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QUANTIFICATION ARD STUDY OF
Y1 DYRASTY HOREAN ELITES #

The project describsd in this repoxt was begun nearly ten years ago.*®

The fact that it siill is very mush in process is a consequence of nmeny
factors, but prominent among them is the acditional burden imposed by the
computer as it drags the weayy ressarcher onward toward ever greater full-
ness and perfections The Munkwa (“Civil Examination®) Froject, as we eall
it, could nobt exist without the compuler, yet it seems legitimate 1o wonder
whether the larger contiusions ve have reacheu, and will reach, would nui
have revealed themselves anyway, 28 the snd product of less arducus pro-
cesses, lersonally, bowever, I entertain few such doubts, bellieving that
the refinement and ordering of a coherent mass of historical data provides
its own justification.

The Funkwa Froject is an attespt to define and chavaclerize the reliti-
cal-social elite gomponent of traditional Korean sociely (specifically the
scciety of the Yi Dypasty, 1392-191C;, by anmalysis of the 14,600 men who
passed the higher sivil service exanination in the full five-hundred year
period during which it was administered, 13931894, lLesearch that would
fully answer the guestion of how representative this group was of the total
elite structure has not yet been done. But several considerailons suggest
that lesdership in Yi Dynasty scclety in all vital areas and at &ll levels
within these areas came primarily frem those linesges that suppliec success-
ful cendidates in the ¢ivil service examinations. bore narvowly, to offer
2 single illustration, = recent study has shown that 90% of those who reached
the thres High State Counciller positiens during the YI Lynasty had taken
the Final civil servics degres,

Acgordingly, being certaln in brosé outline of the overriding imperisnce
of recruitment by ©ivil exsmination, a study of those who pessed thrcugh
this system will throw much light on the nature of the ¥i Lynasty polity and
the social order thut underlay it. ¥ho were the men recrulied through the
erducus series of oivil examinations® What was thelr immediale Ffamily and
glan beekground? What merriage tles ¢id they form? ¥hat areas of heorea did
they represent? What career success might be expected. to atiend & particulay
baekeground? How importent was factional affilistion in cetermining success
in the evaminations and in the subsequent career? das the systenm, within
veason, fair and did it offer xweal oprortunity to nmen of talent® Was ihe
examination systenm a channel for social mcbility, at least within the kroad

privileged class?

T is 86311 not possible tu suggest answers teo all of these specific
guestions and tc the more Tundamental problens on which they bear., To date,
enough work hes been done to titiliate but not tc satisfy, and my purpese
here ®ill be first of all o stale the vesearch probiem. llaving done thal,
1 shall %zy %c set forih in some delail ons of the more interesting results
that the project alweady hes ylelded.

The research deseribed herein was undertaken Jcintly with lrcefesscr June=ho
Song of horea®s Chonbuk Kational University. Despite the geogrephical spen
that mekes personal contect speradic and uncertaln, the Munhws FProject has
heen ané ocniinues to be & collaborative one in every meaningful sense.

Portions of this paper have appesared in the authors “The ladder of Success
in Y1 Dymasty Korea,” Uocesional Papers on Kovea (No. 1, June 1972}, and in
“& Computar Appmoseh 1o Gsnezlcogiesl Researceh in Hest Asia,.”™ Jtudies In Aslan
Cenealogy, Provo: Brisher Young Univeralty Tress, 1971, T
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Materials. 1 think it true that ithe korean cuse offers & unique opor-
tunity for exhsustive study of a larse, treditional Bast Asian leadership
elite. This is because of the ahundance and nature of the meteriels available
for use in amalyzing the oivil examingtlion urocess. First of all, an excsllent,
comprehensive control exists in the furm of the examinalion rosters that lisd
every cne of the 14,400 men whe passed the final elivil examinaticn, Amcng
the ten or o sytant versiong three stand out in terms of fullness or accuracy
or both, and while subsiantially the same, each provides scme date lacking
in the others. Frincipally, the following types of informetion avre given for
szch candidate: names; post or title at the time of the exsmination; yeax of
birth: three paternal znecestors, meother®s father, and father-in=law; prelin-
inzry exzminaiions passed; clan seat; plece of residence; brief caresr datla.

