kokkai giin kondankai). The caucus is an extension of the Shinto Association of Spiritual
Leadership, an organization established in 1970 to preserve the political presence of Shinto in
Japan.”
http://thediplomat.com/2014/09/shinzo-abes-cabinet-reshuffle/
(Accessed October 2, 2014)

09.03

PM Abe reshuffled his cabinet, appointing Sadakazu Tanigaki as LDP secretary general and MP
Toshihiro Nikai as his deputy. The appointment of two men with close ties to China was seen as an
advance effort to lay the ground for a first meeting between PM Abe and his Chinese counterpart Xi
Jinping at the APEC summit in Beijing this autumn. Five of the new appointees are women.
Two thirds of the cabinet were reshuffled. Fifteen of the nineteen members are affiliated with the
Japan Conference (Nippon Kaigi), a rightist group founded in 1997 for the purpose of normalizing
the Japanese military. PM Abe himself is a special advisor to this group, and Deputy PM Taro Aso
and five of the six who remained in their posts are also members. Sanae Takichi is the group’s vice
president and the newly appointed minister of general affairs. Takichi has publicly called for the
invalidation of the Kono statement. Eriko Yamatani, newly appointed minister for the North Korea
abductee issue, recently visited the US to protest the installation of comfort women statues.
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/sep/03/japan-prime-minister-shinzo-abe-five-womencabinet
http://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/news/article/article.aspx?aid=2994565&cloc=joongangdaily%7
Chome%7Conline
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/13/opinion/tea-party-politics-in-japan.html
(Accessed October 2, 2014).

09.04

In the year ending in March 2014, Japan scrambled fighter jets 415 times (a high 36% up from the
previous year) to intercept Chinese aircraft. This comes after Beijing enlarged its air identification
zone in November of 2013 to cover a broad swathe of the East China Sea claimed by Japan.
http://thediplomat.com/2014/09/promise-and-potential-peril-japans-military-normalization/
(Accessed October 2, 2014).

09.04

Sri Lankan Lawyer Radhika Coomaraswamy, who published the UN report on the comfort women
issue in 1996, spoke to the Kyodo news agency for the first time since Asahi Newspaper retracted its
stories from the 1980s and 1990s on the comfort women issue. She said that the works of Seiji
Yoshida that have recently come into question were only one source of evidence. She reiterated that
there was no doubt that the Japanese military forced women into sexual slavery during the war. She
called the Japanese government’s stance on the comfort women issue ‘baffling.’
https://english.kyodonews.jp/news/2014/09/310325.html
(Accessed October 2, 2014).

09.05

Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide Suga responded to Coomaraswamy’s comments saying, "It's
regrettable that the Coomaraswamy report has not taken into account our basic stance, or how hard
we have been tackling the issue […] There is no confirmation of objective material that proves
(comfort women) were forcibly taken away," the top government spokesman added. "We will
continue to explain our stance to the international community, including the United Nations."
https://english.kyodonews.jp/news/2014/09/310563.html
(Accessed October 2, 2014).

09.06

The Asahi Newspaper published an apology for initially refusing to publish its monthly column by
journalist Akira Ikegami who had chosen to comment on the paper’s review of its 1980s and 1990s
reports on comfort women. Asahi has been under fire recently
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/09/06/national/media-national/asahi-shimbun-apologizesfor-balking-on-columnists-comfort-women-commentary/#.VD-ZCEuZbnc
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2014/09/japanese-right-targets-liberal-media-shinzo-abe2014924105723376178.html
(Accessed October 16, 2014)

09.07

According to the latest Asahi Newspaper public opinion survey, the Abe cabinet’s approval rate is at
47%, a 5% increase since August. An increase in support among female voters is particularly
notable. When PM Abe announced plans to change the interpretation of the Constitution, support
among women voters dropped below 40% in July. Currently it stands at 44% among women and
49% among men.
http://www.asahi.com/articles/ASG974SPQG97UZPS33S.html
(Accessed October 16, 2014)

09.08

An interview with Miyazaki Hayao published in the Studio Ghibli Magazine Neppu in July was
translated and published online. Miyazaki criticizes PM Abe and argues that Japan should take
responsibility for the comfort women issue and act accordingly.
http://japanfocus.org/-Miyazaki-Hayao/4176
Miyazaki Hayao, "Constitutional Amendment is Out of the Question," The Asia-Pacific Journal,
Vol. 12, Issue 36, No. 1, September 8, 2014.
(Accessed October 16, 2014)

