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The Har vard Global Insti tute (HGI) was founded by President Drew  
Faust in October  2015 to suppor t scholar ship and programs that w i l l  
deepen Har vard's international engagement and promote 
Univer si ty-w ide r esearch on major  global challenges.

As par t of the HGI, the Environmental Humanities Ini tiative 
(Environment Ini tiative) ?  cur rently in i ts seed-grant phase ?  is 
dedicated to developing multi faceted interdiscipl inar y r esearch 
programs focused on how  human communities from ear l iest times to 
the present, w i thin and across national borders, grapple w ith 
ecological challenges. In the spir i t of the f i r st HGI grants, the HGI 
Environment Ini tiative is China-inclusive, not China-exclusive.

This weekend's workshop, the f i r st of i ts kind at Har vard, br ings 
together  faculty members, postdoctoral fel lows, and graduate students 
from 10 Har vard schools ?  Har vard Business School, Har vard Divini ty 
School, Faculty of Ar ts and Sciences, Graduate School of Design, 
Har vard Graduate School of Education, Har vard John A. Paulson 
School of Engineer ing and Applied Sciences, Har vard Kennedy School, 
Har vard Law  School, Har vard Medical School, and Har vard T.H. Chan 
School of Public Health ?  as well  as several leading scholar s from 
outside the univer si ty.

Par ticipants have been asked to talk br ief ly about the kinds of 
questions they ask, the methodologies they deploy, and the types of 
mater ials they use in their  r esearch on environmental challenges, as 
well  as about the impact of their  work. The objectives are 1) to 
introduce to one another  col leagues working on environmental 
challenges in di f ferent f ields/Har vard schools, and 2) to help us think 
together  about the kinds of future col laborative work across f ields, 
discipl ines, and schools ?  both in r esearch and in teaching ?  that are 
most needed going for ward and which we should highl ight in the 
Environment Ini tiative ful l  funding proposal to be submitted to the 
univer si ty in July 2017.

The environmental humanities are an emerging tr ansdiscipl inar y 
enterpr ise that is becoming a key par t of the l iberal ar ts and an 
indispensable component of the twenty-f i r st centur y univer si ty. This 
f ield br ings together  scholar s from a w ide r ange of discipl ines 
(including but also extending far  beyond the humanities), providing a 
shared space in which to engage w ith some of the planet's greatest 
environmental challenges. Ultimately, the aim is to promote the 
cultural tr ansformations necessar y for  r educing ecological devastation 
and anticipating an increasingly uncer tain and potential ly tr aumatic 
future.

The European Science Foundation Responses to Environmental and 
Social Challenges for  Our  Unstable Ear th (RESCUE) Ini tiative has 
proposed a Radical ly Inter - and Transdiscipl inar y Research 
Environment (RITE) model ?  one alr eady used in medicine ?  "to 
ensure that al l  r elevant know ledge is harnessed col laboratively from 
the outset when approaching a problem, and no single discipl ine 
maintains overal l  dominance." This is precisely what we are 
endeavor ing to achieve at Har vard.

Welcome!

Karen Thornber

Director , Har vard Global Insti tute Environmental Humanities Ini tiative
Professor  of East Asian Languages and Civi l izations and of Comparative Li terature
Victor  and Wil l iam Fung Dir ector , Har vard Univer si ty Asia Center
Chair , Har vard Univer si ty Counci l  on Asian Studies

MESSAGE 
FROM THE 
DIRECTOR



8:00am  ? 8:30am  ?   Br eak fast /Cof fee and Regist r at i on (Room  S030)

8:30am  ? 8:40am  ?   Int r oductor y Rem ar ks by Kar en Thor nber  
(Room  S020)

Panel  1 ?  8:45am  ?  10:15am

Mike McElroy

Dan Schrag

Emmanuel Akyeampong

Xiaoxuan Lu

Jennifer  Nash 

Discussant: Peter  Perdue

Panel  2 ?  10:20am  ?  11:50am

Ned Fr iedman

Ian Mi l ler

Gi l l ian Osborne

Kr isten Sti l t

Chr is Green

Discussant: Stephanie LeMenager

LUNCH ?  11:50am  ?  1:00pm  (Room  S030)

Panel  3 ?  1:00pm  ?  2:30pm

David Chr istiani  

Joseph Brain

Jeffr ey Schnapp

Sophia Roosth

Discussant: Ling Zhang
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FRIDAY
SCHEDULE

Fr iday, Sept em ber  16, 2016
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Al l  panels take place on the l ower  l evel  of  the CGIS 
South Bui l ding, 1730 Cam br idge St r eet  i n  Cam br idge, 
i n  the Bel fer  Case Study Room , S020. 

Cof fee br eaks and lunches take place i n  S030, al so on 
the l ower  l evel  of  the CGIS South Bui l ding.

Panel  4 ?   2:35pm  ? 4:05pm

Frank Clooney

Benny Schaffer

Amy Zhang

Dor is Sommer

Mar iano Siskind

Discussant: Stephanie LeMenager

COFFEE BREAK ?   4:05pm  ? 4:20pm

Panel  5 ?   4:20pm  ?  5:50pm

Rema Hanna 

Corey Byrnes

James Robson

Tina Grotzer

Peter  Galison

Discussant: Sara Pr i tchard 

OPEN DISCUSSION (fu l l  gr oup) ?  6:00pm  ?  6:45pm  ?  faci l i t ated by Peter  Per due

DINNER: 7:00pm  ?  Har var d Facul t y Club - Nor th  Din ing Room , 20 Quincy St r eet
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Sat urday, Sept em ber  17, 2016

8:30am  ? 9:00am  ?  Br eak fast /Cof fee (Room  S030)

Panel  6 ?  9:00am  ?  10:30am

Suni l Amr i th

Melissa Ragain

Laura Jane Mar tin

Mark Wu

Richard Lazarus

Discussant: Sara Pr i tchard

Panel  7 ?  10:35am  ?  12:15pm

Iza Ding

Joyce Chaplin

Julia Tanner

Munjed Murad

Dan McKanan

Discussant: Aaron Sachs

LUNCH ?  12:15pm  ?  1:00pm  (Room  S030)

Panel  8 ?  1:00pm  ?  2:30pm

Aaron Allen

Verena Conley

Pier re Bélanger

Eli  Nelson

Discussant: Aaron Sachs

WRAP-UP DISCUSSION (fu l l  gr oup) ?  2:30pm  ?  3:15pm  ?  
faci l i t ated by Ed Russel l , Kar en Thor nber , and Ling Zhang

