
Libraries	
  &	
  Data
Sarah	
  E.	
  Thomas

Vice	
  President	
  for	
  the	
  Harvard	
  Library
&

University	
  Librarian



Harvard	
  Library

• Ca	
  $175	
  m	
  budget
• +	
  750	
  FTE
• +	
  5000	
  volumes/week;	
  250,000	
  volumes/yr
• Reputation	
  rests	
  on	
  collections	
  (20	
  m	
  vol.)
• Millions	
  of	
  digital	
  pages
• 10	
  m	
  photographs
• 1	
  m	
  maps
• 400	
  million	
  manuscripts



But	
  What	
  about	
  Data?



Data,	
  it’s	
  not	
  just	
  important,	
  
it’s	
  sexy….	
  Harvard	
  Business	
  School



Harvard	
  Library	
  Digital	
  Strategy
• Digitization
• Develop	
  a	
  program	
  for	
  Pan-­‐Harvard	
  digitization	
  projects.
• Update	
  policy	
  guiding	
  vendor	
  partnership	
  for	
  digitization	
  from	
  

our	
  collections.
• Create	
  a	
  comprehensive	
  digital	
  library	
  for	
  our	
  reformatted	
  

collections.
• Create	
  sustainability	
  plan	
  for	
  digital	
  storage	
  costs.
•
• Digital	
  Scholarship
• Define	
  needs	
  for	
  medium	
  term	
  storage	
  of	
  digital	
  information.
• Formalize	
  and	
  increase	
  library	
  support	
  for	
  digital	
  scholarship.
• Formalize	
  and	
  increase	
  library	
  support	
  for	
  data	
  research	
  

management.
• Create	
  a	
  program	
  for	
  publishing	
  via	
  the	
  Harvard	
  Library.





Data	
  Symposium



Data	
  Science	
  for	
  Librarians





DMPT





Social	
  Science	
  and	
  Visualization









Center	
  for	
  Open	
  Science	
  Workshop	
  at	
  
UCLA





Data	
  Services	
  Specialist

GIS

Qualitative	
  Data	
  Analysis	
  &	
  Survey	
  Design

Quantative Services

Research	
  Data	
  Management	
  and	
  
Reproducibility	
  Librarian

NYU	
  Abu	
  Dhabi	
  Data	
  Services	
  Librarian

GIS



Is	
  Research	
  Reproducibility	
  the	
  New	
  
Data	
  Management	
  for	
  Libraries?



Research	
  Data	
  Roadshow





Open	
  Government	
  Data	
  (2016)





What’s	
  the	
  future?

• Expand	
  staffing	
  with	
  
research	
  data	
  skills

• Partner	
  with	
  others:	
  
Research,	
  IT,	
  faculty

• Think	
  of	
  digital	
  libraries	
  
as	
  data

• Create	
  easy-­‐to-­‐find	
  
integrated	
  and	
  
coordinated	
  services


