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Religious Landscape Interview


The Religious Landscape Interview (RLI)

This interview should be done with roughly 20 randomly selected adults from your target community, the same community from which you sampled for the RAG. This protocol should be done AFTER the RAG, but need not be done with the same people who did the RAG. In fact, if you are worried about over stressing RAG participants, you can specifically avoid using them. The purpose of this interview is to generate the input, in terms of SNAs and rituals for the more detailed religiosity interview that will follow this one. That interview, called the Religiosity, Income and Wealth Interview (RIW), must be done with the RAG participants, but can be conducted at a later time.

Religious Landscape Interview

The primary purpose of this interview is to systematically assess the locally important salient gods and spirits, as well as rituals. These are freelists, which means the interview should pose the question, which may include some example (see below), and wait for the person to begin listing items (pauses are okay). Here’s a simple procedure.
1. Ask the question and wait until there person says something.

2. Hopefully, they will list some items. If they do, let them go until they run out and pause. 
3. Then ask, “is there anything else?” If they name more, write those down and wait for a pause at which point ask “is there anything else?”. Keep doing that until they affirmatively indicate that there’s nothing else, or until you have 5 items. 

4. Once you have a list, ask the person to rank the items from most important to least important. Ranks can be written next to the items. 
5. If the person is literate, the interviewer can show them the list. Otherwise, they should read the list from the bottom up. They should read the entire list, and ask the person which of those is the most important. Mark that down. Then read the list again omitting the top ranked item, etc.

Material to be translated (and backtranslated) and read to participants is in green.
Opening and Consent
Thank you very much for meeting with me/us. I would you to ask you some questions about your life preferences, practices and beliefs. If you don’t want to answer any of my questions, you can just ask to skip that question. You can also ask to finish the interview at any time. May I ask you some questions? 

Questions

1. Gods and Spirits

(a) Please list all of the gods or spirits that you can think of? Write down list (max 5), following the above procedure. 
(b) Could you rank these from the most important in your life to the least important? Which is the most important? 

Now the RA should go through each being on the list in question 1 and ask (the name of god or spirit should be inserted in the blank):

(c) Is ____________concerned about what people do or how they behave?

(d) Can______________see into people minds or know their thoughts and feelings? 
(e) Does ________________punish people who behave in ways that ___________does not like?

(f) Does _________________reward people who behave in ways that ___________ likes? 

RAs should record responses in the table presented on the next page. Use a “1” for “Yes” and a “0” for No. And, record any comments the person makes in addition to the yes or no response.
	#
	God or spirit label
	Rank

1.b
	Question 1.c 
(1= yes; 0 = no)
	Question 1.d 
(mindread)
	Question 1.e (punish)
	Question 1.f (reward)

	1
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	
	
	


Name_____________________________________________ID________________Date/Time__________________________
Location:



Order #_______________________RA initials________

2. Communal Rituals

a. Please list all of the important communal or ritual activities that people here participate in? For example, ________________(insert of 2 to 3 examples of group rituals the fieldworker is familiar with). Note, if the language doesn’t have a word for “ritual” stick with “important communal activities” and let the examples help convey the intuitive meaning. 
b. Could you rank these from the most important to the least important? Which is the most important?
c. How often is ___________performed? Insert the label for each activity. The RA can suggestions frequencies here. For example, it’s fine to ask “Do you do this once per week or once per month?” and gradually triangulate in on the frequencies.

d. Tell me about ______________(insert activity/ritual)? Provide a brief description, focusing on any seemingly costly elements (displays), sensory pageantry, music and synchrony.

	2. Communal Rituals Freelist

	#
	2.a. 

Ritual label
	Rank
	2.c. Times per

Day, week, month

(include units!!)
	2.d. Descriptions

	1
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	


Name_____________________________________________ID________________

3. Private or Personal Rituals

a. Please list all of the personal activities that you perform with the gods or spirits in mind? For example, _______________[give locally relevant example, like prayer]. 
b. After the list is complete, ask: Could you rank these from the most important to the least important? Which is the most important? 

c. How often is ___________performed? Insert the label for each activity. The RA can suggestions frequencies here. For example, it’s fine to ask “Do you do this once per week or once per month?” and gradually triangulate in on the frequencies.

d. Tell me about ______________(insert activity/ritual)? Provide a brief description, focusing on any seemingly costly elements (displays), sensory pageantry, music and synchrony.

	3. Private or Personal Rituals Freelist

	#
	3.a. 

Ritual label
	Rank
	3.c. Times per

Day, week, month

(include units!!)
	3.d. Descriptions

	1
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	


Name_____________________________________________ID________________

4. Please tell me your thoughts on how it is that the world came to be.
5. What happens to people when they die?
6. Are there any sacred places here?  Please tell me about them.
Do Demographics Interview (do only if not otherwise available)

Optional: Researcher may want to administer the Market Integration Survey at this point.