To supplement the official sxaminstion resters, there are a large pumber
of privete cempilations generally known as punbs, or candidaies’ genezlogies,
These seem to have aDppeared From about the beginming of the 19%th century,
eften with the aip of listing 2ll living degree holders. Typileally, these
sources trzce lineage Deek for sight generations, giving such data az oifice
or title held in esch genevation, exeminaticns pessed {licentiate, military,
or civil), and merriage relationships, ©Some munbe even use symbcls tc¢ show
a candidate’s factional affiliaition,

& third vitel scurce materdal iz the clan genealegy, which Korea
traditionslly preduced == and still preduces teday == with such devetiong
in such nembers, and, I believe, with great roepect for veracity. Genealo-
gies do not normally provide lists of clan members who pazssed the examinations,
but diligent search will yield lavge dividends, In additicn Yo providing &
useful cheek on datz found elsewhere, 2 genealegy often will furnish new data
on Career, marriaze relabtionships, residence, illegitimaecy, discipleship.
Ard, not the least of its benefits, the clan gensalogy will relate the
candidate io others of his lineage who also playsd imperitant yoles on the
public ntage -- pasl, present, and Tulure.

Ultimately the vlan gensalesy 1ikely will prave te be the mest rewarding
ef sur scurces. it may sound wislonaxy, but 1 expect we will be able te
pinpeint genealerieslly, with the fruitful resulis Just noted, around 90% ef
the tetal of 14,600 final civil degree holders. Let me offer some brief
statistics, In one scurce alone, in the much abridged clan genealogles of
the M&nﬁgng Tzedongbo, are to be found fully twe-thirds of the tetal, neaitly
arranged on thely respecitive ladders of descent, Ly expesrience with genezle-
giew and other sources has made ne optimistic thal ancther Z5% can be lecated.
For example, the Kydngiu Y1 preduced 173 depree holders, ranking it 19th ameng
211 elane., 128 of these can be found in the abridged genealegles, 2% mere
through patient persevering in the Si-volume clan genealegy published in
19%4=35, and B more in the so-called candidates® geneslogies. That is 160
out of 173, move than 90%. To be sure, the slusive dezen eoxy eut to be kneown,
Yhe ave they, to remaln sc ebscuret Thelr ebscurity is all the mere Irxus-
trating sinee, in ithis case, most cf them passed during the final decades of
the dynasty and were residents of the nerthern P°y&ngan previnges, But pere
haps here too diligence will be rewarded, in time,

There uzs a prelinmineyy eivil exsmipsftion thai normally teok cne hundied
candidates in each of two categeries: Classics Licentiste and Literary lLicen=
tiate, 4lthcugh passing it was not preveguisiie to sitting for the [imal
¢ivil service degres, & lerge number of finzl degree holders ¢id pass threcugh
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this preliminery stage, Approximately %46,000 men are known to have taken
the licentiate degrees and through the herculean efferts of my oclleague,
Irof, June-ho Song, rosters containing nearly 35.000 of these have been
leceted ard a file constrvcied on ithe basis of surnames, clan and yesr of
exanination, This file has been of immense help in supplenmenting resicdence
Gata, in parbiculzy, FTor final degree holders and for verifying or correciing
certain ether categories of dats. :

The lscal zazetesr (ﬁgﬂhi} zlse is r useful souree. lost such werks
contain lists of lecal men who fcok the final degree, as well as thuse who
were a oredit to the county in other ways. 4nd gazeleers alse often relate
the circumstisnces under whiech 2 lineaze csme tc take up residence in the
county, thus providing a means of lecating genezlogically an othevuise eb-
senre candidats,

Finally, there are the vast number of obiluvary documenis, of a varisty
of 4ypes, Tound chiefly in the lliterary remains of Ii Lymasty figures great
and small. Although usualily besed en information supplied by a member of
the family er linezge of the deceased, these documents were most freguently
vritien by 2 clese kinsman or Ifriend who must have known much of his data
first-hand, These sre rich soursces, indeed, in almest every kind of inferms-
tion needed in eur study, but unfortunately they are as yet lawgely inaccess-
ible, Net enly are the literary remazins {(munjip, themselves seatiersd in
many Gifferent ccllecticns, er in many cases stlill unpublished and unccllected,
but ne ene has indewed these materials te enzble lecatien of a2 particuisr
decunent relating to a2 particular persen. The Munkwa Preject is using
ebituary decuments whenever fessible, bul systemetlic rellance simply is
impessible at this sitage,

Cemputer Input, Up fto this peinit all input date has come frem thzee
of the cemprehensive examingiien resters described above, The best one of
these lists a1l successful candidates from the Tirst examinstien in 1393 ie
1974, the wersi steps at 1819, and the thizd, of uneven guality, is the enly
gamplete roster. The kinds of data appsaring in these roslers are as fcllows,
with eur arbitvarily assipgned itenm numbers indicated for convenlence eof
reference to the attached sanple cede sheet:

