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Kanisha Bond | University of Maryland 
 

My research focuses on internal conflict, contentious politics and social 
movement organizational behavior. I am particularly interested in the 
ways in which people become mobilized into political action, how social 
movement organizations recruit and manage their membership, and how 
these internal processes influence inter-group collaboration. My work in 
these areas has been published in top academic outlets, including the 
American Political Science Review, the British Journal of Political Science, 
and the journal International Negotiation. I am currently working on two 
large research projects. The first is a book project that focuses on the 
development of collaborative relationships among violent political 
organizations in the Americas over the last half-century; the second 
examines systematic differences in the form, content and organization of 

women’s participation in violent social movements across world regions. I currently teach graduate and 
undergraduate courses on terrorism, civil war, social movements and research design. I also serve as a 
faculty mentor for the McNair Scholars Program and the START Center’s Expanding Access to Security 
Studies Education initiative. 
 
 
Karen Brounéus | Uppsala University, Sweden 
 

Karen Brounéus is Associate Professor (docent) in Peace and Conflict 
Research and Director of Studies at the Department of Peace and Conflict 
Research, Uppsala University, Sweden. Her research focuses on i.a. truth 
and reconciliation processes after intrastate armed conflict; the gendered 
dimensions of war and peace; psychological health in post conflict 
peacebuilding; psychological health in soldiers returning from 
peacekeeping operations; and the effect of dialogue in inter-ethnic 
conflict. She is the author of Truth and Reconciliation Processes: Learning 
from the Solomon Islands (Rowman & Littlefield, 2018). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Erica Chenoweth | Harvard Kennedy School 
 
Erica Chenoweth is Berthold Beitz Professor in Human Rights and 
International Affairs at Harvard Kennedy School and a Susan S. and 
Kenneth L. Wallach Professor at the Radcliffe Institute for Advanced 
Study. Her research focuses on political violence and its alternatives. 
Foreign Policy magazine ranked her among the Top 100 Global Thinkers 
of 2013. She also won the 2014 Karl Deutsch Award, given annually by the 
International Studies Association to the scholar under 40 who has made 
the most significant impact on the field of international politics or peace 
research. Her next book, Civil Resistance: What Everyone Needs to Know 
(Oxford, 2019), explores in an accessible and conversational style what 

civil resistance is, how it works, why it sometimes fails, how violence and repression affect it, and the 
long-term impacts of such resistance. Professor Chenoweth is currently a Research Associate at the 
Peace Research Institute Oslo and a Term Member at the Council on Foreign Relations. Before coming 
to HKS, she taught at the Josef Korbel School of International Studies at the University of Denver and in 
the Government Department at Wesleyan University. She holds a Ph.D. and an M.A. in political science 
from the University of Colorado and a B.A. in political science and German from the University of 
Dayton. 
 
 
Dara Kay Cohen | Harvard Kennedy School 
 

Dara Kay Cohen is an associate professor of public policy at the John F. 
Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University. Her research and 
teaching interests span the field of international relations, including 
international security, civil war and the dynamics of violence, and gender 
and conflict. Her research has appeared or is forthcoming in the American 
Political Science Review, World Politics, Journal of Conflict Resolution, 
Journal of Peace Research, International Security, and Stanford Law 
Review, and has been funded by the National Science Foundation, the 
United States Institute of Peace, Folke Bernadotte Academy and the Peace 
Research Institute Oslo, among others. Cohen received her Ph.D. in 
political science from Stanford University and an A.B. in political science 

and philosophy from Brown University. Cohen served as a paralegal in the Outstanding Scholars 
Program in the Counterterrorism Section of the U.S. Department of Justice from 2001-2003. Prior to 
joining the Kennedy School, she was an assistant professor at the Humphrey School of Public Affairs at 
the University of Minnesota. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Cassy Dorff | Vanderbilt University 