SATURDAY
SCHEDULE
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Har var d Facul t y Club

20 Quincy Street

Cambr idge, MA 02138

DIRECTIONS/
MAPS

CGIS South Bui l ding

1730 Cambr idge Street

Cambr idge, MA 02138

For  dinner  on Fr iday, September  16, 2016, the walk from the 
CGIS South Bui lding to the Har vard Faculty Club takes 
approximately 4 minutes.
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PEOPLE

Aaron Allen 

Aaron Sachs 

Amy Zhang 

Benny Schaffer  

Chr is Green  

Corey Byrnes 

Dan McKanan 

Dan Schrag 

David Chr istiani  

Dor is Sommer  

Ed Russell  

El i  Nelson 

Emmanuel Akyeampong 

Frank Clooney 

Gi l l ian Osborne 

Ian Mi l ler  

Iza Ding 

James Robson 

Jeffr ey Schnapp 

Jennifer  Nash 

Joseph Brain 

Joyce Chaplin 

Jul ia Tanner  

Karen Thornber  

Kr isten Sti l t 

Laura Jane Mar tin 

Ling Zhang 

Mar iano Siskind 

Mark Wu 

Melissa Ragain 

Mike McElroy 

Munjed Murad 

Ned Fr iedman 

Peter  Galison 

Peter  Perdue 

Pier re Bélanger  

Rema Hanna 

Richard Lazarus 

Sara Pr i tchard 

Sophia Roosth 

Stephanie LeMenager  

Suni l  Amr i th 

Tina Grotzer  

Verena Conley 

Xiaoxuan Lu 

In  alphabet i cal  or der  by f i r st  nam es:
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Aar on Al l en

Aaron S. Al len is Dir ector  of the Environmental and Sustainabi l i ty 
Studies Program and Associate Professor  of Music at the Univer si ty of 
Nor th Carol ina at Greensboro (UNCG). Al len ser ved as UNCG?s f i r st 
Academic Sustainabi l i ty Coordinator , helped establish the 
Sustainabi l i ty Faculty Fellows Program, and continues to ser ve on the 
executive committee of the UNCG Sustainabi l i ty Counci l  and on the 
UNCG Green Fund. He co-edi ted Current Directions in Ecomusicology 
(w ith Kevin Dawe, 2016) and is working on a book tentatively ti tled 
?Fidelio in I taly: Beethoven Reception, Histor iography, and the Cr isis 
of 19th-Centur y Opera.?

16-17 Sept em ber  2016

Aar on Sachs

Aaron Sachs is Professor  of Histor y and Amer ican Studies at Cornell  
Univer si ty, where he founded the Cornell  Roundtable on 
Environmental Studies Topics in 2010. He is also a Faculty Fellow  at 
Cornell 's Atkinson Center  for  a Sustainable Future. Sachs is the author  
of The Humboldt Current: Nineteenth-Century Exploration and the Roots 
of American Environmentalism (2006) and Arcadian America: The Death 
and Life of an Environmental Tradition (2013).

Amy Zhang

Amy Zhang is the 2016-2017 An Wang Postdoctoral Fellow  at Har vard's 
Fair bank Center  for  Chinese Studies. She is a cultural and 
environmental anthropologist focusing on the ecological, pol i tical, and 
social processes of ci ty making in China. Her  book project examines the 
waste management cr isis in Guangzhou and tr aces how  the mater ial 
practices of informal col lector s, as well  as the grow ing contentions by 
ci tizens and environmental ists, challenge the state's vision of 
development, modernization, and planned ci ties.

Benny Schaf fer

Benny Schaffer  is a Ph.D. candidate in Media Anthropology at Har vard, 
where he produces f i lm, video, and audio works through the Sensor y 
Ethnography Lab and Fi lm Study Center. His r esearch focuses on how  
the concept of "spectacle" r elates to space, place, and the senses in the 
contexts of independent cinema, contemporar y ar t, and popular  
per formance in China. He was former ly edi tor  of LEAP: The 
International Art Magazine of Contemporary China and curates the 
Emergent Visions screening ser ies at Har vard, which showcases new  
and innovative works of digi tal cinema from China. In addition, he is 
co-founder  of Crows and Spar rows, an ini tiative that seeks to create 
and enhance oppor tuni ties for  independent media exchange between 
Nor th Amer ica and Asia.



Chr i s Gr een

10 HGI Environm ent  In it iat ive Facult y Workshop

Cor ey Byr nes

Corey Byrnes is Assistant Professor  of Modern Chinese Culture at 
Nor thwestern Univer si ty, where he teaches Chinese l i terature and 
visual culture, Sinophone cinema, and the environmental humanities. 
This year  he is a Postdoctoral Fellow  at Har vard?s Mahindra 
Humanities Center. His cur rent book project, "The Bir th of a Chinese 
Landscape," approaches the 2,500-year  r epresentation tr adi tion 
inspir ed by the Three Gorges r egion of southwestern China from the 
perspective of the r ecently completed Three Gorges Dam, which 
displaced more than one mi l l ion people and radical ly tr ansformed the 
ecology of the Yangzi  River. Byrnes's newest work r ef lects on the 
r elationship between ar tistic r esponses to environmental degradation 
and the r hetor ic of threat that so often defines China in contemporar y 
global discourse.

Dan McKanan

Dan McKanan is the Emerson Senior  Lecturer  at Har vard Divini ty 
School, where he teaches and conducts r esearch on the role of r el igion 
and spir i tual i ty in social change movements. His most r ecent book is 
Prophetic Encounters: Religion and the American Radical Tradition 
(2011). His newest book, ?Eco-Alchemy: Rudolf Steiner 's 
Anthroposophy and the Environmental Movement,? w i l l  be published 
in 2017.

Chr is Green is the Executive Dir ector  of Har vard Law  School?s Animal 
Law  & Policy Program. Green was previously Dir ector  of Legislative 
Affair s for  the Animal Legal Defense Fund and is the immediate past 
chair  of the Amer ican Bar  Association?s TIPS Animal Law  Committee. 
He also ser ved on the Board of the National Center  for  Animal Law , was 
an adviser  to the National Canine Research Counci l , and is a member  of 
the Association of Prosecuting Attorneys, the National Sher i f fs' 
Association?s Coali tion on Violence Against Animals, the Amer ican 
Veter inar y Medical Law  Association, and the I l l inois Farm Bureau. 
Green has consulted on animal legal issues for  CNN, CBS News, Datel ine 
NBC, Headline News, The Atlantic, Bloomberg News, Harper?s, 
Huffington Post, Smart Money, The New York Times, Chicago Tribune, 
San Francisco Chronicle, Wall Street Journal, and Washington Post.