02 date {(king, vear of veign, Western 22 wife‘s father

yvear) of examinziion 25 nzatursl father, in the event of
0% fype of evaminstion adeption
0% rank en the examination rester 27 natural grandfather
05 psst or title er prelinminary 20 natural greai-grandfather

degree held ab time of passing 41 natural mother's fathey
06 surnane 3 father of & successer uife
07 given name 37 carser highlights
08 change of name, if any 28 preliminary examination{s) ang
09 traditionzlly neoted wariatien in year passed

the way glven name 1s uritten 32 re-szamination and year passed

10 couriesy name (Egg; Kn. §§§} 40 indiecetion of unusual social status
i1 yesr of birth 43 clan seat or affiliation
12 year of death and/fer age at death 42 place of residence {at time of
13 fathew exanination)
15 grandéfather 43 pseudonym or penname
17 rrestegrandfather 4  posthumcus nane

12 maternal grsndfether



%6 additionsl oy wariant dete fox any of the above items (for example
a title of enfecffment fux & member of the royal house, or a varaam
tion in the way a glV&n name is wrai%eng

57 pames of close kin in the cendidate®s clan {exoluding the three paternal
ancestors recorded abuve) who alsc passed the highest oivil servics
ezamination

58 netice thait anecdoisl material related to polities, war, family, or
the examination system is carried in one or more of the rosters

52 miscellanesus informaticn, such a8 that relating to discipleship,
or rebizement to 2 periloular rursl zrea, or editerizl cemment on the
veracity of the dails pressniad

0f seurce clitation (the three comprehensive rosters pﬁua location, when-

- ever found, in & csmpesiie, aﬁ?i&geh genealagy, fanssng T@eﬁamgh@)

Other categories of datsa for which the cede sheet provides ave not found
in the examination rosters, When such deta ls te bz added in the future
it #3311 be necessary to lecate it in other scurces. 4s indicated ezrlier,
the clan geneslogy is the most premising such source. 4 a feaeibility
study we have exirzoled and ceded dalz on mers than a theusand cendidates
frem & dezen clan geneglogies. The data we have taken includes the cardie
date’s wife®s oy wives® iinezge, his sons and daughters and their spouses,
his brethers and sisters snd thelr marviage velationships, further linesge
data on his mother and on ether wives his Ffather may have had, and the
candidate’s psternal line of ascent beck %o an eariier successful candidate
er, falling that, %o somewhers ncar the beginning ef the 14th century.
There are ne plans at present %o input this large amount ef additional
infermation, but clearly i1 would much enxich the produst,

The kinds of dats desired and the sourcss fer thew having been detey-
mined, it was necessaly te settle upen & ¢sding system, 28 & mode of input,
Given the limiiations ef computer technoleogy, and the Lfunding availabls,
the spbiens appeared to e few., Chinese character datz had %o be irans-
ferved to conputer tape via some letler or number gode, or Ly some combie
natien of the twe, #hich wag it to be? Thers ave distinct advantages to
eeding in romznization, insofer as this ecen be mede perfectly dimcrele,
and so we used romgnization for surnames, place names, and ap assoritment
sf terminolegy of which the major compenent is office and pest nsmes, The
advantages are, first of gll, speed and acouvaoy of ceding and prosfreading.
¥hen the Kerean surname 4 iz to be ceded "KIN® {(rather than, far exampls,
"6855% ), the eeding person, Kerean of course, is nct 1ikely %o arr., Seconde
1y, and ef egual imperiance, when the eemputer gives semething mek to you
in remenigeltien you knew at z glance what you have, and others also will
know what you have, withoul reccurse te coding manmuals.

Unfertunately Mt inevitably the Munkwa Frojecl involves much data that
cannet be ceded mreoticably in romaniszilion., The preblem in particular is
with given er personal nanes, Hers it is unaveidable that some syetem be
empleyed that @zhitra?iTy assigns sequenges of letters er numbers %o each
Chinese theyeoter. To us the four-digit Chinese itelsgraphic cede number
gyeten seemed the wiser cholce, essentially for twe reasons., Te begin
with i% alrsady existed, tegether with the Berkeley indices and even a cede
beek arranging the ¢charsciers in kersan alphabetiec srder, courtesy of ths
U.S, Army. But mere lwmperiantly, the Chinese telegraphic cede mumber was
being used as the cempubter aGdrsss, se te speak, in Prefesser Susumu Kune's
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proeject al Herverd for the American Fathematical Seoeclety to develep computer
capabllity for boih encoding Chinese charseier datz and reproducing it. This
meant thet we night leck ferwazd to an ulitimate rwewsrd for our labors in the
form of Chinese chayasobter oubput and thet, indeed, we might nake use of this
mgohine capabilily in our prelisinsry proeadures zs well, '