 
I am an Assistant Professor of Political Science and affiliated faculty at the 
Data Science Institute at Vanderbilt University. Previously, from 2016-2019 
I was an Assistant professor of Political Science at the University of New 
Mexico where I was affiliated with the Latin American Iberian Institute 
and organized the Innovations in Social Science Research instructional 
workshop and speaker series on research methodologies. I was a research 
fellow at the Sié Chéou-Kang Center for International Security and 
Diplomacy at the University of Denver from 2015 to 2016. In Denver, I 
worked on a project that assesses the role of non-violent actions in violent 
settings. You can read our blog and updates here. In the Spring of 2015 I 

completed my Ph.D. in Political Science at Duke University. During my time at Duke I worked with the 
Crisis Prediction Project (CRISP) under the direction of Michael D. Ward. My research centers around 
issues of political violence, collective action, methodology, and network science. For more details about 
my research please see my research page; or you can check out my CV here. Outside of academia, you 
can usually find me riding horses. I also enjoy creating visual media, creative writing, and hiking. I am a 
co-founder of an LGBTQ youth service organization in Durham, North Carolina. I currently reside in 
Nashville, TN. 
 
 
Kristine Eck | Uppsala University, Sweden 
 

Kristine Eck is an Associate Professor and Director of the Uppsala Conflict 
Data Program (UCDP). She has been a visiting researcher at Oxford 
University, University of Notre Dame, and Copenhagen University. She 
received her PhD from Uppsala University in 2010. Her research interests 
concern the organization and behavior of actors engaged in organized 
violence. Her current work covers rebel recruitment, human rights and 
policing, state coercion, and the generation process of conflict data. She is 
writing a book on the colonial roots of repression. Dr. Eck’s work has been 
funded by the Swedish Research Council, the Swedish Foundation for 
Humanities and Social Sciences, and the Norwegian Foreign Ministry. Her 

research has been published in International Studies Quarterly, Journal of Conflict Resolution, Journal 
of Peace Research, and Security Studies, among others. She has done fieldwork in Nepal and 
Burma/Thailand, as well as archival work in Malaysia, Singapore and the UK. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Theodore J. Gilman | Harvard Kennedy School 
 

Theodore J. Gilman (Ted) is the Executive Director of the Weatherhead 
Center for International Affairs (WCFIA) at Harvard University, a leading 
research institute focusing on comparative, international, global, and 
transnational topics. With 210 faculty associates across the university, the 
Weatherhead Center covers the entire world from a broad array of 
disciplinary perspectives. The WCFIA supports undergraduate and 
graduate student research, and it hosts visiting scholars and practitioners 
from around the world. Ted was a tenured member of the Political 
Science Department at Union College for ten years before coming to 
Harvard, where he taught courses on Japanese Politics, East Asian 

International Relations, and Urban Politics. He was the Executive Director of the Reischauer Institute 
for Japanese Studies at Harvard prior to assuming his current post at the WCFIA. Ted has spent more 
than three years in Japan, teaching and doing research. He has published a book entitled No Miracles 
Here: Fighting Urban Decline in Japan and the US (SUNY Press), and he has lectured on this topic in 
Europe, Asia, and North America. Ted has led student groups on semesters abroad in both Japan and 
Vietnam. He has served as a consultant on curricular development issues at the K-12 and university 
levels. He is a graduate of Tufts University and has a PhD in Political Science from the University of 
Michigan. 
 
 
Anita Gohdes | Hertie School of Governance, Germany 
 

Anita Gohdes is Professor of International and Cyber Security at the 
Hertie School of Governance in Berlin. Her research focuses on 
contentious politics in the cyber realm, with a current emphasis on large-
scale quantitative analyses of state behavior. Previously, she was Assistant 
Professor of International Relations at the University of Zurich, and 
postdoctoral research fellow at Harvard Kennedy School's Belfer Center 
International Security Program. Since 2009, she has worked for the 
California-based non-profit organization Human Rights Data Analysis 
Group. Her research has appeared or is forthcoming in the American 
Journal of Political Science, Journal of Peace Research, Journal of Conflict 