1116-17 Sept em ber  2016

Dan Schr ag

David Chr i st i an i

Daniel P. Schrag is the Sturgis Hooper  Professor  of Geology, Professor  of 
Environmental Science and Engineer ing, and Dir ector  of the Har vard 
Univer si ty Center  for  the Environment. He also dir ects the Program on 
Science, Technology, and Public Policy at the Har vard Kennedy School. 
Schrag's interests include cl imate change, energy technology, and 
energy policy. He helped to develop the hypothesis that the Ear th 
exper ienced a ser ies of extr eme glaciations, cal led "Snow ball Ear ths," 
that may have stimulated a r ise in atmospher ic oxygen and the 
prol i feration of multicel lular  animals. In addition, he is interested in 
how  cl imate events in the geologic past can be used to understand 
cur rent cl imate challenges. Schrag has worked on a r ange of issues in 
energy technology and policy, including advanced technologies for  
low -carbon tr anspor tation fuel, carbon capture and storage, and r isks 
and oppor tuni ties of shale gas. He was named a MacAr thur  Fellow  in 
2000 and cur rently ser ves on President Obama's Counci l  of Advisor s on 
Science and Technology.

David C. Chr istiani  is Professor  of Medicine at Har vard Medical School, 
staff  physician in the Massachusetts General Hospital (MGH) 
Pulmonar y and Cr i tical Care Unit, and the Elkan Blout Professor  of 
Environmental Genetics at the Har vard T. H. Chan School of Public 
Health. Chr istiani?s major  r esearch interest l ies in the interaction 
between human genes and the environment. He is internationally 
active in environmental and genetic epidemiology studies. At MGH, 
Chr istiani  leads the Molecular  Epidemiology Research Group that 
conducts r esearch on environmental conditions of the lung. Chr istiani  
has ser ved as an associate edi tor  for  Cancer Research and Journal of 
Carcinogenesis and is a contr ibuting edi tor  to Environmental Health 
Perspectives, as well  as to the American Journal of Industrial Medicine 
and Cancer Medicine. He is l ikew ise an International Contr ibuting 
Editor  to the Chinese Journal of Occupational and Environmental 
Medicine and the Chinese Medical Journal (English ed.). He has 
authored or  co-authored more 600 peer -r eviewed publications and was 
appointed by President Obama to the National Cancer  Advisor y Board 
in 2012.

Dor i s Som m er

Dor is Sommer  is Dir ector  of the Cultural Agents Ini tiative at Har vard 
Univer si ty and the Ir a and Jewell Wi l l iams Professor  of Romance 
Languages and Li teratures and of Afr ican and Afr ican Amer ican 
Studies at Har vard.  Her  academic and outreach work promotes 
development through ar ts and humanities, speci f ical ly through 
Pre-Texts (an ar ts-based tr aining program for  teachers of l i teracy, 
cr i tical thinking, and ci tizenship) in the Boston public schools as well  
as throughout Latin Amer ica and beyond. Recent books include 
Bilingual Aesthetics: A New Sentimental Education (2004) and The Work 
of Art in the World: Civic Agency and Public Humanities (2014). 
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El i  Nelson

Em m anuel  Akyeam pong

Emmanuel Akyeampong is Professor  of Histor y and of Afr ican and 
Afr ican Amer ican Studies and Oppenheimer  Faculty Dir ector  of the 
Center  for  Afr ican Studies at Har vard Univer si ty. He is a Fellow  of the 
Ghana Academy of Ar ts and Sciences and a Cor responding Fellow  of 
the Royal Histor ical Society (UK). He is a co-founder  of the International 
Insti tute for  the Advanced Study of Cultures, Insti tutions and Economic 
Enterpr ise based in Accra, Ghana. He is the author  and edi tor  of several 
books and numerous ar ticles including Drink, Power, and Cultural 
Change: A Social History of Alcohol in Ghana, c.1800 to Recent Times 
(1996) and Between the Sea and the Lagoon: An Eco-Social History of the 
Anlo of Southeastern Ghana (2001). He ser ved as co-chief edi tor  w ith 
Henr y Louis Gates, Jr. for  the Dictionary of African Biography, 6 vols. 
(2012). Akyeampong has been a coeditor  of the Journal of African 
History and of African Diaspora and ser ves on the edi tor ial board of 
African Arguments. 

El i  W. Nelson is a Ph.D. candidate in Har vard's Depar tment of Histor y 
of Science. In his master?s thesis, he examined the development and 
reception of ecotheology between Pier re Tei lhard de Chardin in the 
ear ly twentieth centur y and Thomas Ber r y after  Wor ld War  II . Nelson 
is cur rently a doctoral fel low  w ith the Science, Religion, and Culture 
program at Har vard Divini ty School and a graduate student associate of 
the Weatherhead Center  for  International Affair s. His disser tation 
tr aces the histor y of 20th centur y indigenous engagements w ith 
Western scienti f ic hegemony in the United States. In other  work, 
Nelson focuses on the histor y of Haudenosaunee (Six Nations) science, 
New  Deal colonial sciences, postcolonial anthropology, and indigenous 
science f iction. Si tuating contemporar y environmental issues in the 
settler -colonial and postcolonial condition, Nelson explores how  
cl imate change has interacted w ith the ascendancy of native science 
categor ies and the international posi tioning of indigenous vulnerabi l i ty 
and tr adi tional ecological know ledge.