09.08

Opponents to the comfort woman statue in Glendale California have filed an appeal against the
ruling in August which found that the statue could stay as it violates no laws.
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-0909-comfort-women-20140909-story.html
(Accessed October 16, 2014)

09.09

South Korea is pushing to resume long-suspended security talks with Japan in order to discuss North
Korea and regional security issues. The talks took place regularly from 1997 until they were put on
hold in 2009 due to tensions over historical and territorial disputes.
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20140909000048
(Accessed October 16, 2014)

09.09

Australian News Media have reported that the Australian government is on track to buy 10-12
Submarines from Japan for 20 billion Australian Dollars (17.38 billion USD).
http://news.usni.org/2014/09/09/report-australia-moving-ahead-20-billion-japanese-sub-buy
(Accessed October 16, 2014)

09.10

According to a survey conducted by the China Daily, 53.4% of those Chinese surveyed responded
that they envisioned a future conflict between China and Japan. (1,539 persons were surveyed in
Beijing, Shanghai, Chengdu, Shenyang and Xian). The Diaoyu/Senkaku Islands (64%) and
Historical Understanding (59.6%) were cited as the two prominent reasons for unfavorable
impressions of Japan and sources of conflict.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/world/431515/half-of-chinese-expect-japan-war
http://news.yahoo.com/more-half-chinese-see-war-japan-poll-062556579.html
(Accessed October 16, 2014)

09.11

This day marks the second anniversary of Japan’s purchase of the Senkaku Islands from a private
landowner. The anniversary was met with renewed criticism of the move by the Chinese Foreign
Ministry.
http://www.nikkei.com/article/DGXLASDE11003_R10C14A9PP8000/
http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/kyodo-news-international/140911/china-raps-japan-2ndanniversary-senkakus-purchase
(Accessed October 16, 2014)

09.15

Professor Jeff Kingston and Professor Asano Ken’ichi writing in Japan Focus criticized NHK’s
decision not to report the self-immolation next to Shinjuku station performed on June 29th. Both
argue that NHK is dominated by PM Abe’s influence and thereby failing to function as an effective
journalistic watchdog.
http://japanfocus.org/events/view/228
(Accessed October 16, 2014).

09.16

Japan rules out providing military assistance to the US in its fight against the Islamic State (ISIS).
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/09/16/national/japan-rules-out-military-support-as-u-s-ledcoalition-takes-fight-to-islamic-state-group/#.VD_QLUuZbnc
(Accessed October 16, 2014)

09.19

China’s ambassador to Iceland, Ma Jisheng, has been accused of spying for Japan and arrested. He
was allegedly turned while he served in the Tokyo embassy from 2004 to 2008.
http://thediplomat.com/2014/09/theres-been-a-quiet-decline-in-senkaku-confrontations/
(Accessed October 16, 2014)

09.20

A protest was held outside the Asahi Newspaper Headquarters demanding that the paper stop
publishing all together. Protestors claimed that Asahi was responsible for spreading the comfort
women narrative and thereby damaging Japan’s international reputation.
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2014/09/japanese-right-targets-liberal-media-shinzo-abe2014924105723376178.html
(Accessed October 16, 2014)

09.21

Former Taiwanese President Lee Teng-hui expressed his approval of PM Abe’s move to allow
Collective Self Defense during a visit to Japan. Lee was the first democratically elected leader of
Taiwan, in office from 1988 until 2000. He is an outspoken proponent of Taiwanese independence.
http://focustaiwan.tw/news/aipl/201409210030.aspx
http://www.jiji.com/jc/zc?k=201409/2014092100270
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2014/09/23/2003600382
(Accessed October 16, 2014)

09.22

The largest ever Japanese business delegation headed to China. The trip was organized by the JapanChina Economic Association. This trip comes as tensions over the Senkaku islands seem to be
decreasing in the period leading up to the APEC summit.
http://thediplomat.com/2014/09/largest-ever-japanese-business-delegation-heads-to-china/
(Accessed October 16, 2014)

09.22

Nikkei news announced that Japan is developing its first new fighter aircraft since WWII.
http://ibnlive.in.com/news/japan-developing-first-fighter-since-world-war-ii/500987-2.html
(Accessed October 16, 2014)

09.23

Natsuo Yamaguchi, the leader of the New Komeito Party, announced his support for the Abe
cabinet’s policy platform.
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/09/22/national/politics-diplomacy/new-komeito-chiefbacks-abe-push-for-bilateral-talks-with-china-south-korea/#.VEBqLUuZbnc
http://www.nishinippon.co.jp/nnp/syasetu/article/115823
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/opinion/2014/09/24/editorials/new-komeitos-raisondetre/#.VEBxtUuZbnc
(Accessed October 16, 2014).