Resolution, among others. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Morgan Kaplan | Harvard Kennedy School 
 
Morgan L. Kaplan is the Executive Editor of International Security and 
Series Editor of the Belfer Center Studies in International Security book 
series at the Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs at the 
Harvard Kennedy School. Kaplan's research examines the international 
politics of rebellion with a focus on how opposition groups use diplomacy 
to solicit third-party support. He uses field research and archival work to 
produce historically informed case studies on insurgent movements in 
the Middle East. Kaplan holds a B.A. in International Affairs from the 
George Washington University, and an M.A. and Ph.D. in Political 
Science from the University of Chicago. He was previously a Postdoctoral 

Fellow at the Buffett Institute for Global Studies at Northwestern University, a Postdoctoral Research 
Fellow in the International Security Program at the Belfer Center, and a Predoctoral Fellow at the 
Center for International Security and Cooperation at Stanford University. 
 
 
Peter Krause | Boston College 
 

Peter Krause is an Associate Professor of political science at Boston 
College and a Research Affiliate with the MIT Security Studies Program. 
He is the author of Rebel Power: Why National Movements Compete, 
Fight, and Win (Cornell University Press, 2017), co-editor with Kelly 
Greenhill of Coercion: The Power to Hurt in International Politics 
(Oxford University Press, 2018), and co-editor with Ora Szekely of Stories 
from the Field: An Unorthodox Guide to Fieldwork (New York: Columbia 
University Press, forthcoming). His research focuses on Middle East 
politics, political violence, and national movements, and his current book 
project analyzes which rebel groups take power 'the day after' regime 
change. 
 
 

 
Rebecca Littman | MIT 

 
I am a Postdoctoral Fellow in the Human Cooperation Lab at MIT and a 
Postdoctoral Innovation Lab Fellow at Beyond Conflict. My research 
focuses on the psychology of violence and reconciliation, as well as social 
norms and behavior change. I use a range of experimental and descriptive 
methods to tackle these topics in the US and in conflict-affected countries 
such as Nigeria. I received my PhD in Psychology and Social Policy at 
Princeton University. 
 
 
 



 

 

Cyanne E Loyle | Pennsylvania State University 
 

I am an Associate Professor in the Department of Political Science at 
Pennsylvania State University and a Global Fellow at the Peace Research 
Institute Oslo (PRIO). I received my Ph.D. from the University of 
Maryland and a MA in Holocaust and Genocide Studies from Stockton 
University. My research is motivated by a desire to better understand and 
contribute to the prevention of violent conflict and the violation of 
human rights. I do this through assessing the intersection of violent 
behavior, political institutions, and political participation. My current 
work focuses on transitional justice adopted both during and after armed 
conflict. I study the ways that justice processes can be used for good or for 
evil through political consolidation, political exclusion, social 
reconciliation, narrative construction, and for economic gain. I have 
looked at these issues in East Africa, primarily Rwanda and Uganda. To 
explore justice processes in post-conflict democracies, I have conducted 

field work in Northern Ireland, Turkey, and Nepal. I currently serve as the co-Director of the Northern 
Ireland Research Initiative (NIRI) funded by the National Science Foundation (SES# 1565409). For the 
2018-2020 AY, I am the interim director of the PELIO program at the Ostrom Workshop at Indiana 
University running working groups on "Ungoverned Spaces" and "Non-State Actor Governance". For 
the 2017-18 AY, I have a NSF workshop grant with Kathleen Cunningham to explore rebel group 
legitimacy and organizational structures. This project builds off work I completed last year as the 
Leonard and Sophie Davis Fellow for the Prevention of Genocide, Simon-Skjodt Center for the 
Prevention of Genocide at the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum.  
 