Ed Russel l  

Edmund P. Russell  is a Vice President of the Amer ican Histor ical 
Association and Professor  of Histor y at Boston Univer si ty. Russell  is 
interested in how  people and the r est of nature have shaped each other , 
placing him squarely in the f ields of environmental histor y and histor y 
of technology. Russell?s f i r st major  r esearch project focused on the 
environmental histor y of war fare. He is author  of War and Nature 
(2001), coeditor  of Natural Enemy, Natural Ally: Toward an 
Environmental History of War  (2004), and author  of Evolutionary 
History: Uniting History and Biology to Understand Life on Earth (2011). 
A for thcoming book is ?Greyhound Nation.? His cur rent project focuses 
on telegraphy as a case study of how  economics, technology, and 
environments have shaped one another. Russell?s r esearch has won f ive 
pr izes and his teaching three pr izes. Other  f ields his work has 
inter sected include Amer ican histor y, Br i tish histor y, histor y of science, 
law , ecology, evolutionar y biology, and neuroscience. 
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Fr ank  Clooney

Gi l l i an Osbor ne

Gil l ian K. Osborne is a postdoctoral fel low  in English at the Har vard 
Univer si ty Center  for  the Environment, where her  interests include 
Amer ican and Romantic l i terature, poetr y and poetics, and the 
environmental humanities. In 2013, she was a co-organizer  of a 
conference on ecopoetics at the Univer si ty of Cali fornia, Berkeley, 
which brought together  scholar s, poets, and activists, and she is 
presently coediting a col lection of cr i tical essays on modern and 
contemporar y ecopoetics. Other  cur rent projects include for thcoming 
essays on Herman Melvi l le?s late poetr y manuscr ipt of f lower y ver se 
and on deep histor ies of seasonal and imper ial violence in Mi lton and 
Thoreau, a poetr y col lection of ?seasonal affective disorders,? and a 
scholar ly monograph on ?nature r eading? in nineteenth-centur y 
Amer ica.

Francis X. Clooney, S.J. is Parkman Professor  of Divini ty and Professor  
of Comparative Theology at Har vard Divini ty School and Dir ector  of the 
Center  for  the Study of Wor ld Religions. Whi le his pr imar y areas of 
Indological scholar ship are theological commentar ial w r i tings in the 
Sanskr i t and Tamil tr adi tions of Hindu India, he is also a leading f igure 
in the developing f ield of comparative theology. Clooney is the author  
of numerous ar ticles and books, his most r ecent monograph being His 
Hiding Place Is Darkness: A Hindu-Catholic Theopoetics of Divine 
Absence (2013). This book is an exercise in dramatic theology, explor ing 
the absence of God as dramatized in the bibl ical Song of Songs and the 
Hindu Holy Word of Mouth. He is cur rently coediting "How  to Do 
Comparative Theology," f inishing a shor t book on the future of 
Hindu-Chr istian learning, and working on a larger  project that 
examines consolidation and synthesis as practices in medieval Hindu 
theology and the implications of these practices for  inter r el igious 
learning.

Ian J. Mi l ler  is Professor  of Histor y at Har vard, where he special izes on 
Japan and i ts modern empire, par ticular ly cultural and environmental 
histor y. From the histor y of animals and ear ly modern natural histor y 
col lections to the histor y of energy, his work has focused on the 
mater ial dimensions of ever yday l i fe. He is the author  of The Nature of 
the Beasts: Empire and Exhibition at the Tokyo Imperial Zoo (2013) and 
coeditor  of Japan at Nature?s Edge: The Environmental Context of a 
Global Power (2013). Ongoing projects include a ser ies 
of environmental microhistor ies, "The Case of the Ecological Corpse
and Other  Episodes from the Edge of Histor y" and "Tokyo Electr ic: 
Japan in the Age of Global Energy."

Ian Mi l l er
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Jef f r ey Schnapp

Jeffr ey T. Schnapp is the founder /faculty dir ector  of metaLAB (at) 
Har vard and faculty co-dir ector  of the Berkman Klein Center  for  
Internet and Society. He ser ves as Professor  of Romance Li teratures 
and Comparative Li terature and is on the teaching faculty in the 
Depar tment of Ar chi tecture at the Graduate School of Design. Schnapp 
is also edi tor  of the metaLABprojects ser ies w ith Har vard Univer si ty 
Press. Recent books include The Electric Information Age Book (2012), 
The Library Beyond the Book (w i th Matthew  Battles, 2014), the 
anthology Modernitalia (2012), and Digital Humanities, an essay on 
cultural her i tage management r ecently published in Ital ian in the Meet 
the Media Guru ser ies (2015). For thcoming in late 2016 is an extended 
essay on motor ized mobi l i ty and on the 130-year  histor y of the Piaggio 
Group, enti tled ?FuturPiaggio.? Among his cur rent w r i ting projects is a 
panoramic study of the ar tist-designer  Bruno Munar i , enti tled "Bruno 
Munar i , A to Z."

Jam es Robson

James Robson is the James C. Kral ik and Yunli  Lou Professor  of East 
Asian Languages and Civi l izations at Har vard. He special izes in the 
histor y of medieval Chinese Buddhism and Daoism and is par ticular ly 
interested in issues of sacred geography, local r el igious histor y, and 
Chan/Zen Buddhism. He has been engaged in a long-term collaborative 
r esearch project w i th the École Française d'Extr ême-Or ient studying 
local r el igious statuar y from Hunan province. Robson has w r i tten 
numerous ar ticles, edi ted the Norton Anthology of World Religions: 
Daoism (2015), and w r i tten Power of Place: The Religious Landscape of 
the Southern Sacred Peak in Medieval China (2009), which was awarded 
the 2010 Stanislas Jul ien Pr ize and 2010 Toshihide Numata Book Pr ize 
in Buddhism. Dur ing the 2012-2013 academic year  he was a fel low  at 
the Center  for  Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences at Stanford 
Univer si ty and car r ied out r esearch on the histor y of the confluence of 
Buddhist monaster ies and mental hospitals in East Asia.

I za Ding

Iza Ding is an Assistant Professor  in the Univer si ty of Pi ttsburgh's 
Depar tment of Poli tical Science. Her  r esearch examines the poli tical 
economy of development, w i th a substantive focus on global and local 
environmental governance and a r egional focus on East Asia and 
Central and Eastern Europe. She is completing a book manuscr ipt on 
the environmental protection bureaucracy in China. Other  r esearch 
projects include topics in environmental pol icy making, bureaucratic 
behavior , and col lective poli tical memor y. She w i l l  r eceive her  Ph.D. in 
Government from Har vard in November  2016.
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Jenni fer  Nash

Joseph Br ain

Joyce Chapl i n

Jennifer  Nash is Dir ector  of the Business and Environment Ini tiative 
(BEI) at Har vard Business School. She works w ith faculty to help 
establish and implement the BEI?s str ategy and program por tfol io. She 
coordinates r esources across the school to str engthen research and 
teaching about business and the environment, connects students w ith 
career  oppor tuni ties, and engages w ith alumni and other  managers 
and policymakers working in this f ield. Previously she was Executive 
Dir ector  of the Regulator y Policy Program at Har vard Kennedy School 
and Associate Dir ector  of the Har vard Kennedy School 's 
Mossavar -Rahmani Center  for  Business and Government. Her  
r esearch examines pr ivate and public roles in environmental 
protection, w ith an emphasis on innovative, voluntar y, and 
self-r egulator y approaches.

