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How is scientific discovery indebted to religious ideas?



1. Conflict



2. Independence



3. Dialogue



4. Integration



Is faith in our destiny to explore 
the solar system evidence of 

integration?

And does the endeavor to 
explore space make our solar 
system a spiritual resource?



“Cultural fashions are extremely significant for the historian of 
religions, who can decipher in them some hidden meanings.  
The popularity of cultural fashions reveals something of 
Western man’s dissatisfactions, drives, and nostalgias.”
~ Mircea Eliade, “Cultural Fashions and History of Religions” (1965)



“There are instances when only an 
historian of religions can discover 
some secret significance of a 
cultural creation.…The  success of 
certain ideas or ideologies reveals 
to us the spiritual and existential 
situation of all those for whom 
these ideas constitute a kind of 
soteriology.”



“The American Way of 
Life is, at bottom, a 
spiritual structure, a 
structure of ideas and 
ideals, of aspirations 
and values, of beliefs 
and standards…The 
Puritan’s dream of a 
new ‘Israel’ and a new 
‘Promised Land’ in the 
New World reflect the 
perennial American 
conviction that in the 
New World a new 
beginning has been 
made…”

“…Side by side and 
in intimate relation 

with the civic 
religion of the 

American Way of 
Life, there has 

developed an inner, 
personal religion.  

This inner, personal 
religion is based on 

the American’s faith 
in faith.”

~Will Herberg (1955)



Life Magazine, May 29, 1944

















“The paintings will take you on a visit to 
the planet Saturn…”







“The Painting that Launched a 
Thousand Careers”







“If you were 
on Earth and 

wanted this 
view of 

Saturn’s 
rings…”



“…all you 
would have to 
do is go to 
Guatemala, 
and look up.”

~Willy Ley



“The Last Hudson 
River School 

Artist”



“In the Catskills,” Thomas Cole (1837)



“American Progress,” John Gast (1872)



“Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone,” Thomas Moran (1872)



“Primitive Earth,” Chesley Bonestell (1945)



“Great Canyon of the Sierra,” Thomas Hill (1872)



“Donner Lake from the Summit,” Albert Bierstadt (1873)



“San Francisco, 1849,” Chesley Bonestell (1949)



“Mountain of the Holy Cross,” Thomas Moran (1875)



“Chasm of the Colorado,” Thomas Moran (1873)



“…If mankind in its 
frenzy should 
succeed in utterly 
destroying itself, the 
destruction would 
create not so much 
as a ripple in the 
great universe of 
which we are only 
an insignificant 
part.  May LIFE 
publish more about 
the universe that we 
may learn from its 
law and order to 
avoid war.”  



“The Astronomical Sublime—
an extreme aesthetic 

experience that threatens to 
overwhelm even as it affirms 

humanity’s potential”
~Elizabeth Kessler



“The Journey into Space” 

(1926)































“The Baedeker of 
the Solar System” 

~Robert Heinlein



“Mr. Bonestell’s
remarkable technique 

produces an effect of 
realism so striking that 

his paintings have 
often been mistaken 

for actual colour
photographs by those 
slightly unacquainted 

with the present status 
of interplanetary 

flight”
~Arthur C. Clarke (1955)







“Crossing the Last Frontier”





“Man on the Moon,” October 18, 1952



“More About Man on the Moon,” October 25, 1952









“Can We Get to Mars?”, 
April 25, 1954









The Eternal Return…







“Green River Cliffs,” Thomas Moran (1881)









Disneyland, “Man in Space” (1955)



Disneyland, “Man and the Moon” (1955)



“Man is driven toward faith by his awareness of the infinite 
to which he belongs…An act of faith is an act of a finite being 

who is grasped by and turned to the infinite.” 
~Paul Tillich (1957)



Could we then say that our continued exploration 
of space is an example of finite beings “grasped by 

and tuned to the infinite”?

And is that grasping – that faith – itself a resource?







“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen.” ~Hebrews 1.11





“Collective Effervescence” 



“This may perhaps 
contribute an 
understanding of the way 
in which ideas become 
effective forces in history.” 
~Max Weber



Thank You!
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