 
Jason Lyall | Dartmouth College 
 

My research focuses on violence and its effects in both conventional and 
guerrilla wars, with emphasis on Afghanistan and Russia’s Northern 
Caucasus (particularly Chechnya). My work draws on diverse methods, 
ranging from historical and cross-national comparisons to field, survey 
and “natural” experiments. I am currently working on three projects: the 
sources of military effectiveness in conventional wars since 1800; how 
development assistance and violence affect public attitudes and insurgent 
behavior in Afghanistan; and the effectiveness of airpower in “small wars.” 
I have conducted fieldwork in Afghanistan and Russia. My research has 
been published in the American Political Science Review, American 

Journal of Political Science, Foreign Affairs, International Organization, Journal of Conflict Resolution, 
Journal of Peace Research, Journal of Politics, and World Politics, among others. My book, Divided 
Armies: Inequality and Battlefield Performance in Modern War, is forthcoming at Princeton University 
Press. My Google Scholar page is here. My research has been funded by AidData/USAID, the Air Force 
Office of Scientific Research, the MacArthur Foundation, and the United States Institute of Peace. I 
have received the 2018 Nils Petter Gleditsch JPR Article of the Year Award; the 2013 Pi Sigma Alpha 
Award; 2009 Kellogg-Notre Dame Award; the 2007 APSA Helen Dwight Reid Prize for Best Dissertation 



 

 

in International Relations, Law, and Politics; and the 2007 Stanley Kelley Jr. Prize for Teaching 
Excellence in Princeton University’s Politics Department. I also blog occasionally at The Monkey Cage.  
 
 
Zoe Marks | Harvard Kennedy School 
 

Zoe Marks is a Lecturer in Public Policy at the Harvard Kennedy School. 
Her research and teaching interests focus on the intersections of conflict 
and political violence; race, gender and inequality; peacebuilding; and 
African politics. Her current book project examines the internal dynamics 
of rebellion in Sierra Leone to understand how and why rebel groups can 
sustain a viable threat to the state without widespread support. It draws 
on nearly a decade of fieldwork, several hundred interviews with former 
combatants and community members, and private archives from 
members of the Revolutionary United Front. Dr. Marks holds a DPhil in 
Politics and MSc in African Studies from the University of Oxford, and a 

BA in Government and African American Studies from Georgetown University. Prior to joining the 
Kennedy School, she was a Chancellor’s Fellow and Lecturer (tenured) at the University of Edinburgh, 
where she directed the master’s program in African Studies and was Director of the University's Global 
Development Academy. She has previously worked for UN and non-governmental organizations in 
Ethiopia, France, Sierra Leone, South Africa, the UK, and the US. 
 
 
Emery Mudinga | Institute for Rural Development Studies – ISDR Bukavu - DR. Congo 
 

 Emery Mushagalusa Mudinga is a lecturer, researcher and consultant based at 
the Institute for Rural Development Studies – ISDR Bukavu - DR. Congo. He 
holds a PhD in Political and Social Sciences from the University of Louvain-la-
Neuve and a Master’s degree in Development studies. His research focus on land 
grabs dynamics and peasants resistance in Africa, armed groups dynamics, 
resource conflicts, peacebuilding and research ethics (with focus on knowledge 
decolonization and North-South research collaboration). He is one of the 
researchers working for the Conflict Research Programme (CRP) hosted at the 
London School of Economics and the Gent University. Emery Mudinga is also 
the scientific coordinator of the Land Rush project based at ISDR Bukavu and 
Catholic University of Louvain-la-Neuve. He recently co-founded Angaza 

Institute (a research center based at ISDR Bukavu).  Prior to ISDR-Bukavu, Emery worked as a Technique 
Advisor in Conflicts Transformation, Peacebuilding, Civil Society Organizations Capacity building and 
Advocacy at the Life and Peace Institute in DR. Congo. He also worked with Action for Peace and Concord as a 
Program Officer in Conflicts Transformation. He is a Mandela Washington Fellowship alumna.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
Dipali Mukhopadyay | Columbia University 
 