Joyce E. Chaplin is the James Duncan Phi l l ips Professor  of Ear ly 
Amer ican Histor y at Har vard. She is the author  of numerous books, 
including Round about the Earth: Circumnavigation from Magellan to 
Orbit (2012) and The New Worlds of Thomas Robert Malthus: Rereading 
the Essay on the Principle of Population (w i th Alison Bashford, 2016). 
She is coeditor  of Genealogies of Genius (2015) and Food in Time and 
Place (2014) and has edi ted Benjamin Franklin?s Autobiography, 
a Norton Critical Edition (2012). In addition, she has w r i tten many 
scholar ly essays and pieces for  w ider  r eadership that have appeared in 
The New York Times Book Review, the London Review of Books, Aeon, 
and The Wall Street Journal. Her  work has been tr anslated into French, 
Japanese, Korean, Estonian, and Turkish. She ser ves on the edi tor ial 
boards of the Papers of Benjamin Franklin, the Adams Family Papers, 
Configurations, Journal of the History of Ideas, and Global Food History.

Joseph D. Brain is the Ceci l  K. and Phi l ip Dr inker  Professor  of 
Environmental Physiology in the Depar tment of Environmental Health 
at the Har vard T. H. Chan School of Public Health. His r esearch 
emphasizes r esponses to inhaled gases, par ticulates, and microbes. His 
studies in lung biology extend from the deposi tion of inhaled par ticles 
in the r espir ator y tr act to their  clearance by r espir ator y defense 
mechanisms. Brain's cur rent r esearch interests are in the pulmonar y 
pharmacokinetics of metals deposi ted in the lungs, e.g. air  pol lution 
par ticulates, welding fume, mining wastes, mold, and nanomater ials. 
He has published numerous ar ticles in journals such as PLoS One, 
Toxicological Sciences, and PNAS. He ser ved on the Clean Air  Scienti f ic 
Advisor y Committee at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and 
was dir ector  at Har vard's National Insti tute of Environmental Health 
Sciences' Center  for  Environmental Health.
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Kr i sten St i l t

Kr isten A. Sti l t is a Professor  of Law , Faculty Dir ector  of the Animal 
Law  & Policy Program, and Dir ector  of the Islamic Legal Studies 
Program Project on Law  and Social Change at Har vard. She is also an 
aff i l iated faculty member  in the Depar tment of Histor y. Recent ar ticles 
include "Consti tutional Animal Protection in Egypt," and she is 
cur rently working on a book manuscr ipt ti t led "Animal Citizens."

Kar en Thor nber

Karen L. Thornber  is Professor  of East Asian Languages and 
Civi l izations and of Comparative Li terature at Har vard, where she is 
also Victor  and Wil l iam Fung Dir ector  of the Asia Center , Chair  of the 
Counci l  on Asian Studies, and Dir ector  of the Har vard Global Insti tute 
Environmental Humanities Ini tiative. Her  r esearch and teaching focus 
on the l i teratures and cultures of East Asia in r egional and global 
per spective, gender , indigeneities, postcolonial ism, tr ansculturation, 
tr auma, and the environmental and medical humanities. Thornber  is 
author  of two multiple international award-w inning scholar ly 
monographs ?  Empire of Texts in Motion: Chinese, Korean, and 
Taiwanese Transculturations of Japanese Literature (2009) and 
Ecoambiguity: Environmental Crises and East Asian Literatures (2012). 
In addition to publishing close to 70 ar ticles and book chapter s, special 
issues of academic journals, and coedited volumes, she is also an 
award-w inning tr anslator. Cur rent projects include a coedited special 
issue of the Journal of World Literature on Asia and Wor ld Li terature, 
and books on global wor ld l i terature and health, on cl imate change, 
and on the environment and creative networks among East Asia and 
the Indian Ocean Rim (South and Southeast Asia, the Middle East, and 
Afr ica).

Jul i a Tanner

Julia R. Tanner  works on contemporar y Amer ican ethnographic f i lm 
and poetr y and is cur rently a fel low  at Har vard's Depar tment of Visual 
and Environmental Studies. She is r esearching the works of three 
creative ar tists based at Har vard ?  Jor ie Graham, Lucien 
Castaing-Taylor , and Véréna Paravel, col laborator s at the Sensor y 
Ethnography Lab ?  putting their  distinct bodies of work in 
conversation w ith one another  through their  r epresentations of 
swarms of animals, humans, and machines. Her  doctoral thesis 
investigates the aesthetics of the swarm in these multisensor y works 
and asks how  they can generate a heightened awareness of ecological 
connectedness. Tanner  is pur suing her  Ph.D. at the Univer si ty of Leeds, 
where her  r esearch is funded by the Ar ts and Humanities Research 
Counci l . Based f i rmly in the environmental humanities, she draws 
insights from var ious discipl ines to ask how  the ar tists she studies 
?  who themselves cross borders of discipl ine and media ?  create 
visceral exper iences of ecological change that have strong poli tical and 
ethical implications.
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Laur a Jane Mar t i n

Ling Zhang

Ling Zhang is an Assistant Professor  of Histor y at Boston College. She 
was a Zi f f  Environmental Fellow  at the Har vard Univer si ty Center  for  
the Environment and a postdoctoral fel low  in Agrar ian Studies at Yale 
Univer si ty. She has r eceived research grants from the Chiang 
Ching-Kuo Foundation for  International Scholar ly Exchange. Zhang is 
an environmental and economic histor ian of premodern China. Her  
r esearch interests include Chinese histor y, r egional studies, pol i tical 
economy, pol i tical ecology, environmental justice, and environmental 
phi losophy and ethics. Author  of The River, the Plain, and the State: 
Making a Yellow River Delta, 1048-1128 (2016), Zhang is prepar ing two 
book manuscr ipts, "Nor th China dur ing the Medieval Economic 
Revolution'' and ?China's Sor row  or  the Yellow  River 's Sor row : 
Environmental Biographies of a River.? As an associate r esearcher  at 
the Fair bank Center  for  Chinese Studies, she organizes r esearch 
seminars and conferences for  the center 's Environment in Asia ser ies.

