
OpenDP:
Governance and Licensing

Christopher T. Bavitz
WilmerHale Clinical Professor of Law, Harvard Law School

Faculty Co-Director, Berkman Klein Center for Internet & Society
Managing Director, Cyberlaw Clinic

Plenary Session 
May 13, 2020  — 2:10 – 2:30P



Governance Models

OpenSource Licensing:
Software / Code

Contributor License Agreements

Open Licensing:
Non-Code Content



Governance Models



Governance: Generally



The primary task of Internet governance involves the 
design and administration of the technologies necessary 
to keep the Internet operational and the enactment of 
substantive policy around these technologies.

Laura DeNardis, The Global War for Internet Governance (Oxford 
University Press) p. 6.

Internet
Governance

Corporate
Governance

At its broadest, corporate governance encompasses the 
many components of the systems by which companies are 
directed and controlled.

John C. Coates, Suraj Srinivasan, Corporate Governance (Harvard 
Business Publishing Education) p. 6.

Governance The complexity of Governance is difficult to capture in a 
simple definition. The need for governance exists anytime 
a group of people come together to accomplish an end. 
Though the governance literature proposes several 
definitions, most rest on three dimensions: authority, 
decision-making and accountability. 

"Defining governance," Institute on Governance, available at 
https://iog.ca/what-is-governance/.



Governance: OpenDP



Christopher Bavitz, Kira Hessekiel, Dalia Topelson Ritvo, "Organizatiokn & 
Structure of Open Source Software Development Initiatives," Berkman Klein 
Center for Internet & Society (March 22, 2017), availabe at 
https://cyber.harvard.edu/publications/2017/03/OrganizationStructure



Enable and encourage 
contributions from a diverse 

community (balancing principles 
& practical deployment)

encourage adoption of OpenDP
software for target use cases

Facilitate collaboration & 
partnership among individuals, 

businesses, academic inst’ns, gov 
agencies, etc.

Create diverse and inclusive 
community in which stakeholders 

have a voice

The OpenDP White Paper, p. 14

Maintain a well-defined process 
for contribution,

vetting, and testing
to ensure transparency and 

quality

Ensure OpenDP has resources 
needed to meet strategic 

directions and sustain the 
project (incl private
sector contributions) 

while maintaining community-
driven mission 

Transform and evolve
through org’s

lifecycle stages
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OPENDP
COMUNITY

CONTRIBUTORS MAINTAINERS COMMITTERS

EARLY ENGAGEMENT

REGULAR ENGAGEMENT
(ANNUAL OR SEMI-ANNUAL MEETINGS)

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT ⟶ A "TRUSTED 
PLAN FOR GROWTH AND STABILITY"
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OpenSource Licensing:
Software / Code



One License
vs.

Multiple Licenses?



Begin license text.

Copyright <YEAR> <COPYRIGHT HOLDER>

Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining a copy 
of this software and associated documentation files (the "Software"), to 
deal in the Software without restriction, including without limitation the 
rights to use, copy, modify, merge, publish, distribute, sublicense, and/or sell 
copies of the Software, and to permit persons to whom the Software is 
furnished to do so, subject to the following conditions:

The above copyright notice and this permission notice shall be included in all 
copies or substantial portions of the Software.

THE SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, 
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO THE WARRANTIES OF 
MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND 
NONINFRINGEMENT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE AUTHORS OR COPYRIGHT 
HOLDERS BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY, 
WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING 
FROM, OUT OF OR IN CONNECTION WITH THE SOFTWARE OR THE USE OR 
OTHER DEALINGS IN THE SOFTWARE.

End license text.

https://opensource.org/licenses/MIT



Contributor License Agreements



centralize ownership of intellectual 
property in a single entity

help the party managing the open source 
development project to ensure 
contributors have the necessary rights

May include an indication from the 
contributor’s employer that the employer 
has signed off on the employee’s 
contribution



Open Licensing:
Non-Code Content



Creative Commons
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