Dipali Mukhopadhyay is an Associate Professor (untenured) of 
International and Public Affairs at Columbia University, where she is also 
a faculty affiliate of the Saltzman Institute of War and Peace Studies. She 
is the author of Good Rebel Governance: Revolutionary Politics and 
Western Intervention in Syria (Cambridge University Press, forthcoming) 
with Kimberly Howe and Warlords, Strongman Governors and State 
Building in Afghanistan (Cambridge University Press, 2014). Her scholarly 
publications also include articles in Conflict, Security and 
Development, International Negotiation, Perspectives on Politics, as well as 
a series of book chapters in edited volumes. Her policy-oriented writing 
has been published by the Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace, Foreign Policy, Lawfare, the U.S. Institute of Peace, and The 
Washington Post. Mukhopadhyay’s research has been funded by the 

Carnegie Corporation, the Eisenhower Institute, the Smith Richardson Foundation, the U.S. Institute of 
Peace, Harvard Law School, the U.S. Agency for International Development, and the U.S. Department 
of Education. She is Vice President of the American Institute of Afghan Studies and a term member of 
the Council on Foreign Relations. At Columbia, Mukhopadhyay teaches Conceptual Foundations of 
International Politics, the introductory survey course for graduate students in the School of 
International and Public Affairs. She also teaches a number of advanced graduate seminars in the field 
of international security policy on political violence and state-building. Prior to joining Columbia’s 
faculty, Mukhopadhyay spent 2011 as a post-doctoral fellow at Princeton University. In 2016, she was a 
Visiting Scholar at New York University’s Center on International Cooperation. Professor 
Mukhopadhyay received her doctorate from The Fletcher School at Tufts University and her BA in 
political science magna cum laude from Yale University. 
  
David Mwambari | Ghent University, Belgium 
 

David Mwambari is an FWO postdoctoral research fellow at the 
Department of Conflict and Development Studies at Ghent University in 
Belgium and an adjunct faculty at The African Leadership Centre (ALC) in 
the Faculty of Social Science & Public Policy at King’s College London 
(UK). He is a core faculty at the Oxford Consortium on Human Rights. He 
was previously an assistant professor of international relations at the 
School of Humanities and Social Sciences, United States International 
University–Africa (Nairobi). He has also taught at Shawnee State 
University (Portsmouth, OH, USA) as a visiting assistant professor of 
international relations (2010–2011), has served as a teaching assistant at 

Syracuse University (2008–2010), and as a tutor at La Trobe University (2011–2012). He has given 
lectures, presented at numerous conferences and has presented and published scholarly works and 
award winning poetry in academic and non-academic forums globally. His publications have appeared 
in peer reviewed journals including African Conflict & Peacebuilding Review, Memory Studies, The 



 

 

Journal Leadership of Leadership and Developing Societies and chapters in edited books. He is currently 
completing two manuscripts under contracts (one being a co-edited volume). He has been a recipient 
of individual research grants and been part of research teams that received grants from International 
Development Research Centre (Canada), Carnegie Corporation of New York (USA), Cambridge-Africa 
ALBORADA (UK), FWO (Belgium), USIU-A (Kenya), CODESRIA (Senegal), and VLIR-UOS (Belgium). 
His work has won various awards including Nancy Millis Award for theses of exceptional merit at La 
Trobe University in Melbourne Australia. His current research focuses on Gender, Leadership and 
Peacebuilding, Memorialization in post-conflict and post-genocide African countries and politics of 
knowledge production. Mwambari’s academic journey has led him to a multidisciplinary approach for 
his studies and work. He earned a BA and MA in international relations, both from United States 
International University–Africa, (2004–2009) and an MA in Pan African Studies from Syracuse 
University Syracuse, NY, USA, (2008–2010), and a PhD in History at the College of Arts, Social Sciences 
and Commerce, Humanities and Social Sciences La Trobe University–Melbourne, Australia (2011–2015).   
 