Laura J. Mar tin is a Zi f f  Environmental Fellow  at the Har vard 
Univer si ty Center  for  the Environment and the Depar tment of the 
Histor y of Science. In 2015 she received her  Ph.D. in Natural Resources 
from Cornell  Univer si ty, special izing in evolutionar y ecology and 
environmental histor y. She has been awarded fel lowships from the 
National Science Foundation, the Social Science Research Counci l , and 
the Dor is Duke Foundation. Her  r esearch explores how  humans 
intentionally and unintentionally shape the distr ibution and diver si ty 
of other  species. Her  cur rent project, "Saving Species: Ecological 
Restoration from the Dust Bow l to De-extinction," examines the histor y 
of ecological r estoration as an idea, practice, and scienti f ic discipl ine. 
Mar tin is a co-founder  of two multidiscipl inar y academic groups, the 
Cornell  Roundtable on Environmental Studies and the Har vard 
Environmental Histor y Working Group.

Mar iano Sisk ind

Mar iano Siskind is Professor  of Romance Languages and Li teratures 
and Comparative Li terature at Har vard. He teaches 19th-20th centur y 
Latin Amer ican Li terature w ith emphasis on i ts wor ld l i terar y 
r elations, as well  as the production of cosmopoli tan discourses and 
processes of aesthetic globalization. He is the author  of more than two 
dozen academic essays and of Cosmopolitan Desires: Global Modernity 
and World Literature in Latin America (2014). He has edi ted Homi 
Bhabha's Nuevas minorías, nuevos derechos. Notas sobre 
cosmopolitismos vernáculos (2013) and Poéticas de la distancia. Adentro 
y afuera de la literatura argentina (w i th Sylvia Molloy, 2006). His new  
book, Latin American Literature and World War I: Global Modernism 
and Cosmopolitan Distance, w i l l  be published in 2016, and he is w r i ting 
a new  manuscr ipt tentatively ti tled "The non-cosmopoli tan and the 
post-global: wor lds of desti tution in theor y, l i terature and f i lm."
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Michael B. McElroy is the Gi lber t Butler  Professor  of Environmental 
Studies at Har vard. He has ser ved as Dir ector  of the Center  for  Ear th 
and Planetar y Physics, founding Chair  of the Depar tment of Ear th and 
Planetar y Sciences, Chair  of the Univer si ty-w ide Committee on the 
Environment, and f i r st dir ector  of the Har vard Univer si ty Center  for  
the Environment. McElroy?s r esearch interests include changes in the 
composition of the atmosphere w ith an emphasis on the impact of 
human activi ty, chemistr y of the atmosphere and oceans, including 
interactions w ith the biosphere, evolution of planetar y atmospheres, 
and the global carbon cycle. His r esearch includes investigations of 
processes affecting the abundance of ozone in the str atosphere and 
factor s inf luencing the chemical composition of the troposphere. He 
addresses challenges for  public pol icy posed by the r apid pace of 
industr ial ization in developing countr ies such as China and India, 
explor ing alternative str ategies for  more sustainable development in 
mature economies such as the U.S.A. McElroy is the author  of more 
than 250 technical papers and several books. His book Energy: 
Perspectives, Problems, and Prospects (2009) addresses the challenge 
posed by our  need to sw itch to a low  carbon energy future in order  to 
meet the challenge of global cl imate change.

Mike McEl r oy

Mel i ssa Ragain

Melissa S. Ragain is Assistant Professor  of Ar t Histor y at Montana State 
Univer si ty. She is cur rently a fel low  at Har vard's Radcli f fe Insti tute for  
Advanced Study, where she is completing her  book manuscr ipt, 
?Formalism and Environmental Aesthetics after  WWII.? Pr imar i ly an 
intel lectual histor y, this book examines how  ar t was taught in the late 
1960s as i t negotiated changing insti tutional r elationships to technology 
and ar t education in the Amer ican univer si ty. She w r i tes  about 
insti tutional histor y, social practice, the histor y of science and 
technology in the ar ts, and contemporar y sculpture. She recently edi ted 
a col lection of w r i ting by the inf luential new  media theor ist Jack 
Burnham, Dissolve into Comprehension: Writings and Interviews (2015).

Mar k  Wu

Mark Wu is an Assistant Professor  at Har vard Law  School. He cur rently 
ser ves as a pr incipal l iaison to the U.S. Trade and Environment Policy 
Advisor y Committee organized by the Off ice of the U.S. Trade 
Representative (USTR) and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. He 
previously ser ved as the Dir ector  for  Intel lectual Proper ty at USTR. He 
began his career  as an economist and operations off icer  at the Wor ld 
Bank in China, where he worked on environmental and water  issues. 
He received a J.D. from Yale Law  School, a M.Sc. in Development 
Economics from Oxford (where he studied as a Rhodes Scholar ), and an 
A.B. summa cum laude in Social Studies and East Asian Studies from 
Har vard.
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Munjed Mur ad

Peter  Gal i son

Peter  L. Galison is Joseph Pellegr ino Univer si ty Professor  of Physics and 
Dir ector  of the Collection of Histor ical Scienti f ic Instr uments at 
Har vard. He was awarded a John D. and Cather ine T. MacAr thur  
Foundation Fellowship in 1997 and received the Max Planck and 
Humboldt Sti f tung Pr ize in 1999. Recent books include Einstein?s Clocks, 
Poincaré?s Maps (2003) and Objectivity (w i th Lor raine Daston, 2007). He 
is w r i ter  of a f i lm on the moral-pol i tical debates over  the H-bomb, 
?Ultimate Weapon: The H-bomb Di lemma? (dir ected by Pamela Hogan, 
2000), w i th Robb Moss dir ected ?Secrecy? (2008), and also w ith Moss 
recently completed ?Containment? (2015) ?  about the need to guard 
r adioactive mater ials for  the 10,000-year  future. In addition, Galison 
col laborated w ith Wil l iam Kentr idge on a multi -screen instal lation, 
?The Refusal of Time? (2012). He is now  f inishing a book, ?Bui lding 
Crashing Thinking,? about the back and for th between the self  and 
modern technologies.