09.24

China and Japan held talks in Qingdao about maritime policy and agreed to establish a mechanism
of communication in order to avoid unnecessary crises that may arise from incidents in the East
China Sea. Another high level talk is planned to take place later this year in Japan.
http://www.jiji.com/jc/zc?k=201409/2014092401031
http://www.hokkaido-np.co.jp/news/politics/564661.html
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/09/25/national/japan-china-hold-second-maritime-affairstalks-isles-row-agenda/#.VEB wVEuZbnc
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/opinion/Japan-China-hotline-indispensable-to-avert-acciden30245202.html
(October 16, 2014)

09.24

In a speech held at Columbia University in New York, PM Abe said that he hopes to meet his
Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping. “Just to meet, shake hands and hold talks will contribute further to
peace and stability in the region.”
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/behind_news/politics/AJ201409240036
(October 16, 2014)

09.25

The government has decided to postpone voting on major legislation dealing with the right to
Collective Self Defense until after nationwide local elections (slated for April of next year). The
security policy change has proven unpopular with the public, so the party has opted for a slower
pace of change. New Komeito and the LDP are scheduled to resume talks about legislative changes
in November.
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/09/26/national/politics-diplomacy/japan-may-wait-2015revise-defense-guidelines-u-s/#.VEB2g0uZbnd
(October 16, 2014)

09.30

US Deputy Defense Secretary Robert Work said that the US will respond militarily to any attempt to
take the Senkaku Islands. Former Pentagon Comptroller Dov Zakheim gave his vote of confidence
to a militarizing Japan, saying, ‘They can go nuclear […] in a matter of months.’
http://www.airforcetimes.com/article/20140930/NEWS08/309300061/Top-DoD-official-U-S-willrespond-Japan-China-dispute-escalates
(October 16, 2014)

09.30

Japan’s largest warship, a 250m Izumo-class helicopter carrier, is now in the process of sea trials.
This ship is the largest ship commissioned by the Japanese Maritime Self Defense Forces since the
end of WWII. It will be commissioned next year.
http://www.angmalaya.net/world/2014/10/01/4609-largest-japanese-warship-now-on-sea-trials
(October 16, 2014)

10.02

Asahi newspaper has announced a third-party committee to evaluate the paper’s comfort women
coverage.
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/behind_news/social_affairs/AJ201410020072
(October 16, 2014)

10.03

The Yomiuri Newspaper posted an editorial decrying threats made against former Asahi reporters
connected to the comfort women articles and their families. Yomiuri maintains that the Asahi reports
damaged Japan’s international reputation, but that the threats of physical violence and the posting of
names and addresses of reporters and their family members online are reprehensible criminal acts.
http://the-japan-news.com/news/article/0001615479
(October 16, 2014)

10.04

Japanese citizens supporting Article 9 (憲法９条保持する日本国民) are in the running for the
Nobel Peace Prize along with Malala Yousafzai and Edward Snowden.
http://www.asahi.com/articles/ASGB376G1GB3UHBI02C.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2014-10-02/pope-francis-favored-to-win-nobel-peace-prize-forpoverty-focus.html
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/10/07/national/japans-article-9-nominated-nobel-peaceprize/
https://english.kyodonews.jp/news/2014/10/316651.html
(October 16, 2014)

10.04

A Chinese Y9 Recon Plane was sighted above the Senkaku Islands for the first time.
http://www.asahi.com/articles/ASGB37W0NGB3UTIL08R.html (October 16, 2014)

10.05

The Japanese Coast Guard announced plans to boost its patrols in the waters near the Senkaku
Islands. Two 96 meter long Cutters are the latest editions to the Coast Guard fleet. These ships are
expected to be sent to patrol the waters near the Senkaku Islands by late October. There are plans to
construct 8 more vessels by the end of 2015.
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/behind_news/politics/AJ201410050037
(Accessed October 16th)