 
Ragnhild Nordaas | University of Michigan 
 

Ragnhild Nordaas is an assistant professor in the Department of Political 
Science at the University of Michigan and a faculty associate at the Center 
for Political Studies, Institute for Social Research. She is also a Senior 
Researcher at the Peace Research Institute Oslo (PRIO), Norway. Her 
research focuses on violent conflict and repression, with a particular 
interest in patterns of causes and consequences of sexual violations and 
abuse as part of warring, in peacekeeping operations, and as tools of 
repression. Her work includes both global statistical studies and cases 
studies, and has appeared in i.a. American Journal of Political Science, 
Journal of Conflict Resolution, and Journal of Peace Research. 
 
 

 
Swati Parashar | University of Gothenburg, Sweden 
 

Swati Parashar is Associate Professor in Peace and Development at the 
School of Global Studies, University of Gothenburg, Sweden. She is a 
Research Associate with the Centre for International Studies and 
Diplomacy (CISD), SOAS, London and a Visiting Faculty at the Malaviya 
Centre for Peace Research, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi, India. She 
has previously been a Visiting Fellow at the Centre for the Study of 
Developing Societies (CSDS), Delhi. Her research engages with the 
intersections between feminism and postcolonialism, focused on conflict 

and development issues in South Asia. She is the author of Women and Militant Wars: The Politics of 
Injury (Routledge: London, 2014), co-editor (with Ann Tickner and Jacqui True) of Revisiting Gendered 
States: Feminist Imaginings of the State in International Relations (OUP: London, New York, 2018), and 
co-editor (with Jane Parpart) of Gender, Silence and Agency in Contested Terrains (Routledge: London, 
New York 2019. She serves on the advisory boards of International Feminist Journal of Politics, Critical 



 

 

Terrorism Studies and Millennium: Journal of International Studies. With Marysia Zawleski, Cristina 
Masters and Shine Choi she is the co-editor of the Book Series, Creative Interventions in Global Politics' 
with Rowman and Littlefield. She is currently working on three research projects funded by the 
Swedish Research Council, including one on Research Brokers. She has been an active member of the 
International Studies Association for over a decade, serving within its Governing Council as Chair of the 
Peace Studies Section, Member at Large of the Feminist Theory and Gender Studies Section and 
Member of the Academic Freedom Committee. 
 
 
Wendy Pearlman | Northwestern University 

Wendy Pearlman is the Koldyke Outstanding Teaching Associate Professor of 
Political Science at Northwestern University, where she specializes in the 
comparative politics of the Middle East. She is the author of four books, We 
Crossed A Bridge and It Trembled: Voices from Syria (HarperCollins, 2017), 
Violence, Nonviolence, and the Palestinian National Movement (Cambridge 
University Press, 2011) Occupied Voices: Stories of Everyday Life from the Second 
Intifada (Nation Books, 2003), and Triadic Coercion: Israel’s Targeting of States 
that Host Nonstate Actors (co-authored with Boaz Atzili, Columbia University 
Press,), as well as dozens of articles, essays, or book chapters. Wendy has 
conducted research in Spain, Germany, Lebanon, Jordan, Turkey, Israel, and the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

 

Will Reno | Northwestern University 
 

Professor Reno's research, teaching, service and community engagements 
focus on understanding the causes of political violence, comparisons of 
political violence in Africa with political violence elsewhere, the 
organization and behavior of insurgent groups, and the politics of 
authoritarian regimes. He collects data through field research, and 
consultation of primary documents, and critical readings of secondary 
sources. Reno's analytical method includes the comparison of case 
studies, chosen to maximize controls of particular variables in efforts to 
identify strong causal links.  Blending an observational approach from the 
traditions of area studies with qualitative analytical models in the field of 
Comparative Politics, he participates in a conversation with anthropology 
and sociology about how to conduct ethical and analytically rewarding 
research in politically unstable environments.  Reno also participates in 

broad analytical debates about the nature of corruption and coercion and their roles in the 
development of political institutions and the changing nature of contemporary insurgencies. 
  