Munjed M. Murad is a doctoral student at the Har vard Divini ty School 
whose focus is on r el igion and ecology, par ticular ly Islam and 
Chr istiani ty. He is a Junior  Fellow  of the Center  for  the Study of Wor ld 
Religions. His interests include the concept of  theophany in the natural 
wor ld as explained by the Islamic metaphysical tr adi tions. 

Ned Fr iedm an

Will iam (Ned) Fr iedman is the Arnold Professor  of Organismic and 
Evolutionar y Biology at Har vard and the Dir ector  of the Arnold 
Arboretum. Fr iedman?s studies have fundamental ly altered 
centur y-old views of the ear l iest phases of the evolution of f lower ing 
plants, Dar w in?s so-cal led ?abominable myster y.? As Arboretum 
dir ector , Fr iedman has worked to expand i ts societal impact through 
diver se ini tiatives in public programming, enhanced communication 
between scientists and the public, the embedding of scienti f ic 
scholar ship in the new ly opened Weld Hi l l  Research Bui lding, and a 
r einvigoration of the long-standing r elationship between the 
Arboretum and the biodiver si ty of Asia. A ten-year  ini tiative was 
launched in 2016 to shape and augment the Arboretum's l iving 
col lections for  the next centur y, br inging in 400 species of woody 
plants, including many threatened w ith extinction.
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Rem a Hanna

Rema Hanna is the Jeffr ey Cheah Professor  of South-East Asia Studies at 
Har vard and  Co-Director  of the Evidence for  Policy Design r esearch 
program at the Center  for  International Development. In addition, she 
is the Scienti f ic Dir ector  for  Southeast Asia at the Abdul Lati f  Jameel 
Pover ty Action Lab, a Research Associate w ith the National Bureau of 
Economic Research, an aff i l iate of the Bureau for  Research and 
Economic Analysis of Development, and a faculty aff i l iate at the 
Har vard Center  for  Population and Development Studies. Hanna is 
par ticular ly interested in understanding how  to make government 
ser vices ?work? for  the poor  in developing countr ies. She has worked 
on large-scale f ield projects w ith governments and nonprofi ts to 
understand how  to improve safety net systems, r educe bureaucratic 
absenteeism, and reduce cor ruption. Before joining the Kennedy 
School, she was a faculty member  at New  York Univer si ty.

Pier r e Bélanger  is Associate Professor  of Landscape Archi tecture and 
Co-Director  of the Urbanism, Landscape, and Ecology Area of the 
Master  in Design Studies Program at Har vard?s Graduate School of 
Design. Bélanger  was the f i r st landscape ar chi tect to be selected for  the 
Pamphlet Architecture Series (founded in 1977); the 35th edi tion is ti tled 
Going Live: From States to Systems (2015). In col laboration w ith 
Jennifer  Sigler , Bélanger  r ecently guest edi ted a special issue of 
Harvard Design Magazine (#39) on the urbanization of the ocean (?Wet 
Matter?). He received the 2008 Canada Pr ix de Rome in Archi tecture 
and was appointed  curator  for  the Canada Pavi l ion and Exhibi tion 
EXTRACTION at the 2016 Venice Archi tecture Biennale. In col laboration 
w ith ecologist and urban planner  Nina-Mar ie Lister , he is cur rently 
completing a manuscr ipt ti t led "Extr action Empire," prof i l ing the 
scales, states, spaces, and systems of Canada as the largest extr action 
nation on the planet.

Pier r e Bélanger

Peter  Per due

Peter  C. Perdue is Professor  of Histor y at Yale Univer si ty. His books 
include Exhausting the Earth: State and Peasant in Hunan, 1500-1850 
A.D. (1987) and China Marches West: The Qing Conquest of Central 
Eurasia (2005). He has coauthored Global Connections: Politics, 
Exchange, and Social Life in World History (2015) and Asia Inside Out, 
three volumes on inter -Asian connections (2015-present). His cur rent 
r esearch focuses on Chinese frontier s, Chinese environmental histor y, 
and the histor y of tea.
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Richar d Lazar us

Sar a Pr i tchar d

Sophia Roosth

Sophia Roosth is the Freder ick S. Danziger  Associate Professor  in 
Har vard's Depar tment of the Histor y of Science. Her  r esearch focuses 
on 20th and 21st centur y l i fe sciences, examining how  biology is 
changing at a moment when researchers bui ld new  biological systems. 
Roosth has ser ved as the Anna-Mar ia Kellen Fellow  of the Amer ican 
Academy in Ber l in, the Joy Foundation Fellow  of the Radcli f fe Insti tute 
for  Advanced Study, a postdoctoral fel low  at the Pembroke Center  for  
Teaching and Research on Women at Brow n Univer si ty, and a 
predoctoral fel low  of the Max Planck Insti tute for  the Histor y of Science 
in Ber l in. Roosth has published a number  of ar ticles in scholar ly 
journals and contr ibuted to Stefan Helmreich?s Sounding the Limits of 
Life (2016).

Sara B. Pr i tchard is Associate Professor  in Cornell  Univer si ty's 
Depar tment of Science and Technology Studies. Her  specialties include 
environmental histor y, the histor y of technology, and environmental 
STS. She co-founded Envirotech, a special interest group of the Society 
for  the Histor y of Technology and the Amer ican Society for  
Environmental Histor y. She is the author  of Confluence: The Nature of 
Technology and the Remaking of the Rhône (2011), coeditor  of New 
Natures: Joining Environmental History with Science and Technology 
Studies (2013), and coeditor  of a special issue of Environment and 
Planning on ?Know ledge and the Poli tics of Land? (2016). She has also 
w r i tten about industr ial ization, conser vation, and the tr iple disaster  at 
Fukushima. Pr i tchard?s cur rent r esearch examines the histor y and 
poli tics of environmental l ight pol lution, for  which she received an NSF 
Science, Technology, and Society Scholar s? Award.