One further compsnent of the ceding precedure might be noted in passing,
and that is the handling ef cyclical dates. The simplest procedure seenmed te
be Lo number these serially from 0L T4 o 60 B ang then give the enceder
& chart from which %o werk. The cemputer slsc is glven 2 chaxt, ons that
iiste ten Westerneyesr pessibilitlies for sach cyclical date, The reguired
eajonlations then are mede on the bssis, uliimstely, of the Yestern vear in
which the emaninatien tcok place, this date being incorpersted intc the dala
enceded fer each candidate,

Ameng the many prebleme entountered in the input precess certeinly the
mest pervasive, and ene of the mesd anneying, is the occurrence of Chinese
character variation, either from scurce to source or within 2 single source,
The preblem is met with on many levels, such ass

(1) Twe or mere visibly diffevent forms that a character msy %ake, both
{er all) samctioned by, tradition; for exguple: B and 5 and perhaps'E
% and® , # and B . In this last cese there are Chinese %tele-
graphic cede numbsre for both charaolers. ln general we have coded what
we have geen, trusting teo the cemputer te make the equaticns at a later

stape,

{2} Miner variation in radicel, whers txaditicnal usage generally fails
o make éia%iﬂstiqgsﬁ ot failg o make thenm c@n%istgntlya Eyamples
ave: ¥ and a8 ; W and i 10 and 18 s AL anedh ;G am{i{% . We might
the mere readily be inclined te hrush aside this type ef preblem were
it net fer cenventions in giving generatien nanes., Insdverient exr
whimsical in mest Instances, the distinctions are in ether casss Teal.
Hevertheless, sur selution prebably must be te cheese ene of each
paiy and be censistent aboubt it

{3} Majer variation in vadieal, where we may presume ene version to be
egrrect and the ether wreng, These zre all it endless in their
variety, Wt {llustzatively invelve &+ vs. % ;%: vE. £ er & or even
F . Bvs. B, £ vs. %, % ve, A and the like, Heseareh in ether
sevroes, such ag the dynzstic annals or genealogies, is the snly answer,

(&) Cenfusien stemming from identity ef premunciation, essin the esse of
£ . P &
ﬁaf@x=£%h$ er %ﬁ forad . Again we must tuzn fo ether sources,

{5) Cenfusirn stemping from neay identity of shaps, 5% vﬁﬁ§§ is ons frew
guently met, and §% vsagﬁgg ex VBofurs are understandable cenfironiae
tiens. Bui I was surprised te £ind B and B frequently substituted
ene for the other. A particular puzele is whether the eiamenﬁé% er 2
is intended; alag, our sources eften finesse the guestien by mating 5

the twe, thus: %%a Lgain each case must be researched,

Anether kind of Chinese character preblem is pesed hy the Herean pre-
dilection Ter using ebscure characters in thelr persenal names, 14 may well
be, indeed, that seme have been created for the purpese. YWe found in eur
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three comprehensive vesters approximetely 1,500 cheracters npot included anong
the 9,300 characters assigned numbers in the Chiness telegzraphic cede. These
range frem & SCommon SCoUrTeEnce Zik%»§% to ecseterica such as é%'a Y2 arse
adding these new characters te the reperteire of Professer Kune's computer,

and since there ave neot encugh unused four-digit numbers available, we have
dipcarded most of the characters in the supplement to the cede (#8000 and up)
and replaced Sthem with our ewn, A4n ancillazy preblem heve will be %o determine
the prevuncistien {fer alphabetining purpeses) ef meny ef these characiers,
these thal cannet be found in a dictienary. HWe likely will arbitrarily assign
& premunciatisn on the basis of the phenetio element,

Vazriatien and confusion alsc are enccuntersd frequently in place nanmes
and in efflive termimology. Freving error in these sreas is relatively simple.
In & majerity of cames, hoewever, i1t is vather a gquestien of avespted alier-
natives er ef euphemism. The yoyal hcuse of ¥i Kerse was known boith as Chingu
and dYansan; the Kinp Tamily of HEwangju is Just as eften iagged kwangsan., The
Chief State Csunciller was Termally yonetljéng but meve afien wes ealled
yéngeang er susang. In this situastion tee we decided o cede what we saw,

The computer is a far mere finely hened instrument for making eguations than
the human enceder.

