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Thinking and Matter may be separated, e eternal Existence of
Matter, will not follow from the eternal Existence of a cogitative Being,
and they suppose it to no purpose.

§ 14. But now let us see how they can satisfie themselves, o
others, that this eternal thinking Being is material.

First, | would ask them, whether they imagine, that all Mattes,
every particle of Matter, thinks? This, I suppose, they will scarce says
since then there would be as many eternal thinking Beings, as there
are Particles of Matter, and so an infinity of Gods. And yet if they
will not allow Matter as Matter, that is, every Particle of Matter to
be as well cogitative, as extended, they will have as hard a task @
make out to their own Reasons, a cogitative Being out of incogs
tative Particles, as an extended Being, out of unextended Parts,
if I may so speak.

§ 15. Secondly, If all Matter does not think, I next ask, whether it
be only one Atom that does s0? 'This has as many Absurdities as the
other; for then this Atom of Matter must be alone eternal, or not.
If this alone be eternal, then this alone, by its powerful Thought
or Will, made all the rest of Matter. And so we have the creation
of Matter by a powerful Thought, which is that the Materialiss
stick at. For if they suppose one single thinking Atom, to have
produced all the rest of Matter, they cannot ascribe that Fre
eminency to it upon any other account, than that of its Thinking,
the only supposed difference. But allow it to be by some other way,
which is above our conception, it must be still Creation; and these
Men must give up their great Maxim, Ex nibilo nil fir.* 1f it be sad,
that all the rest of Matter is equally eternal, as that thinking Atom,
it will be to say any thing at pleasure, though never so absurd: For
to suppose all matter eternal, and yet one small particle in Knowledge
and Power infinitely above all the rest, is without any the lest
appearance of Reason to frame any Hypothesis. Every particle of
Matter, as Matter, is capable of all the same Figures and Motions
of any other; and I challenge any one in his Thoughts, to add any
Thing else to one above another.

§ 14. Not material, First, because every particle of Matter is not cogitative. § 15. Secondly,
One particle alone of Matter cannot be cogitative.

(1) and] 1~4; om. 5 (5) this] 1, 3 | this, 2, 4~5
25 (13) does}] 45 | do 1-3

(12) a] add. 100,

* Cf. Lucretius, De Rerum Natura, I, 150 fF.
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§16. Thirdly, If then neither one peculiar Atom alone, can be this
wernal thinking Beings nor all Matter, as Matter; i.e. every particle
o Matter can be it, it only remains, that it is some certain System of
Matter duly put together, that is this zhinking eternal Being. This is
tat, which, I imagine, is that Notion, which Men are aptest to s
have of GOD, who would have him a material Being, as most readily
wggested to them, by the ordinary conceit they have of themselves,
ud other Men, which they take to be material thinking Beings.
But this Imagination, however more natural, is no less absurd than
fhe other: For to suppose the eternal thinking Being, to be nothing ;10
die but a composition of Particles of Matter, each whereof 15|
mogitative, is to ascribe all the Wisdom and Knowledge of that{
wemal Being, only to the juxta-position of parts; than which,}
mithing can be more absurd. For unthinking Particles of Matter, |
Jowever put together, can have nothing thereby added to them, !‘315
bt 2 new relation of Position, which ’tis impossible should give |
thought and knowledge to them. ’

§17. But farther, this corporeal System either has all its parts at
wst, Or it is a certain motion of the parts wherein its Thinking
amsists. If it be perfectly at rest, it is but one lump, and so can have 20
w priviledges above one Atom.

Ifit be the motion of its parts, on which its Thinking depends, all
the Thoughts there must be unavoidably accidental, and limited;
wnce all the Particles that by Motion cause Thought, being each of
them in it self without any Thought, cannot regulate its own 25
Motions, much less be regulated by the Thought of the whole;
wnee that Thought is not the cause of Motion, (for then it must be
wtecedent to it, and so without it,) but the consequence of it,
shereby Freedom, Power, Choice, and all rational and wise think-
wg or acting will be quite taken away: So that such a thinking 30
Seng will be no better nor wiser, than pure blind Matter; since to
wsolve all into the accidental unguided motions of blind Matter,
i into Thought depending on unguided motions of blind Matter,
s the same thing; not to mention the narrowness of such Thoughts
wd Knowledge, that must depend on the motion of such parts. 3s
But there needs no enumeration of any more Absurdities and Im-
wssibilities in this Hypothesis, (however full of them it be,) than
at before-mentioned; since let this thinking System be all, or a
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L6 Thirdly, a System of incogitative Matter, cannot be cogitative.

§ 17. Whether in
S, or al ress.
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part of the Matter of the Universe, it is impossible that any <I:nc

Particle, should either know its own, or the motxon_of 1an'y- nh z:

Particle, or the Whole know the motion of every Particu a% an 4

regulate its own Thoughts or Motions, or indeed have any Though
1 such Motion. ‘ .

5 rCSuig,n%)ft.feTs would have Matter to be‘eternal, 90W1§h51“‘?‘r1;17}$
that they allow an eternal, cogitative, immaterial Bezinth This
tho’ it take not away the Being of a GOD, yet since 1t 'CHIT-“T
and the first great piece of his Workmanship, the (,re:i\]ty-nI 2'(u :.