10.05

The Kokumin Anpo Hoseikon (国民安保法制懇), a group of constitutional scholars and former
bureaucrats, has released a report denouncing the Abe cabinet’s reinterpretation of the constitution.
Among the writers is a former director general of the cabinet legislation bureau, Ōmori Masasuke.
The report was discussed on today’s Vox Populi column in the Asahi Newspaper.
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/views/vox/AJ201410060068
http://kokumin-anpo.com (Accessed October 17, 2014)

10.06

PM Abe accused the Asahi Newspaper of tarnishing Japan’s honor during a session of the Lower
House Budget committee. He said he wants Asahi to put efforts into recovering Japan’s Honor.
A group of 444 lawyers, scholars, journalists, and concerned members of the public called on
Hokusei Gakuen University not to give in to demands that the university fire Takashi Uemura, a
former Asahi Newspaper Journalist who in the 1990s contributed to the comfort women reporting.
The university has even received bomb threats in connection with Uemura. Professor Jiro
Yamaguchi, leader of the Support Hokusei Gakuen University Group, has compared such pressure
to McCarthyism.
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/10/06/national/politics-diplomacy/abe-tells-asahi-shimbunto-help-in-recovering-japans-honor/#.VEDPo0uZbnc
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/10/06/national/group-defends-ex-asahi-academic-sayinguniversity-must-resist-anonymous-calls-to-fire-him/#.VEDQjkuZbnd
(Accessed October 17, 2014)

10.07

Members of the Japanese Maritime Self Defense Force are scheduled to make a goodwill visit to
Manila, Philippines, next week. Manila is attempting to build stronger relationships with Japan and
generally embraces PM Abe’s constitutional revision.
http://www.bworldonline.com/content.php?section=Nation&title=manila-to-strengthen-ties-withtokyo-as-japanese-navy-visits-the-philippines&id=95880
(Accessed October 16th)

10.07

Foreign Minister Fumio Kishida said that his ministry will consider removing the solicitation for
donations for the former comfort women from its website. Kishida said that he himself does not
believe Japan forced women to serve in wartime brothels.
http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/kyodo-news-international/141006/japan-considerremoving-appeal-donations-ex-comfort-wo
(Accessed October 17th)

10.08

South Korea Indicted a Japanese Journalist for defaming President Park. Tatsuya Kato, former chief
of the Seoul Bureau of the Sankei Newspaper, published an article on August 3rd suggesting that
Park was unavailable after the ferry disaster last April because she was spending time with a lover.
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/10/08/us-southkorea-japan-idUSKCN0HX1KN20141008
http://news.asiaone.com/news/asia/japanese-journalist-indicted-defaming-south-korean-president
(Accessed October 16th)

10.13

The LDP is under pressure to distance itself from the far right after several senior members were
linked to hate groups. Three members of PM Abe’s government, including Eriko Yamatani, the
chairwoman of the national public safety commission, are implicated. A photograph surfaced
featuring Yamatani with Shigeeo Masuki, a senior member of the anti-Korean Zaitokukai group.
Zaitokukai group members frequently call for Korean residents in Japan to be killed. However,
Yamatani refuses to denounce the group, and claims she does not recall being photographed with
Masuki.
Photographs of Sanae Takaichi, the internal affairs minister, and the LDP’s policy head, Tomomi
Inada, together with Kazunari Yamada, the leader of a fascist party, have also emerged. Takaichi
and Inada claim they were unaware of Yamada’s extremist views.
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/oct/13/japan-ruling-party-far-right-extremists-liberaldemocratic
(Accessed October 17th)

10.16

The Japanese Foreign Ministry removed a web page about donations for comfort women from its
web site.
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/10/15/national/politics-diplomacy/web-page-on-comfortwomen-donations-taken-down-by-foreign-ministry/
(Accessed October 17, 2014)