 

Richard J. Lazarus is the Howard and Kather ine Aibel Professor  of Law  
at Har vard, where he teaches environmental law , natural r esources 
law , Supreme Cour t advocacy, and tor ts. Lazarus has r epresented the 
United States, state and local governments, and environmental groups 
at the Supreme Cour t in 40 cases and has presented oral argument in 
13 of those cases. His pr imar y areas of legal scholar ship are 
environmental and natural r esources law , w ith par ticular  emphasis on 
consti tutional law  and the Supreme Cour t. He is the author  of The 
Making of Environmental Law (2004) and coeditor  of Environmental 
Law Stories (2005). He was also the pr incipal author  of Deep Water - The 
Gulf Oil Disaster and the Future of Offshore Drilling (2011), which is the 
Repor t to the President of the National Commission on the BP 
Deepwater  Hor izon Oi l Spi l l  and Offshore Dr i l l ing Commission, for  
which he ser ved as the executive dir ector. Before joining the Har vard 
law  faculty, Lazarus was the Justice Wil l iam J. Brennan, Jr., Professor  of 
Law  at Georgetow n Univer si ty, where he founded the Supreme Cour t 
Insti tute.
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Tina Gr otzer

Tina Grotzer  is a cognitive scientist who studies ways in which 
understandings about the nature of causali ty impact our  abi l i ty to deal 
w i th complexi ty in our  wor ld. Her  r esearch consider s how  causal 
understanding: 1) develops in suppor ted contexts; 2) interacts w ith 
science learning (w ith the goal of developing cur r iculum suppor ts); and 
3) inf luences the public understanding of science. She is on the faculty 
at the Har vard Graduate School of Education and is a senior  r esearcher  
at Project Zero where she dir ects the Causal Learning in a Complex 
Wor ld Lab. With col league Chr is Dede, her  cur rent projects focus on 
how  immersive and mobi le technologies can be leveraged to help 
students learn to understand the complex causal dynamics in 
ecosystems. Tina r eceived a Career  Award from the National Science 
Foundation in 2009 and a Presidential Ear ly Career  Award for  Scientists 
and Engineers in 2011. She is the author  of Learning Causality in a 
Complex World (2012) and lead author  of the Causal Patterns in Science 
ser ies.

Suni l  S. Amr i th is the Mehra Family Professor  of South Asian Studies 
and Professor  of Histor y at Har vard. He is a histor ian of South and 
Southeast Asia w ith par ticular  focus on the connections between those 
two regions. His r ecent book Crossing the Bay of Bengal (2013) brought 
together  the histor y of migration and environmental histor y. He is 
cur rently w r i ting about water  and environmental change in modern 
India.

Suni l  Am r i th

Stephanie LeMenager  is Barbara and Car l isle Moore Professor  of 
English and Professor  of Environmental Studies at the Univer si ty of 
Oregon. Her  publications include the books Living Oil: Petroleum 
Culture in the American Century (2014), Manifest and Other Destinies 
(2004) and (as coeditor ) Environmental Criticism for the Twenty-First 
Century (2011). Her  for thcoming book, "Weather ing: Toward a 
Sustainable Humanities", tr eats the role of the Humanities in the era of 
global cl imate change, whi le the for thcoming col lections "Teaching 
Climate Change in the Humanities" (w ith coeditor s Stephen Siperstein 
and Shane Hall) addresses cl imate change pedagogy and the 
Bloomsbur y ser ies Literature and Environment (coedited w ith Teresa 
Shew r y) offer s a four -volume histor y of ecocr i ticsm and the 
environmental humanities. She is a founding edi tor  of Resilience: A 
Journal of the Environmental Humanities.

Stephanie LeMenager



Xiaox uan Lu

Xiaoxuan Lu is lecturer  in the Division of Landscape Archi tecture at the 
Univer si ty of Hong Kong, where she teaches landscape histor y and 
theor y as well  as design studios. Her  r esearch focuses on the cultural 
landscape and the geography of confl ict, par ticular ly in tr ansboundar y 
r egions. Applying analytical car tography, photography and video in her  
r esearch, Lu aims to r eveal the hidden layers of landscape where 
multiple tensions converge. In her  MLA thesis, ?Mining as Demining,? 
she focused on the r emediation of postwar  landscape in Laos PDR; this 
thesis won the 2012 Award of Excellence from the Amer ican Society of 
Landscape Archi tects. Her  doctoral disser tation, ?Reconceptul izing 
China?s Nor thwestern Frontier s: Ar id Land, The Corps, and Public 
Water  Works,? examines the r elationship between water  and power  in 
China?s mi l i tia-stationed nor thwestern frontier  and how  discourses of 
ecology have inf luenced and problematized notions of ?state? and 
?wasteland.? She was a Har vard Ph.D. Fellow  (2014-2016) and expects 
to r eceive her  Ph.D. in Human Geography from Peking Univer si ty by 
the end of 2016.

Ver ena Conley

Verena A. Conley is Long-term Visi ting Professor  of Comparative 
Li terature and of Romance Languages and Li teratures at Har vard. Her  
r esearch interests focus on theor ies of the environment, cultural 
theor y, pol i tics, and aesthetics. She is cur rently a Senior  Fellow  at 
Dumbar ton Oaks (Washington, D.C.) where she is working on a book 
ti tled ?Jardin d?Essai du Hamma.?  Her  publications include the books 
Spatial Ecologies: Urban Sites, State and World-Space in French Cultural 
Theory (2012) and Ecopolitics: The Environment in Poststructuralist 
Thought (1997), the edi ted volume Rethinking Technologies (1992), and 
the coedited volume Nancy Now (w i th Ir ving Goh, 2013). Recent ar ticles 
and book chapter s include ?Care of the Possible? (2016), 
?Preoccupations? (2015), ?Nancy?s Wor ld? (2015), and ?The 
Preposi tional Senses of Jean-Luc Nancy? (2014).
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The Har vard Global Insti tute Environment Ini tiative thanks 
President Drew  Faust, Vice Provost Mark Ell iott, Vice President 
for  Str ategy and Programs Leah Rosovsky, Senior  Adviser  to 
the President Kr ishna Palepu, Fair bank Center  Dir ector  
Michael Szonyi , Fair bank Center  Executive Dir ector  Jennifer  
Rudolph, Asia Center  Executive Dir ector  El izabeth Liao, 
Har vard Global Insti tute Project Manager  Heather  McPherson, 
and Comparative Li terature Depar tment Administr ator  Melissa 
Carden, as well  as col leagues across the univer si ty, for  their  
suppor t, advice, and enthusiasm.

 

Special thanks also go to Isaure Mignotte (Comparative 
Li terature), Mark Grady (Fair bank Center ), Kathleen Ong 
(Comparative Li terature), and Ivanna Yi (EALC), for  providing 
exper t administr ative guidance for  this weekend?s Har vard 
Global Insti tute Workshop.
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