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
Eric Rosenbach | Harvard Kennedy School 
 

Eric Rosenbach is Co-Director of the Belfer Center and a Harvard 
Kennedy School Public Policy Lecturer. He also heads the Center's 
Defending Digital Democracy project.  As the Chief of Staff to Secretary of 
Defense Ash Carter from 2015-2017, Eric Rosenbach was one of the senior-
most leaders of an organization with 2.8 million personnel, a $585 billion 
annual budget and ongoing military operations in multiple locations 
around the world. Rosenbach has authored many books and contributed 
articles on national security issues to the New York Times, Washington 

Post, and Boston Globe.  The LA Times called his book Find, Fix, Finish, co-authored with Aki Peritz, 
“an important volume in the secret history of a nasty war.”  He was a Fulbright Scholar and holds a Juris 
Doctor from Georgetown, Masters of Public Policy from the Harvard Kennedy School, and Bachelor of 
Arts from Davidson College. 
 
 
Gameela Samarasinghe | University of Colombo, Sri Lanka 
 

Gameela Samarasinghe, PhD, is a Clinical Psychologist by training and is 
an Associate Professor in Psychology in the Department of Sociology, 
University of Colombo, Sri Lanka. She initiated the design of and 
introduced the Postgraduate Diploma and Master’s in Counselling and 
Psychosocial Support at the Faculty of Graduate Studies, University of 
Colombo. These postgraduate programs try to provoke thinking on 
alternative visions of what support to individuals and communities might 
look like while at the same time providing training on conventional 

counselling skills. She is the Coordinator of both programs. She has been a member of various advisory 
groups developing strategies for post-conflict trauma in Sri Lanka and internationally. These include 
her role as Technical Advisor to the Asia Foundation’s Reducing the Effects and Incidents of Trauma 
(RESIST) Program and to the Victims of Trauma Treatment Program (VTTP), which are programs 
designed to support and treat torture survivors. She was a member of the international research team 
on “Trauma, Peace building and Development”, run from the University of Ulster. She has written 
extensively on mental health and psychosocial wellbeing in Sri Lanka. She has been awarded many 
fellowships and has been the recipient of research grants including the Fulbright-Hays Senior Research 
Scholar Award (2004 – 2005) at Boston University and the Fulbright Advanced Research Award (2013 – 
2014) at Columbia University’s Mailman School of Public Health. 
  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
Mimmi Söderberg-Kovacs | Folke Bernadotte Academy, Sweden 
 

Mimmi Söderberg Kovacs (PhD Uppsala University 2007) is Head of 
Research at the Folke Bernadotte Academy (FBA) in Sweden, a 
governmental agency working in the field of peace, security and 
development. She is also associate senior researcher with the Department 
of Peace and Conflict Research at Uppsala University. She has conducted 
research and published on non-state actors in civil wars, rebel-to-party 
transformations, conflict resolution processes, post-conflict 
democratization, and electoral violence and carried out field research for 
research purposes in several conflict-affected or post-war settings, 
including Sierra Leone, Liberia, Nigeria, Burundi, and the Philippines. Her 
work appears in journals such as Democratization, Review of 

International Studies and International Peacekeeping. Recently, she co-edited the volume Violence in 
African Elections: Between Big Man Politics and Democratization (London: Zed Books, 2018). 
 
 
Ora Szekely | Clark University 
 

Ora Szekely is Associate Professor of Political Science and co-director of 
the peace studies program at Clark University. Her research, based on 
fieldwork conducted across the Middle East, focuses on the foreign and 
domestic policy choices of nonstate armed groups in the region. She is the 
author of The Politics of Militant Group Survival in the Middle East 
(Palgrave, 2016), Insurgent Women: Female Fighters in Civil Wars 
(Georgetown University Press, 2019, with Jessica Trisko Darden and Alexis 
Henshaw) and co-editor (with Peter Krause) of the forthcoming volume 
Stories from the Field: An Unorthodox Guide to Fieldwork (Columbia 
University Press.) She holds a PhD from McGill University. 


