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I think that a new kind of replicator has recently emerged on this very planet. It is 
staring us in the face. It is still in its infancy, still drifting clumsily about in its 
primeval soup, but already it is achieving evolutionary change at a rate that leaves 
the old gene panting far behind. 

The new soup is the soup of human culture. We need a name for the new 
replicator, a noun that conveys the idea of a unit of cultural transmission, or a unit 
of imitation. 'Mimeme' comes from a suitable Greek root, but I want a monosyllable 
that sounds a bit like 'gene'. I hope my classicist friends will forgive me if I 
abbreviate mimeme to meme….

Examples of memes are tunes, ideas, catch-phrases, clothes fashions, ways of 
making pots or of building arches. Just as genes propagate themselves in the gene 
pool by leaping from body to body via sperms or eggs, so memes propagate 
themselves in the meme pool by leaping from brain to brain via a process which, in 
the broad sense, can be called imitation. 

-Richard Dawkins, The Selfish Gene, 1976





The Hashtag Era: Large Public Policy Implications

Most powerful in 2015?:

#JeSuisParis

#BlackLivesMatter

#Marriage Equality

#RefugeesWelcome

#IStandWithAhmed

#SheCan/#FIFAWWC



-Karine Nahon, University of Washington, and and Jeff Hemsely, Syracuse, in  Going Viral







Pew Research Center

Polarized Crowd: Two large dense groups with little interconnection 



Pew Research Center

Tight Crowd:  Highly interconnected group with few isolated partcipants



Pew Research Center

Brand clusters: Products, services, celebrities discussed by disparate persons 



Pew Research Center

Community clusters: Popular topics attracting multiple smaller groups



Pew Research Center

Broadcast networks: Media-centric, with audience proliferating information



Pew Research Center

Support network: Customer complaints, with hub-and-spoke dynamics













Sacramento Bee, 2012



Streets of Tunis, Le Maghreb, 2012
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