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What the humanis can do in constructing Humanity
database——T aking the extraction of kinship data from Epitaphs

in Quansongwen as an Example

Chen Peihui

Abstract  Databases play a more and more important role in humanity studies, while some scholars question
its accuracy and completeness. In order to deal with this problem, the database needs the humanists play a vita
part in its construction process. After investigating the reengineering of the process of the extraction of kinship
data from Epitaphs in Quansongwen in Chinese biographical database project at Harvard University, we find that
the humanists not only could guarantee the accuracy and completeness of the historical data by analyzing the
epitaphs exactly, but dso could improve the efficiency of the database construction by facilitating the application
of new technology and new methods. Thus, humanists not only have to bear the liability for the literature analysis,
but aso should be actively in shouldering the technica responsibility.
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