10 consider it a little. Marter must be allowed eternal: Why? '}( md 'a
you cannot conceive how it can be made out of nothing; w 11‘_.‘ 0
you not also think your self eternal? You will answer, ba: r ;.lp.‘-;‘
Because about twenty or forty Years since, you began to be: F}n i
1 ask you what that Tou is, which began then to be, you ;11 11 ‘sL;\{L.t"

is tell me. The Matter whereof you are made, began not then :-‘ }:.
for if it did, then it is not eternal: But it began to be put “-"Plilﬂ
in such a fashion and frame, as makes up your Body;‘ bu_t }l"[‘; ut'
frame of Particles, is not You, it n_nakes not that thmkmgh I‘ 11111;\
You are; (for I have now to do with one, who alloyls( an ¢ G rm;

20 immaterial, thinking Being, but would have unt.hm:}n‘\g' . ‘:tg'—
eternal too;) therefore when did that thinking Thing be gin t:k_ of
If it did never begin to be, then have you always been a tl\l.mt.l!.%,
Thing from Eternity; the absurdity whereof I need not confute;
till I meet with one, who is so vo_ld pf Undffrstandmg, as ti -.m\ n ",;

25 If therefore you can allow a thinking Thing, tobcbc mﬁ:-{ 1{:}1t‘:n
nothing, (as all Things that are not eternal must };) why il :‘.,;'
you not allow it possible, for a material Being toh c made -”u-t- o

nothing, by an equal Power, but that you have the e.\.fx‘rlu:!:}u‘“nl
the one in view, and not of the other? Though, whcr; h {'1‘ oof

30 sidered, Creation of a Spirit will be found to require rll((i) css I wer,

than the Creation of Matter. Nay possibly, if we wou C:.H\I\ITlL,EP:ITI'i
our selves from vulgar Notions, and raise our T hopghts, .l‘s talr';'.
they would reach, to a closer contemplation of t}}mg;, we \!;11:,_‘ !
be able to aim at some dim and seeming conception m.L,. ! ‘_.1:}1‘{;
35 might at first be made, and begin to exist by the power of that
§§ 18, 19, Matter not co-eternal with an ezernal Mind.

- 0)-620(9) a Spirt

. 2-5|, why ! (14) then] add. 2-5 ‘ (3 (9) aSpie

Q1 l)th’a‘:ilgﬁs ! onL”as w};ﬂ as t’other, requires an cquilhl:g\}';rt.hf:nodt thr ;;.‘: " ;
rea to boggle at the effect of that Power in one, ! ; Do :
ﬁ:::::r ?)f itgig both, is equally beyond our comprehension. For 1 (33) y 10

4-5 | to 2-3

W or Thought] 4~5] Thoughts 1-3

Cp. X Knowledge of rhe Existence of a GOD 629
eternal first being: But to give beginning and being to a Spirit,
would be found a more inconceivable effect of omnipotent Power.
But this being what would perhaps lead us too far from the Notions,
o0 which the Philosophy now in the World is built, it would not j
be pardonable to deviate so far from them; or to enquire, so far as
Grammar it self would authorize, if the common setled Opinion
opposes it: Especially in this place, where the received Doctrine
werves well enough to our present purpose, and leaves this past
doubt, that the Creation or Beginning of any one SUBSTANCE
out of nothing, being once admitted, the Creation of all other, but 10
the CREATOR himself, may, with the same ease, be supposed.

) 19. But you will say, Is it not impossible to admit of the making
wy thing out of nothing, since we cannot possibly conceive it? 1
answer, No: 1. Because it is not reasonable to deny the power of an
nhnite Being, because we cannot comprehend its Operations. We 1
do not deny other effects upon this ground, because we cannot
possibly conceive the manner of their Production. We cannot con-
wive how any thing but impulse of Body can move Body; and yet
that 1s not a Reason sufficient to make us deny it possible, against
the constant Experience, we have of it in our selves, in all our s
wluntary Motions, which are produced in us only by the free
Action or Thought of our own Minds; and are not; nor can be the
diects of the impulse or determination of the Motion of blind
Matter, in or upon our Bodies; for then it could not be in our power
o chorce to alter it. For example: My right Hand writes, whilst 25
ny left Hand is still: What causes rest in one, and motion in the
ther? Nothing but my Will, a Thought of my Mind; my Thought
wly changing, the right Hand rests, and the lefc Hand moves.
This is matter of fact, which cannot be denied: Explain this, and
make it intelligible, and then the next step will be to understand 30
Lication. For the giving a new determination to the motion of the
mimal Spirits (which some make use of to explain voluntary
sotion) clears not the difficulty one jot. To alter the determination
fmotion, being in this case no easier nor less, than to give motion
i sell; Since the new determination given to the animal Spirits ;5
aust be either immediately by thought, or by some other body put
1 their way by thought, which was not in their way before, and

U or 0280300, 0. or] 2-51,0r 1 SUBSTANCE] 2-5 | thing 1 (10) all
ther] 2-5 | every thing else 1 (17) the manner of] add. 2-5 (18) any
[} Body] 4-5 | Thought (or any thing but motion in Body) 1-3 (22) Ac-

can} 2~5 { cannot 1 (31)-630(2) For
belore.) add. 2-5 j . )