11.6

The Commission on the Constitution of the House of Representatives was held. The
attendees had a free-style discussion on the theme of “The Japanese constitution and basic
legislation related to the constitution: the issues which should be focused on in future
discussion”. The representative of each party provided their ideas. The full version of the
meeting notes are available on the website of the Commission on the Constitution of the
House of Representatives but brief summaries are below.
Funada Hajime (LDP) said the government should let the people become more acquainted
with the voting age change from 20 to 18 years old for the national referendum for
constitutional revision. In addition, he suggested that the government use an age limit of 18
years old for related laws, such as the Public Officers Election Law. He also explained the
LDP’s conventional disciplines on constitutional revision but emphasized the importance of
deliberative discussion between parties and called for other parties’ ideas on constitutional
revision. He then proposed a gradual approach to revise the constitution, starting with the
three less controversial articles, ‘environmental protection (Kankō-ken)’, ‘financial
discipline’ and ‘emergency situation’, ahead of Article 9 and other articles which need more
deliberative compromises.
Takemasa Kōichi (DPJ) expressed anxiety regarding the Abe administration’s
reinterpretation of Article 9 to exercise Japan’s collective defense right in July 2014. He also
said the government should resolve the conflicts between ‘freedom of speech’ and ‘human
rights’ concerning current radicalized ‘hate speech’ activities. Takemasa presented new
subjects from the former DPJ administration’s incomplete constitutional reform: elimination
of administrative sectionalism, decentralized government, administrative reform involving
integration of prefectures (Dōshūsei) and the people’s right to free access to information. He
mentioned there should be more careful discussion even about the three less controversial
articles. He insisted that the Diet should keep making efforts to mobilize the people in the
constitutional discussion like the upcoming public hearing event in Morioka. Takemasa
indicated that Article 96, which requires support of two third members of House of
Representatives and Councils to revise the constitution, has effectively prevented dogmatic
and rapid revision.
Itō Nobuhisa (JIP, the Japan Innovation Party) articulated a positive attitude toward
constitutional revision, including toward Articles 9 and 96. He recognized the necessity of
legislation to exercise Japan’s collective defense right but said that reinterpretations of
articles should be approved by a legal institution. Itō also proposed some issues that the JIP
has pushed, such as specification of the Emperor as the official head of state, direct election
of the Prime Minister, local autonomy, and introduction of Dōshūsei. About Article 96, he
said the requirement should be relaxed to encourage national debate on constitutional
revision.
Saitō Tetsuo (KM, the Kōmeitō) insisted that the three basic characteristics of the
constitution, ‘basic human rights’, ‘the sovereignty of the people’ and ‘permanent peace’,
have contributed to reconstitution and peace of postwar Japan, have been adapted by the
Japanese people over time and should not be re-done. In this context, ‘addition of articles’
instead of ‘revision of the constitution’ would be suitable and acceptable as an approach of
modifying the constitution. About security, Saitō said the conception of ‘human security’
should be emphasized more. Also according to Saitō, there are some internal disagreements
regarding the three less controversial articles inside the KM. He also agreed that relaxation of
the requirement determined in Article 96 should be considered but he does not think the

requirement is too strict.
Nishino Kōichi (PFG, the Party for Future Generations) argued that the Japanese people
should stand firmly against the ‘imposed constitution’ and write their own new constitution.
He also expressed strong apprehension of Japan’s security crisis, focusing on territorial
disputes over islands and waters with neighboring counties, and sought clear specification of
Japan’s self-defense right in the new constitution. Nishino said concentrating on supportive
votes which satisfy the condition of Article 96 as soon as possible is necessary.
Mitani Hidehiro (the Your Party) explained the Your Party’s basic principles on the
constitutional discussion, such as favoring the introduction of Dōshūsei with local leadership,
direct election of Prime Minister and increased local autonomy. Regarding new human rights
related to protection of environment and privacy, Mitani said that more thoughtful
consideration was needed based on his party’s fundamental focus on small government. He
also mentioned that the requirement of Article 96 is too strict and has discouraged national
discussion on constitutional revision.
Kasai Akira (JCP) confirmed the JCP’s stance which is opposed to any revision of the
constitution, not only Article 9 but also addition of new articles regarding ‘environmental
protection’, ‘financial discipline’ and ‘emergency situation’. He said the Japanese people do
not require debates to edit the constitution and that the Commission on the Constitution is
also not necessary. Kasai insisted that the Abe administration should halt modification of
original definition of Article 9 and creation of new security guidelines with the US.
Suzuki Katsumasa (PLP, the People’s Life Party) said the Commission on the Constitution is
essential because it provides equal opportunities to small parties to join the constitutional
debates. According to Suzuki, the PLP believes there are not only three but four basic
characteristics of the current constitution: the fourth is ‘international cooperation’ in addition
to ‘basic human rights’, ‘the sovereignty of the people’ and ‘permanent peace’. Suzuki
insisted that any constitutional revision to deny these four functions should not be allowed
and in this context, Article 96 is reasonable and should not be changed. The cabinet decision
to reinterpret an article of the constitution might violate ‘constitutionalism’.
(http://www.shugiin.go.jp/internet/itdb_kenpou.nsf/html/kenpou/187-11-06.htm accessed
6/3/2015)
11.7