Hesults., Severzal useful preliminery erderinmgs of the inpud date have
been ebiained., These have bsen lumpertant principelly fer the assistance they
effer In the engeing effert to fill ocul and perfect the data, One preduct,
hewsver, & listing of the 14,600 successful candidates in Kerean alphabetical
segquence, has been shared mere widely than emly with the Harverd-Yenching
Libraxy and is currenily bsing used Ly ethey reeeavchers in Pureps, Kerea and
the U8,

Bt ne cemprehenslive analysis or sephisticmied manipulatien ef the date
has veb been atiempted. Ner will it be unpiil we are satisfied That we have
gene as far as we veadily mey in csyrecting the data and supplementing it
from sther sourtes. The major cencerns that Iref, June-hs Song and 1 share
are with the lineage bmchksround and gecgraphic gistributien ef gucceseful
exndidates, Uventually we hepe to have the cempuier censiruct lineage trees
en the ene hand and sempeteregraph meps showing candidete resicenes esncentrae
tien en the sther. Dol these are remeite gesls. At this peint in tize we must
centent eurselves with modest bsginnings, such a8 an eutline ef the rele ef
residents of ithe nexrthern Nexean provipces in the oivil ememination and gevern-
mental preesses,

ihe Cgee of Berthern Keres. 1t is pepuler wisdem that inhabitanis ef
Kerea®s three nerthern provinces of Huanghae, F ydngan and Pamgyéng were
diseriminated sgainst in the civil smaninption precess throuvghcut the ¥§
Dynamty and thus that there were ne real yangbap (treditienzl privileged
class) in the nerth. But 4t new can te demcnstrated that this geegraphical
segnent of Yi seclety, cemprising about twenty-five percent ef the country's
tetal pepulatien, was glven an opporiunity to satisfy its ninimal seciale
pelitiesl seplrations through aseess to the eivil exaninatiens, Adnittedly
ne nertherners were pernitied %o zise 4o the highest levels in the centrzal
gevernment, yet all thoss who took the finsl civil service degree 41d regeive
appeintmants to impertant duty pesis. This fact lends $till greater signi-
Ticance to the phencmenen that, by the end of the 19th century, nerthern
residents had beceme prepertliensiely meve suscessful in passing the clvil
exxninations than were thelr seulthern compatrists.




It has become pessibie only recently te attempt to analysze ithe lecal
place of residence of succeszful candidstes for the higher civil mervice
examination degree in the YL Tymasty. YHe new koow the county or ity of
residence of all but 2 few of the neaxrly 9,000 sucessaful candidates from
1650 until the traditienal examination sysitem wes abelished in 189k, Speci=
figelly, residence is available fer ever $6% of candidates betwsen 1880 and
167% and fer zll Wt four er five candidates zumeng the mere than 8,200 whe
received degress from 1675 en. Frem about 1600 te 1650, hewever, the percent-
sge of known residences declines te about 75%, and before 1600 the remidence
dats remzins incemplete and irregularly available, the mere ss the fuTther
baok in Lime ene gees. The questien of eivil exsninatlien cendidates frem
the three nerihern previnces must be set in this fremewerk of date avalla-

Bility.

hmeng 1,913 suceessful higher civil service exaninalien candidates fxcm
1392=1409, the first century or se ef the Yi Dymasly, enly 7 are knewn ta
have vesided in the nerth. Further investigetion undeoubtedly will reveazl moxe,
but almest cerdeinly the number will remain small, less than 5% of the tetal
I sheuld think, Between 1500-1599 enly 36 smeng nearly 2,400 are indicated
as nerthern residenis, still enly 3 ex 4% ef these whese residences are known,
For the §7th eentury the number is 185 (7.5%), but in the 18th century almest
18% of susccessful eandidates resided in the nerthsrn previnces and in the
19%h eentury 18.4%, Iuring Kejeng's reign, in the last thirtly years during
which the examinztions were held, the percentage iz 22.8%, clese ts ene ef
every Teur successful candidabes,

