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T H E   U N I V E R S I T Y   O F   B R I T I S H   C O L U M B I A
Individual Verbal Consent Form
Thoughts and Decisions
Principal Investigator: Ara Norenzayan, Department of Psychology, University of British Columbia, Vancouver, B.C., V6T 1Z4, Canada. (604) 827-5134, ara@psych.ubc.ca.

Sponsor’s Name: Social Science Research Council (Canada) and the Hampton Grant (UBC).

Purpose: This research is part of a larger program to help understand peoples and cultures all across the world. Here in [Fiji/Tyva/Vancouver], we want to explore how people make decisions about real money and how various cultural backgrounds may affect this. Our research will involve all interested individuals across a wide variety of locations around the world (ages 19 and +).
If you are interested in further information, we would be happy to talk more about it, or I can provide you with additional documents that describe our work in more detail.
Study Procedures: Our research involves a variety of interviews, observations and game tasks. Interviews will involve questions about people’s supernatural belief (e.g. The Bible God, Jesus, and Kali Vu), as well as village history and kinship. Anyone who participates will be asked a number of questions about their beliefs and practices, and will take part in economic games in which participants will be paid for their participation. 

In some of these interviews, we will ask you to answer questions by pointing to a point on a line that tells us how bad or good you think something is. 

There will be some tasks that ask you to solve a problem by thinking about what another person might know. There will be a some tasks that involve sorting money.

Each interview or game-task will take between 2-3 hours. If you are too busy on any particular occasion, we can always return another time. 

Risks: It is possible that you may experience discomfort from being asked to divide money up between themselves and another person.  Or, some questions we ask may seem too private for some people. We promise to keep everything people say confidential from the other villagers, and people should not answer questions that don’t feel comfortable about.
Benefits: You will be paid an amount of money for participating in these tasks. 
Confidentiality: While we hope to inform many people about what life is like here in Fiji/Tyva/Vancouver, all information about specific individuals gained during the study will be kept confidential. This means two things. First, when we write about what life is like here, we will not make reference to specific individuals unless those individuals specifically tell us that we may use their names. Second, everything individuals tell us in an interview or through a game task will be kept private from other members of the community. All the data sheets are kept locked and taken with the researcher when they depart. The data is entered in computer files that are password protected. 
Contact for information about the study: If you have any questions or desire further information with respect to this study, you may contact Dr. Norenzyan’s students personally, or at the above address if he is not in Fiji. Or, locally, you may contact Mr. Joape Kuruyawa, a Fijian researcher at the University of the South Pacific in Suva (phone 920-0448). 
(contact info for each field site will vary)
Contact for concerns about the rights of research subjects: If you have any concerns about your treatment or rights as a research subject, you may contact the Research Subject Information Line in the UBC Office of Research Services at 604-822-8598 or if long distance e-mail to RSIL@ors.ubc.ca.

Verbal Consent: Your participation in this study is entirely voluntary and you may refuse to participate or withdraw from the study at any time. It’s no problem.
Please nod your head if you are willing to participate. If you change you mind at any time, just come and tell us.
Dr. Ara Norenzayan
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