The Washington Post released an interview with PM Abe. PM Abe talked about the
economy, Japan’s diplomatic relationship with China and the US, and the reinterpretation of
Article 9 in the Constitution that was decided in the cabinet in July. In the interview, PM Abe
said “Changing the interpretation means that now it is possible to exercise the right to
collective self-defense. As a result of this, I believe the Japan-U.S. alliance will be stronger. I
firmly believe that as a result of that, the peace and stability of the region, as well as that of
Japan, will be made even stronger.”
(www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/interview-with-japanese-prime-minister-shinzoabe/2014/11/07/47c26bc6-6686-11e4-bb14-4cfea1e742d5_story.html
accessed 4/20/2015)

11.10

PM Abe and Chinese President Xi Jinping held formal talks in Beijing to improve the JapanChina relationship for the first time since the two leaders assumed office. The summit was
held on the sideline of the APEC hosted by China in Beijing.
(http://www.mofa.go.jp/a_o/c_m1/cn/page4e_000151.html accessed 6/4/2015)

(http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/11/10/us-china-japan-idUSKCN0IU08420141110
accessed 4/20/2015)

11.11

Japanese man burned himself to protest that the government was shifting to collective selfdefense.
(http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-30015841 accessed 4/20/2015)

11.11

Foreign Minister Kishida Fumio said there is no territorial dispute over the Senkaku Islands
to re-confirm the Japanese government’s view on the islands.
(http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/11/11/national/politics-diplomacy/japan-maintainsterritorial-row-senkakus-kishida/#.VTe6C5PrWUlA accessed 4/22/2015)

11.14

Asahi Shimbun declared that president of Asahi Shimbun, Tadakazu Kimura, would resign,
taking responsibility for the Asahi Shimbun releasing a false report on the comfort women
issue, providing wrong information on “Yoshida testimony” related to the nuclear power
plant disaster in Fukushima in 2011 and postponing publication of an article about comfort
women written by Ikegami Akira, a journalist.
(http://ajw.asahi.com/article/behind_news/social_affairs/AJ201411140092 accessed
4/22/2015)

11.16

The leaders of the US, Australia and Japan had a summit and took an oath to oppose Russian
incursion into Crimea. President Obama, PM Abbott and PM Abe had the meeting on the
sidelines of the G20 summit hosted by Australia in Brisbane.
(http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/11/16/us-g20-summit-trilateralidUSKCN0J000L20141116 accessed 4/23/2015)

11.16

Former Naha Mayor Onaga Takeshi won the gubernatorial election in Okinawa. He was
known for his anti-US base political argument.
(http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/11/16/national/politics-diplomacy/okinawa-electsanti-u-s-base-governor-rebuke-abe/#.VTbGY5PrWUl accessed 4/21/2015)

11.17

The Commission on the Constitution of the House of Representatives held a public hearing
event in Morioka. Takemasa Kōichi (DPJ) played the role of sub-leader and reported the
details of the event at the commission meeting on the 19th. The detailed report is available on
the website of the Commission on the Constitution of House of Representatives but a brief
summary is below.
(http://www.shugiin.go.jp/internet/itdb_kenpou.nsf/html/kenpou/187-11-17.htm accessed
6/3/2015)
In addition to the representative commission members of eight parties, scholars, a legal
representative, a member of the prefectural assembly and a union leader joined the
discussion. According to Takemasa, they gave various ideas on constitutional revision,
including importance of political education, protection of basic principles of the current
constitution, complete revision rather than step-by-step modifications of individual articles,
and the necessity of improvement for conditions which have violated human rights.
(http://www.shugiin.go.jp/internet/itdb_kenpou.nsf/html/kenpou/187-11-19.htm accessed
6/3/2015)

11.18

PM Abe called a snap election and stated that the planned sales tax increase to 10% should
be delayed. He originally planned to enforce the tax increase in October 2015.
(http://www.wsj.com/articles/japan-prime-minister-shinzo-abe-announces-election1416307086 accessed 4/20/2015)

11.20

Professor Jeff Kingston published his new article in Japan Focus, Extremists Flourish in
Abe's Japan. In the article, Prof. Kingston expresses anxiety that rightwing extremists,
provoked by the Abe administration, are threatening academic freedom in addition to civil
liberties.
(http://japanfocus.org/events/view/233 accessed 5/4/2015)