1% s apparent, then, that by the end of the Y1 Dynasty the percentage
ef nertherners whe were sucecessful in the clvil ewaminatiens came to essen~
tially equal their prepsrtion ef the tetal pepulatien, 4nd mhen allewance
ie made Ter the Fact that vesidenis of the capital city. Seeul, and iis
immediate envirens soccounted fer perbaps half ef ithe Yelal number of success-
ful cendidates, it nmay be supgested that nerthern rssidents did betler than
any ether part of the country. In that perspective, the tetal ef 1,281 nerthern
residents zmeng 7,410 tetal passers afier the year 1700 becemes net eune in six
but fully ene in thwee, apd the 20¥ figure for ithe 19%h century is taniamount
4o two in Tive nen-Sesul candidates. Mere significanily, the engelng nerthern
suscess in the civil examinzticns wes & rising tide: Fysngan prevince’s gain,
fer example, mesnt a cerrespending less in the seuthern mrevinces, The early
Y$ Dynasty’s apperently discriminatery preference for seuthern candidsates
had disappesred and, in z startling reversal, the nerthern candidates caue
te sut-perform their scuthern countrymen.

4 cleser leek at the distribution of successful candidates ameng and
within the nerihern previnces is instructive, Among the three previnces,
fizrat of all, Hwanghse (surprisingly, il sesnmed te me; had the werst passers—
te-popilation xatie: it produced 11.5% ef the nerth’s successful candidates
frem 22.2% of the pemulatien, {This and ether pepulatien percentages given
belew are based sn the 1780 censua.) Hamgyeng prevince had & seonewhal better
recerd, shewing 19.3% ef the passers with 27.2% of the pepulatien. YPy¥agan
previnge, en the ether hand, with Just ever half the nerth®s pepulatien,
beested Jusi under 70% of those who earned degrees,

Evern mere neticeable zre the disproperticnately heavy cencentratiens
of eandidates feund within each of the three nexthern previnces. In Huanghee,
the tewns ef Haeju and P yéngsan supplied 433 of the passers allhough thelr
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peoulations comprised under 185 Ff the provincial ietal, In Ueneyéng prevince
Hambiing city and AnbyBn counity contribuied nesyly half ef the suceessful cane-
didates (87.88), while their conbined pepulatien was only 14,78 of the proe
vingial tetal, In Pvéngan prevince the aspeci of concentrallien was in ene
sense less marked bubt in snother way it was dramatieally mere prencunced.

The 4o leading producers of successful candidabes were Ch8nglu and FoyEng-
vang, with 35.4% of the previnee®s tetal ef 1,044, wheress thelr pepulatiens
were enly 12.8% of the province®s tetal. It was net the ity of FeyEngyang,
nevever, et the tewn of Chdngin just nerth of the Ch’Sngeh’®n river in Nerth
P'y¥ngan previnpee that supplied by far the largest number of successful civil
exanminetien candidates in all ef ihe nerthern half ef Kerea. An incredible
282 of thess snvied men resided in Chinglu, censtituling 27% of the FPlyéngan
tetal snd 18.7% of the everall nerthern tetal. This was achlsved, mereever,
with less then &% of the P’yéngan pepulatieon and less than 2% «f the telsl
nerthern pepulzticn. The seasnd-place city of FPyéngyang can claim credit
for enly 119 pessers, hewxdly mere than Hambiing®s 110. In rzether sherp cene
trast, these twe majer nerthern cities held 72 ef the nerthern pepulatien
while supplying 15.2% of the overall nerthemn telal eof Linzl degree holders.

In & penerzl sense ene experis the cencentwations ef successiul candi-
dates in the nerth bte be where they axe actually feund, In Hemgyeng prevince
they were eencentrated in the majer csasial cities and towns, while these in
PlyEngan are feund mest heavily in the cresceni-shaped ares ringing the West
Hersa Bay and sentered en the mouth ef the Chéngch’8n river. In these aveas
g Truliful assrieulture, 2 bountiful epean and thriving cemmerce could suppert
lerzer pepulatisns and ithe leisure class thatl gave leadership te nerihern
Kerean meclsty, At the same tinme, hewever, eur statistleal prefile has re~
vealed striking anomelies in the digtributien of successful examimatien
candidates thai cannet be aceeunted fer by ecenemlic geegraphy. It ls clear
thet sther ferces alse wers al weork,

Certainly an imperient pert ef the explenation fer the unbalanced gee-
graphical patterns of civil exanination success mey be found In the familiay
fact ef the predominance of a relatively few clane or lineages in the statls-
tien ef the degres helders. In sumnmery, 32 clane produced 10 er nere passers
each, making up 855 eut ef the nerth’s kneuwn tetal ef 1,509, ex 57.3%. Ansther
27 clans esch esrned 6 te 9 degrees, teteling 19% er anether 12,8%, 4t the
ether end of the merle, 37 clans preduced Just ivwe nerthern passers each,
while & rather startling (45 olans ave credited with enly z single sucoessiul
cendidate vesiding in the nerth., In ether werds, ameng the J00-pius clan
designations that identify nerthern candidates in the sxaminalien rogters,
fully % apply te ene sr two candidates enly. These clans previded idy, 5%
of the dezree holders, while the 15% that were the mest successiul olans
previded ever 70% sf the pessers.

