
IS SPACE AVAILABLE?







“Persons”





Space: “a continuous 
area or expanse which 
is free, available, or 
unoccupied” OED



Outer Space Treaty (1967) Article IX

In the exploration and use of outer space, including the moon and other celestial bodies, States Parties 
to the Treaty shall be guided by the principle of co-operation and mutual assistance and shall conduct 
all their activities in outer space, including the moon and other celestial bodies, with due regard to the 
corresponding interests of all other States Parties to the Treaty. States Parties to the Treaty shall pursue 
studies of outer space, including the moon and other celestial bodies, and conduct exploration of 
them so as to avoid their harmful contamination and also adverse changes in the environment of the 
Earth resulting from the introduction of extraterrestrial matter and, where necessary, shall adopt 
appropriate measures for this purpose. If a State Party to the Treaty has reason to believe that an 
activity or experiment planned by it or its nationals in outer space, including the moon and other 
celestial bodies, would cause potentially harmful interference with activities of other States Parties in 
the peaceful exploration and use of outer space, including the moon and other celestial bodies, it shall 
undertake appropriate international consultations before proceeding with any such activity or 
experiment. A State Party to the Treaty which has reason to believe that an activity or experiment 
planned by another State Party in outer space, including the moon and other celestial bodies, would 
cause potentially harmful interference with activities in the peaceful exploration and use of outer 
space, including the moon and other celestial bodies, may request consultation concerning the activity 
or experiment.



Convention on Fishing and Conservation
of the Living Resources of the High Seas (1958)

conservation = measures that maximize human food resources 



Commercial Space Launch Competitiveness Act (2015, HR 2262) 

“space resources” limited to abiotic resources in situ 
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Human Bodies?
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Available Space?
(Enlightenment)

Alternatives:
cosmopsychism

Theocentrism
broad utilitarianism



Cosmopsychism
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Out of the Silent Planet
CS. Lewis

1938
Sister Mother Earth
Sr. Jo Goolish OSF



Theocentrism

Models of God
Sallie McFague

1987

Ethics from a Theocentric 
Perspective

James Gustafson, 1981

The City of God
Augustine of Hippo

5th century



Animal Liberation
Peter Singer

1975
Saṃsāra
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