11.21

The House of Representatives was dissolved. A general election was planned for December
14.
(http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/11/22/national/politics-diplomacy/1000-candidatesvie-lower-house-seats/#.VTkXK5PrWUl accessed 4/23/2015)

11.25

According to the Japanese Coast Guard, Chinese ships broke into Japanese waters for the
first time since the Sino-Japanese summit to relax tensions took place on November 10,
2015.
(http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/11/25/national/chinese-ships-pay-first-visit-tosenkaku-islands-since-abe-xi-summit/#.VTkANZPrWUl accessed 4/22/ 2015)

11.25

The McGraw-Hill publishing company rejected the Japanese government’s request to change
the description that ‘comfort women’ were moved forcibly by Japanese military during
World War II in the textbook they publish. On the 18th, Japanese Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Kishida Fumio, had declared that the description was wrong and the Japanese
government asked the publisher to revise it in his press conference.
(http://news.livedoor.com/article/detail/9507229/ accessed 5/27/2015)
(http://www.wsj.com/articles/u-s-publisher-rejects-japan-over-textbook-on-comfort-women1421299438 accessed 5/29/2015)

11.28

Your Party leader Asao Keiichirō had a press conference and stated that The Your Party
(Minna no Tō) dissolved. Watanabe Yoshimi founded Your Party in 2009, leaving the LDP.
However, the party had struggled with internal conflicts in the last few years. At the end of
2013, Eda Kenji and other lawmakers left the party to protest that the party followed the Abe
administration’s Special Secrecy Law, and established a new party called the Unity Party
(Yui no Tō). Watanabe resigned as president, due to suspicion about his income and
expenditure reports of political funds in April, 2014. Asao took over as leader of the party
after Watanabe’s resignation. The Unity Party joined the Japan Resonation Party (Nihon
Ishin no Kai) and they founded the Japan Innovation Party (Ishin no Tō) in September 2014.
(http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/11/28/national/politics-diplomacy/smaller-partiesare-losing-influence/#.VTkYQ5PrWUk accessed 4/23/2015)

11.28

Yomiuri Shimbun apologized for using “misleading expressions”, including “sex slaves”, to
describe World War II comfort women on its English website, The Japan News.
(http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/yomiuri-japans-biggest-newspaper-apologizes-forusing-term-sex-slaves/2014/11/28/a37fd07d-b983-4990-b2a6-318f6b67d047_story.html
acessed 4/22/2015)

11.29

Eight opposition party leaders questioned PM Abe during an online debate over
“Abenomics”, the reinterpretation of the constitution and other political issues in July, 2014.
(http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/11/30/national/politics-diplomacy/opposition-partyleaders-assail-abe-over-economic-policies-collective-self-defense-in-onlinedebate/#.VTlGfJPrWUk accessed 4/23/2015)

12.7

Asahi Shimbun published an article focusing on a women’s meeting called “We have had
enough of politics conducted by ‘ossan’ (old men)!” which was held on December 7th in
Tokyo. In the meeting, participants discussed gender-related issues, especially the low ratio
of female politicians in the parliament. According the article, the percentage of female Lower
House members was 8.1 percent as of November 21 in 2015, which is extremely low
compared with other counties. In the ongoing campaign for the general election planned on
December 14th, there are 198 female candidates, which is only 16.6 percent of the total 1,191
candidates. In this context, the article introduced some female groups for promotion of
women’s political activities such as Project of Japan Women's & Human Rights Network and
the All Japan Obachan Party (AJOP).
(http://ajw.asahi.com.ezpprod1.hul.harvard.edu/article/behind_news/politics/AJ201412080062 accessed on 5/19/2015)

12.11

The Wall Street Journal published an essay about PM Abe and his family, especially his
grandfather, former PM Kishi Nobusuke. The essay points out that PM Abe is trying to
rebuild the Japanese military, following his grandfather’s will, in his third administration
after the snap election on the 14th.
(http://www.wsj.com/articles/for-japans-shinzo-abe-unfinished-family-business-1418354470
accessed 4/28/2015)