Onse sgain the ceunty-tewn ef Chingju effers the best illusiratien ef
the iwbslance just described. CF Chéngju®s 282 suceessful candldates 51 are
Frem the single clan of the ¥énen Kim, while the Paekeh®8n Che supplied 29,
the Chinje ¥i 27, the Suwén Faek 25, the Namyang Heng 20 apd the Haeju Ne
$8, Six elans, then, centributed 170 ex 60% of the tetal, while 45 wther
sizns sre represented by ene ox mexe pessers. Te a lesser degree the ether
nerihern cities and counties that have the largest numbers o¢f degree helders
slee have large represenistions by ene er mere clans. Hamhing had 30 Cit"Eng du
Han, 17 Ch¥nju Cim and 11 Changhiing ¥i; Xesen had 9 F'ap’ySng Yur end 8 Sune

cnEn Kige Kaech®dn had 1% Kwangju ¥i and Anju bad 25 Sushiing An. Ten ef
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Ch°flsan’s 20 sucesssful eandidates were Hadong Chéng, 8 ef Sukeh$n’s 6 were
Y€nen Ch'2, & of Unsan®s 15 were Suan Yi, 5 of licerying®s 1! were Hzeju Oh,

It should be neted that most of the elans mentioned above for illustrative
mirpeses are these with distinguished regexds of producing degrae holders and
gevernment officials alse from main lineageés residing in the southern provinces,
Flapy8ng Yun, Namyang Heng, snd Ch®Engju Han are prime eramples, There are a
number of excepliens, hewever, and seme of these are of particular interest,

A1l 20 Chinju ¥in degree helders resided in the nerth, nmestly in Ply@ngan tut
a number alsc in Hamgydng. All 18 lmeju Ne lived in the nerth and, indesd,
all of them in Chingju. 13 of 16 Tanyang ¥i wers nerthern residenis, 23 ef
25 Suan ¥i, 11 ef 12 Changhiing Wi, 21 ef 23 Chénju Chu,

One wenders, ef ceurse, hew it came ebout thai deseendants ef men whese
eriginal clan domiciles were in such seuthwestern tewns as Chénju and Change
Wing, er in Tanyang in seuth-central Korez, er in the seubhesstern previnge
ef Yydngsang, ceme te veside and flsurish in the nerth. There can be ne
single answer te¢ a phenemenon that preliminery research shews tc be a eomplex
rreblen. & number of distinet patterns, however, are discernible.

In the case of these clans with significent numbers of degres holders
frem beth scuthern and nerthern lineages, it is ¢lear that the ferbesrs of
the nertherners were in residence lhere frem & very early date, generally
befere the beginning of the Yi Dymasiy. FHeecenbtly a genealegy of the nerthern
f8nan Kim lines was published in Secul, and it identified nearly all ef the
70 Y&nen Xim nerthern residents as the descendants of a pre-Yi Pagistrate of
Kzeséng {(the Kexy® Dynasty capitzl) whe remeined in the merth. The Paekeh'In
Che and P'yEngsan Sin sre ether examples of clans that have their seats in
Heanghse provines, in the nerth, and established impertant linesge zroups
in the nerth as well as in the south. In centrast the Munhwa Yu, altheugh
it had substantial elan pepulatiens in the nerth, ceuld preduce enly twe very
late Yi Dynasty degrse holders,

A mecernd pabiern te be neted is that eof an originally sowbthern c¢lsn that
established its majer branches in the nerth. The Chinju XKim, Ch¥nju Chu and
Tanyang Yi alresdy have been mentiened; in terme of peliticsl siature the
seuthern hranches of these ¢lans were of 1ittle oxr ne impsriance., On the
ether hand, the Sunhiing An, Ch'éngju Han, Hadeng Ch¥ng, Namyang Heng, and
Suwdn Feek ave examples ef eriginally seuthern clans that remsined much here
powerfully established In the scuth and yet had major nerthern lineages,

The mest interesting patiern, if ene may use so exderly & term to deseribe
so smorpheus & situaiion, coencerns that lavge number of clan designatiens that
apply Yo ene or tve, o & snmall handful., &f suecessful nerthern candidates.