12.14

The LDP and Komeitō coalition has won two-thirds majority in the Lower House general
election.
(http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-30444230 accessed 4/23/2015)
The 47th general election
PM Abe’s leading party, the LDP, developed the election campaign, defining the snap
election as the verdict of the people on the Abe administration's economic policy,
“Abenomics”.
(http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/election/shugiin/2014/news2/20141212-OYT1T50147.html
accessed 5/4/2015)
(http://www.cnn.com/2014/12/12/world/asia/japan-election/index.html accessed 5/4/2015)
The JCP won twice as many seats as before the election, 21, and the chairman Shii Kazuo
said unaffiliated voters and people who criticize the Abe administration supported the JCP in
this election.
(http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/election/shugiin/2014/news/20141215-OYT1T50049.html
accessed 5/4/2015)
According to the poll by the Yomiuri Shimbun, 65% people chose the LDP because they
thought the LDP is better than other parties and that there were no alternatives.
(http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/election/shugiin/20141216-OYT1T50123.html accessed 5/5/2015)
The election brought tough results for the DPJ and third parties such as the Party for Future
Generations, the People’s Life Party and Japan Innovation Party. The DPJ leader, Kaieda

Banri failed in the election and resigned his post.
(http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/election/shugiin/2014/news/20141215-OYT1T50011.html
accessed 5/5/2015)
(http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/election/shugiin/2014/news/20141215-OYT1T50031.html
accessed 5/5/2015)
The former DPJ leader, Kan Naoto, lost in his election district but won a seat in a
proportionally represented constituency. He held an anti-nuclear power position and
expressed worries that the LDP’s overwhelming victory would allow the revision of Article 9
in his campaign.
(http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/election/shugiin/2014/news/20141215-OYT1T50035.html
accessed 5/5/2015)
Australian PM Abbott called PM Abe to express his congratulations on the government
party’s victorious result of the general election on the 16th.
(http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/election/shugiin/20141216-OYT1T50083.html accessed 5/8/2015)
On the 15th, the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications released the voting rate of
the general election. It was the lowest recorded post-war voting rate, at 52.66% in the small
district constituency.
(http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/election/shugiin/2014/news/20141215-OYT1T50099.html
accessed 5/8/2015)
According to the Mainichi Shimbun’s questionnaire survey, 83% of the elected members are
in favor of constitutional revision. The number is over the two-thirds of the House of
Representatives required to submit a proposal to revise the constitution. However, only 57%
of members are for the revision of Article 9.
(http://senkyo.mainichi.jp/news/20141216ddm001010181000c.html accessed 5/8/2015)
12.15

Katō Tatsuya, the Seoul bureau chief of the Sankei Shimbun, had his second hearing at the
Seoul Central District Court. He was charged with defaming South Korean president Park
Geun-hye in October 2014.
(http://blogs.wsj.com/korearealtime/2014/12/15/is-south-koreas-criminal-defamation-lawhurting-democracy/ accessed 4/23/2015)

12.18

A Korean group (including dignitaries) started supporting a Japanese signature-collecting
campaign that argues that Article 9 of the Japanese constitution is worthy of the Nobel Peace
Prize.
(http://www.nytimes.com/2014/12/19/world/asia/south-koreans-take-up-cause-of-japanesein-nobel-quest.html accessed 4/28/2015)

12.24

The third Abe cabinet started.
(http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/12/24/national/politics-diplomacy/shinzo-abebegins-new-term-prime-minister-launches-cabinet/#.VTlOzZPrWUl accessed 4/23/2015)
PM Abe expressed passion for constitutional revision after the inauguration of his third
cabinet.
(http://www.nytimes.com/2014/12/25/world/asia/japan-shinzo-abe-begins-new-term-withpush-to-revise-constitution.html accessed 4/28/2015)

12.26

Okinawa governor, Onaga Takeshi had a meeting with state minister Yamaguchi Shunichi,
who is in charge of promoting Okinawa at the Cabinet Office in Tokyo. According to the
newspaper, the Abe administration might cut the promotional budget for Okinawa to counter
Onaga’s policy to prevent the relocation of the US Marine Corps Air Station from Futenma
to Henoko.
(http://ajw.asahi.com/article/behind_news/politics/AJ201412270038 accessed 4/23/2015)

12.26

Asahi Shimbun president, Watanabe Masataka, apologized for poor reporting about the
comfort women issue in the Asahi Shimbun, responding to a third-party report released on
the 22nd.
(http://ajw.asahi.com/article/behind_news/social_affairs/AJ201412260080 accessed
4/28/2015)
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