The first thing to nete about this group is that, with relatively few excep-
tione, the olan seat is lecated in the seuth, usually the far seulheast er
soeuthwest, Azsuming, as I de, that %the claim of these nertherners te clans

of southern erigin jis to bs taken as genuine, then it nmust be esncluded that
migraticn from scuth to north took place al some eaxlier %ime, Just how ssrly
thic might have been is extremely diffienlt to determine, and mest likely there
were several perlods when such novement was pronounced, Une is tempied o see
evidence of an sarly and large-scale Chélla te Hamgydng migration in the fact
cf the emergence from Hamgyéng of the Yi reyal family, the Chlnju Yi, and the
presence in the same area of 2 number of ether Ché€lla clans, seme of which

have besn relerred to abeve, It Is equally inviting tc attenpt te trace migra-
ticn veutes from eastern parts of Kybngseng and Kengwén previnces al.ng the
geast pexthuard inte lamgyéng. Ur to imegine similar movements through the
Cheryéng Pess from Makieng River aress along the edge of Keres's meuntsin

spine snd evenitually inte P'ydngan prevince,
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But it seens mest 1ikely to me that these nerthern sxsnination candidates
may be trased to the orgenized transfers of people from the southexn three
provinees inte the northern areas thai toek place in the i5th eentury. This
would help avssunt for the slow develepment of nerthern examination success
in the figst two centuries of the dynasty. At the same time, the arrival
of these pesple in the morth would not have been so early as to have made
them forget thelr plases of cylgin

What I anm suggesting, then, is that many ef the southern ¢lan designa-
tions that identify nerihern degres holders must represent the lecalitles in
the seuth where & candidate’s forbears lived befere migrating te the nerth in
fairly recent &imes, fer the mest part shertly after the Ffeunding of the ¥i
Dynasty, 7This in turn suggests that in few cases weuld these settlers have
been members of seuthern lineage groups with acknewledged privileged status.
Instesd, bhey must have been erdinexy peeple, of exdinary secial stalus ==
cemneners in sther words,

in recent years we have been getiing accustomed to the netion that
acosss even o the hizher oivil sexvice examination in the Y1 Dynasty was
net, afber all, resitricted te = single class, the se-called yanghban, There
were ne such iegal stipulations and in actual practice & significant number
af ezses have been identified where men of definitely inferier social status
were able Lo take and pess these exaninstions. Surely the recerd of examina=
tien suceess by nertherners thal has been set ferth here is further prosf ef
the vital desree of openness that the examinatien system conbinued te display.
4z the esnturies of the new dynasty passed, many ambitieus lineage groups in
the nerth were striving te acguire the educatien and emulate the life=siyle
of the scknewledged elite ef traditional Kerean seelety, the southern yansban.
Many ef them succesded in estabiishing themselves as genuine membexs of that
glite, as nerthern yangben with thelr slatus anchered te & degree ef exanina-
tien success that may well have been the envy ef thelr seulhern compairiets,

The significance of this suggestien hse many facets, Te begin with,
5% meanz that the novthern cempshnent must be taken ints sccount in fermulating
nypetheses concerning the fermation and sizatificatien ef Il seclal classes.
Secendly, & fresh leek must be taken at the discrimination that did exist,
in the pattern ef effice~helding, se that we may better understand ithe dynanice
of ¥4 pelitics., Thiwmdly. the impsriance ef this phenemenen for determining
the sourse Kerss Leek in the peried of ilransitien frem twaditlensl te medern
geciety must net be everleeked. In the light ef the rele ef Chéngju residents
in izte treditienal Herea, the fact that the famed Oman School was established
there early in this cenfury takés en new meaning, We ave aware ef the great
eentritutiens being mede 46 contemperary seciely in the Bepublic ef Kexea by
these bern in the nerth. Surely many ef these must be descended Lrem the
pnertherners who won the higher civil examinatien degrses In the later yeaxs
ef the i lynmasty. I% i even imaginable that the Fremier of lerih Kerea,
whe is identified as e Ch¥nju Kim in regent hagiegraphy, was thrust up by the
fereces 1 havs been describing hewe,

The vitinate testing of the hypstheses put forward abeve must be dene en
the bagis of still mere effective and imsgimative marshalling of data. In this
endsaver, as in the related efferts to lay bare the werkings ef traditienal
Keresn peiltics and seclety, the cemputer has an essential and quinteseential
rale, .
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